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CHAPTER I. 

Alabama's lucky daj — A trial of ?peed — ^Broagbt 
t'j — Tlie Ariel — ^Baying an elephant — ^Prisoners of 
war — Prize-money — Still on the look out — ^Broken 
•Jown — A dilemma — ^Yellow ferer — Release of the 
Ariel — Under rquur. 

Sunday a;rain ! The Alabama's lucky day ; 
and this time, at least, destined to be espc- 
oiallv marked with white chalk in the ar.iials 
of the ship. The morning passed calmly 
enough; the ship in her quiet Su^>Ijath 
trim ; and nothing giving token of what was 
al30Ut to follow, save here and there a group 
anxiously scamning the horizon, or eagerly 
discus>in'r the chances of a rich capture 
before nightfall. 

VOL. II. B 
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u short distance astern of the stranger, the 
latter also hoisted United States colours, and 
expectation gave way to certainty among the 
delighted crew of the Confederate steamer. 
Down came the Yankee colours from her 
gaif, and in its stead the white ensign of the 
Confederacy fluttered gaily in the breeze, 
while a blank shot from the Alabama's lee 
bow-chaser summoned the chase to sur- 
render. Surrendering, however, seemed to 
l}e the last thing in the chase's thoughts. 
Already she was ahead of the Confederate 
cruiser, and trusting to her own well-known 
speed, appeared determined to make at 
least one effort to escape. . She held steadily 
on her course, at top speed, without noticing 
the pursuer's summons; the black smoke 
that poured in volumes from her funnel, 
showing no less plainly than the rapid revo- 
lutions of her paddles the strenuous exer- 
tions she was making to escape. 

This state of things, however, could not 
last long. For a few minutes the chase 
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was permitted to try her speed against that 
of her pursuer; but the latter soon found 
that with the highest pressure of steam she 
had been able to raise during the short 
period that had elapsed since the enemy- 
first hove in sight,- she was by no means 
overhauling the chase as rapidly as could be 
desired. So the friendly warning having 
been disregarded, the adoption of more 
peremptory measures was decided on, and 
a shotted gun was ordered to be fired over 
her. 

Boom ! went the Alabama's bow-chaser, as 
she yawed for a moment to permit the 
gunner to take aim — and boom ! at almost 
the same instant went one of her bi^oadside 
guns, the enthusiastic captain of which 
could not contain himself until the order to 
fire was given, but must needs bring down 
upon himself a reprimand from the autho- 
rities of the quarter-deck for his precipita- 
tion. Fortunately, however, this irregular 
shot did no harm — ^not improbably, perhaps 
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from the very fact of its having been 
launched so totally without consideration. 
The first, however, did its errand most 
effectively, and' the shower of white splinters 
that flew from the chase's foremast as the 
shell, after grazing the funnel, struck full 
against it, afforded most satisfactory evi- 
dence of the accuracy of the line. Happily, 
the shell contented itself with cutting the 
foremast very nearly in two, and did not 
explode until it had passed safely over- 
board, othenvise the havoc created by it on 
the crowded deck of the steamer must have 
been very fearful. 

The hint, however, was sufficient. The 
paddles of the chase ceased to revolve, the 
huge walking beam remained poised in mid- 
nir, and the steamer roimding to, submitted 
herself to her captors. A boat was now 
lowered and sent on board of the prize, 
which proved to be, as anticipated, the 
mail steamer Arid, from New York to 



A3n> THE SUMTEB. 7 

Aspinwall, having on board one hundred 
and forty marines on their, way to join the 
enemy's Pacific squadron ; several military 
and naval officers, among the latter of whom 
was Commander Sartori, on his way to 
take command of the St. Mary's; and 
about five hundred pther passengers, a 
large proportion of whom were women and 
children. 

The Alabama had '^ bought an elephant," 
and now the question arose — ^what was to be 
done with her valuable but most unwieldy, 
acquisition ? The first step, of course, was 
to send a prize crew on board. The second 
to transfer to the Alabama sundry impor- 
tant -matters, such as the ship's papers, 
three large boxes of specie, a 24-pounder 
rifled gun, 125 new rifles, 16 swords, 
and about 1000 rounds of ammunition. 
The marines and officers were then put on 
parole, the former being disarmed, and aU 
pledged not to fight again against the Con-. 
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federate States until they should be regu- 
larly exchanged. 

But this done, Captain Semmes' task >vas 
not half accomplished. There was still the 
ship herself* to be disposed of, and with her 
the remaining five hundred and odd passen- 
, ger^, including among their number a large 
proportion of women and children. What 
was to be done? It was clear he could not 
fire the ship until all these were safely 6ut 
of her. It was at least equally clear that, 
squeeze and contrive how he would, he 
could not possibly transfer such a host of 
prisoners to his own already sufficiently 
crowded decks. His only choice, then, was 
either to release the captured vessel at once, 
upon a ransom bond, or to keep her by 
him for a time in the hope that something 
mi^ht turn up to obviate the necessity of 
so unsatisfactory a step. Captain Semmes 
decided upon the latter course, and detain- 
ing the captain of the Ariel on board his 
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o^vn ship, sent a prize crew to take charge 
of the Ariel, Avith orders to keep company 
with the Alabama through the night. 

This done, the Alabama returned under 
easy sail to her station off the Cape, still 
anxiously looking out for the homeward- 
bound steamer, which would of course prove 
a very far richer prize than the one home- 
bound vessel he had captured. The follow- 
ing afternoon the precaution was taken of 
disabling the captured vessel, by removing 
from her engines the " bonnet of the steam 
chest and a steam valve," which were sent 
into safe custody on board the Alabama; 
care being also taken to prevent the Ariel 
from availing herself of her sails- as a means 
of escape should the Alabama have to start 
off in pursuit of her homeward-bound con- 
sort. 

No homeward-bound steamer, however, 
appeared, and it was now determined to 
convey the Ariel into Kingston, Jamaica, 
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where it was proposed to land the passen- 
gers, and after providing the Alabama, from 
the prize, with coal, provisions, and other 
matters of which she stood in need, to take 
her out again to sea and burn her. With 
this view the portions of the machinery 
which had been removed durin^^ the nio^ht 
w^re restored to their places, and the two 
vessels made sail towards Jamaica, on or 
about the line which it was supposed would' 
be taken by the Califomian steamer. 

The next morning was fine, and, with 
the prize in company, the island of Navaza 
was made at about 9.30 a.m. on the port 
bow; and "five hours afterwards the two 
steamers were in sight of the east end of 
Jamaica. By half-past seven that evening 
the Alabama was within about nine miles 
of Point Morant Light, and checked her 
speed to enable the prize to come up with 
her. 

And now a catastrophe occurred which. 
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but for the most careful and excellent 
management, might have had most serious 
results. At about eight o'clock in the 
evening chase was given to an hermaphro- 
dite brig, on coming up with which a blank 
cartridge was fired, and a boat despatched 
to board her and examine her papers. At 
this moment, up came the engineer to report 
that the engine had suddenly become 
entirely useless from the giving way of 
some of the valve castings, and that twenty- 
four hours, at least, would be required 
before the damage could be repaired. At 
this untoward intelligence, the captain's 
first thou^t was of the chase, and, casting 
a rapid glance in that direction, to his equal 
amazement and disgust, he perceived that 
she had not obeyed the signal to heave to, 
but was still standing quietly upon her 
course ! 

Here was, indeed, a pleasant predicament. 
Not a step could he stir in pursuit, nor did 






12 CIIUISK OF THE ALABAMA 

he dare fire a shot after the departing vessel, 
ibr fear, in the darkness of the night, of 
sending to the bottom his OA\ai boat, which 
was now in full . pursuit of her. What if 
the boat should be led away too far in the 
ardour of the chase, and of course taking 
for granted that as soon as the brigantine's 
contumacy was discovered, the Alabama 
herself would at once be after her ? What, 
too, if the Ariel should get scent of her 
captor's predicament, and take this favour- 
able opportunity of showing her a (;lean 
pair of heels, carrying off the imlucky prize- , 
crew as a running hprse might carry off the 
unskilful rider who had im])rudently be- 
stridden it ? 

Tlie moment was an anxious one, and . 
great was the relief to the minds bf all who 
were in the secret, when the welcome sound 
of oars working regularly backwards and 
forwards in then' rowlocks was again heard, 
and the boat returned, having managed to 
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overhaul the stranger, the wind having 
fortunately fallen too light for lier to 
escape. 

The chase proved to hail fi'oni one of the 
German States, and was just out of Kings- 
ton. According to her statement, this latter 
port was now suffering from a severe visita- 
tion of yellow-fever. This intelligence caused 
an entire change in the Alabama's plans. 
It had been Captain Semmes' intention to 
run into Kingston, and endeavour, at all 
events, to obtain permission to discharge 
his numerous prisoners; this being, appa- 
rently, the only way in Avhich he could 
hope to disencumber himself of them, ex- 
cept by releasing the ship at the same time. 
To turn some seven hundred prisoners, 
however, many of them delicate women and 
children, adrift in a place known to be 
suffering from the fearful scourge of yellow- 
fever, Avould have been an act of inhu- 
manity of which the Confederate captain 
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was quite incapable. Sorely to his dis- 
aj^ointment, therefore, he felt himself com- 
pelled to abandon the Kingston scheme, 
and forego the pleasure of making a bonfire 
of the splendid steamer that had fallen into 
his hands. It is an ill wind that blows 
nobody any good, and to the yellow-fever 
were the passengers by the Ariel indebted 
for an uninterrupted voyage, and her 
o^vners for the preservation of their valu- 
able vessel. 

The question once decided in favour of 
the Ariel's release, it was, of course, under 
existing circumstances, an object of no small 
importance to get the matter concluded as 
speedily as possible. Had she only known 
her captor's crippled condition she would 
have had nothing to do but just to have 
steamed quietly away, taking the prize-crew 
with her as compensation, for the inconve- 
nience to which she had been put by her 
detention. And any moment might reveal 
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the all-important secret ; so without delay, a 

boat was again sent on board for the master, 

who was evidently not a little relieved on 

being told that the vessel was to be released. 

Some little discussion now arose as to the 

amount of ransom to be exacted, but both 
partis were equally, though not as openly, 

anxious to conclude the transaction; and 
the amount was finally fixed at 261,000 
dollars — a handsome sum, indeed, but one 
by no means exorbitant, when the value of 
the vessel to be ransomed is taken into con- 
sideration. 

The bond duly signed, and safely de- 
posited among the other securities of the 
kind. Captain Semmes breathed more freely, 
and a feeling of satisfaction at having 
steered safely through a situation of such 
difficulty, ofifered some slight compensation 
for the disappointment arising from the en- 
forced release of the prize. The tAvo vessels 
now parted company ; all parties, both civil. 
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naval, and military, on board of the Ariel, 
uniting their testimony in eulogy of the 
quiet, orderly, and respectful conduct of 
their unwelcome guests. So with mutual 
amenities the two courteous enemies parted, 
the Ariel steering a course to the S.S.W., 
the Alabama still hard at work in the 
repairs of her machinery, standing off and 
on within easy distance of the Jamaica 
coast, and keeping as far as possible from 
the track of vessels, until the untoward 
disaster should be repaired. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Again ready — Gloomy weather — A Norther— The 
Areas — The second Christmas at sea — ^The war- 
Plymouth rock leaven — On the lonely island-— 
** Splicing the main-brace "—Searching for shells- 
Tired of hard service— In irons — ^Well disciplined 
— A phenomenon — The new year — In memoriam— 
To sea again. 

The exciting episode of the Ariel was fol- 
lowed by a period altogether devoid of 
incident, though by no means destitute 
^either of interest or anxiety for those on 
board the Alabama. From daybreak to 
dusk the click of the hammer, and the shrill 
screaming of the file, arose incessantly from 
the engine-room, as the engineer and his 
staif laboured without a pause to repair 
tlie damage to the machinery. The task 
proved even longer than had been antici- 

VOL. II. c 
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pated, and it was not until the afternoon of 
the third day that the mischief had been- 
finally remedied, and the Alabama was pro- 
nounced in a condition to resume with 
safety her destructive career. 

Meanwhile, a brighter look-out than ever 
was kept from her mastheads. There was^ 
still a possibility — ^though but a slight one 
—of falling in with the homeward-bound 
CaHfornian, for which they had been waiting 
so long and so anxiously;, whilst it was- 
more than ever necessary to care against 
surprise from aay of the enemy's cruisers^ 
who might fairly be expected to be in con- 
siderable force somewhere in the neigh* 
bourhood. 

The northern shores of Jamaica^ however^ 
off which the Alabama was now lying,, 
standing along the coast, under easy sail 
during the day, and at night laying her 
maintopsail to the mast,, appeared to be 
but little frequented hy vessels of any kind^ 
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and the cruiser was pennitted to cany 
on her repairs without a single interruption 
in the way of either a chase, or a call to 
quarters. Anditwasperhaps as wellthatsuch 
an interval of rest should have been afforded 
after the severe strain of the previous few 
days. For Captain Semmes, at all events, it 
was a great boon, for on that officer's never 
very robust constitution, the continued 
anxiety and constant night-calls on deck, in 
wind and rain, had had a very serious 
effect, and he was fairly laid up with cold 
and fever. 

The evening of Friday, December the 
12th, saw the repairs to the machinery of 
the vessel completed, the Alabama being at 
nightfall about opposite to the little town 
of St. Anne's. That evening the crew were 
exercised at quarters; and the next day^ 
after a thorough cleaning of the decks, &c., 
the vessel ran away to the westward of 
the Island of Jamaica, en route for another 

c2 
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point of rendezvous, at which to take in 
fresh coal, and other needful supplies. 

Saturday^ December IZth — * * * No- 
thing in sight, and I intend to see nothing— 
unless it be a homeward-bound Califomian. 
steamer — at present, as it is important I 
should make the run I contemplate without 
being traced. I should have much liked to 
touch at the Cajonans for fruit and vege-. 
tables for the crew, but forbear on this 

account. 

^ ^ ^ ^ . 

' Monday^ December 1 5 th. — Fresh trade, ship 
rolling along under topsails. This running 
down, down, the ever-constant trade wind 
— ^to run up against it, by and by, under 
steam — is not very pleasant. Still, God 
willing, I hope to strike a blow of some 
importance, and make my way safely out 
of the Gulf. 

Wednesday^ December nth. — The wind 
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blew quite fresh during the night from 
about N.E. by N. To-day it is blowing a 
moderate gale from about N.N.E. This is 
probably a norther from the American coast, 
modified by its contact with the N.E. trade 
wind. The clouds look hard and wintry. 
Close-reefed at nightfall. * * » The 
gale has continued all day, with a rough 
sea, in which the ship is rolUng and tum- 
bling about. Weather cloudy and gloomy- 
looking, and the wind moaning and whist- 
ling through the rigging— enough to give 
one the blues. These are some of the com- 
forts of sea-going, and we have had our 
share of them in tiie Alabama. 

Thursday^ December \%th. — The gale con- 
tinues, with dense clouds in every direction 
obscuring the heavens so that we get no 
meridian altitude. I got a glimpse of the 
sun at about nine minutes past noon. 
When one's ship is in a doubtful position, 
how eagerly and nervously one watches the 
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shifting clouds near noon, and how remorse- 
lessly they sometimes close up their dense 
maBses just at the critical moment, shutting 
out from us the narrowly-watched face of 
the sun ! One is foolish enough sometimes 
almost to feel a momentaiy resentment 
against inanimate nature — -weak mortals 
that we are ! 

The gale has drifted us so far to leeward 
that the wind from its present quarter wiU 
no longer permit us to "lay through" the 
Yucatan passage, so at 2 p.m. we tacked to 
the southward and eastward. Weather 
still thick in the afternoon, with light rain 
at intervals. We had ft very ugly sea 
lashing us this moming-the ship roUing 
so heavily as to awaken me frequently, 
though I sleep in a swinging cot ; and the 
water swashing over the decks, and rushing 
by bucketsful down the companion-way, 
which we are obliged to keep open to avoid 
being smothered. 
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Friday^ December 19fA. — The gale con- 
tinues with the tenacity of a norther, this 
being the third day. This is but a foretaste 
of the weather we may expect in the Gulf 
-of Mexico. Being now in the Gulf of Hon- 
duras, there is but a small strip of land 
between us and it. 

Saturday^ December 20th. — As ugly a day 
.as one often sees, with a great variety of 
wind and weather. In the morning the 
wind was fresh from the N.E., with flying 
clouds, and a bright sun, now and then 
•obscured. At about 9 a.m. a cloud bank in 
the north began to rise, and by 11.30 we 
had a densely overcast sky, with heavy rain- 
squalls. I was running for Cape Catoche, 
and was greatly disappointed at not getting 
.a meridian altitudes, especially after the pro- 
mise of the morning. At about 11.30 made 
.the land — two islands, as described by the 
man at the masthead. At 4 p.m. sounded 
in twenty-eight fathoms. Weather threat- 
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ening a gale. At six, double-reefed the top- 
sails, and sounded in twenty-five fathoms. I 
shall endeavour to feel my way around the 
Cape, and gradually bear up for the west- 
ward. The bank is apparently clean and 
safe, but still groping one's way in the dark 
in strange waters is a somewhat nervous 
operation. 

Sunday^ December' 2lst — We doubled 
Cape Catoche very successfully last night, 
hauling around it gradually in from twenty- 
five to thirty fathoms, and ran along hi the 
latter depth all night, course W. and W. by 
S., sounding every hour. The wind blew half 
a gale, and the weather looked threatening. 
This morning the wind hauled more to the 
eastward, and moderated somewhat. The 
sky still looks wintry, and the sun sheds a 
lurid light through a semi-transparent stra- 
tum of dull grey clouds. At 11 a.m. mus- 
tered the crews and at meridian passed a 
large steamer (hull down) steering to the 
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eastward, probably a French ship of war 
from Vera Cruz. 

Monday i December 22nd, — Ran on during 
the night in a very regular line of soundings 
of twenty fathoms, on a W.S.W. course. 
At 9 P.M., having run ^vithin about twenty 
miles of the Areas, anchored for the night 
in twenty fathoms. 

Tuesday^ December 23rd. — At 9 a.m. 
called all hands up anchor, and at ten we 
were under way, steering W.S.W. ; at 
meridian observed six miles to the 
northward of the Areas, and altered course 
to S.W. At 1.30 P.M. made the Areas half 
a point on the starboard-bow, distant about 
twelve miles; and at sunset came to anchor 
in eleven fathoms of water, with the south 
Area bearing N.W. by N. In the course 
of the afternoon our coal-ship, which I had 
ordered to rendezvous here, hove in sight, 
and joined us at the anchorage a few minutes 
after we came to. 
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Wednesday^ December 2Ath. — In the fore- 
noon went out of the harbour, and examined 
the entrances and anchorage. The dangers 
are all visible, and[ it is only necessary to 
give a berth to the reefs that make off from 
the points. There is an inner reef making 
off to the westward from the northern 
island ; but it, like the other, is visible, and 
there is no danger whatever in approaching 
it. The Areas are three low keys, lying 
i^ a triangle ; the northern key being the 
largest. We found a hut on this latter key, 
a boat hauled up on the island, a net inside 
the hut, a boiler or two for trying out oil, 
and other evidences, of the inhabitancy of 
fishermen or turtlers ; but this not being the 
season for these pursuits, everything had 
apparently been abandoned for sonje time. 
Numerous birds of the gull species were the 
only living things found in the island, and 
of these there were varieties of old birds and 
their fledglings, and some of the former 
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were still laying and sitting. They seemed 
to 'have no fear of our men, and suffered 
themselves to be caught by the hand, and 
knocked on the head with sticks. The 
vegetation found was on the, larger island, 
and on that it consisted of a dense carpeting 
of sea-kale — ^not a shrub of any kind. In 
the transparent waters on the inner reef, 
a great variety of the living coral was 
found in all its beauty, imitating the 
growth of the forest on a small scale. At 

P.M. we got under way, and stood in 
and anchored under the south side of the 
larger island in nine fathoms, and moored 
ship with an open hawse to the north. 

We entered by the S.E. passage between 
the south and the north islands. The 
barque followed us, coming in by the S.W. 
passage between the south and the west 
islands, and anchored a little to the S.E. of 
us. Our anchorage is open to the S.E., but 
at this season it does not blow from that 
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quarter, and probably would not bring in 
much sea if it did. We feel very comfort- 
able to-night in snug berth. 

Thursday^ December 2hth. — Christmas- 
day ! — ^the second Christmas since we left 
our homes in the Sumter. Last year we 
were buffeting the storms of the Nortli 
Atlantic, near the Azores; now we are 
snugly anchored in the Areas: and how 
many eventful periods have passed in the 
interval ! Our poor people have been terri- 
bly pressed in this >vicked and ruthless war, 
and they have borne privations and suffer- 
ings which nothing but an intense patriot- 
ism could have sustained. They will live 
in history as a people worthy to be free ; 
and future generations will be astonished 
at the folly and fanaticism, wickedness and 
want of principle, developed by this war 
among the Puritan population of the North. 
And in this class may nine-tenths of the 
native population of the Northern States 
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be placed, to such an extent has the " Ply- 
mouth Rock" leaven " leavened the whole 
lump." A people so devoid of Christian 
charity, and wanting in so many of the 
essentials of honesty, cannot but be aban- 
doned to their own folly by a just and bene- 
volent God. 

Our crew is keeping Christmas by a run 
on shore, which they all seem to enjoy ex- 
ceedingly. It is, indeed, very grateful to 
the senses to ramble about over even so 
confined a space as the Areas, after tossing 
about at sea in a continued state of excite- 
ment for months. Yesterday was the first 
time I touched the shore since I left Liver- 
pool on the 18th August last, and I was 
only one week in Liverpool after a voyage 
of three weeks from the Bahamas ; so that 
I have in fact been but one week on shore 
in five months. My thoughts naturally 
turn on this quiet Christmas-day, in this 
lonely island, to my dear family. I can 
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only hope, and trust them to the protection 
of a merciful Providence. The only sign 
of a holiday on board to-night is the usual 
"splicing of the main -brace" — Anglic^, 
giving Jack an extra allowance of grog. 

Friday^ December 2Qth. — * * * Weather 
fine, but the barometer has gone down the 
tenth of an inch to-day, and is now (7 p.m.) 
29*96. I shall begin to look for a norther 
in about twenty-four hours. We com- 
menced caulking our leaky decks to-day, 
and despatched the launch to assist in 
ballasting the barque. I strolled on the 
islands to-day, and amused myself search- 
ing for shells along the beach. There are 
some very pretty diminutive shells to be 
found, similar to those on the Florida coast ; 
but none of a larger size than the common 
" conch," of which there are a few. We 
have made free with the turtle nets of the 
fishermen found in the huts, and have set 
them. As yet, we have only caught two or 
three small turtle. I landed on the south 
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island to-day, where they are getting off 
ballast. This islet is occupied exclusively 
by the black man-of-war bird; whilst the 
north islet seems to be divided between the 
white gannet . (with the lower edges of its 
wings black) and the black warrior; the 
colonies being quite distinct. The birds are 
stiU laying and incubating. 

Saturday y December 27th. — The barometer 
has risen again, and the weather still con- 
tinues fine. Ballasting the barque, and 
overhauling and setting up our topmast and 
lower- rigging, and caulking decks. Took 
a stroll in the north island towards sunset. 
It is dull recreation after the novelty has 
worn off, with the somewhat tough walking 
through the sand, and the smell and filth 
of the clouds of gannet. 

Sunday^ December 2Sth. — Weather 
cloudy, with the wind from the N.E. At 
8.30 descried a schooner from aloft in the 
N.W., the first sail we have seen, and quite 
an unexpected sight at this season of the 
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year. After we had armed and manned 
the cutter, to board the sail when it should 
heave in sight from the deck, it was ascer- 
tained that the look-out had been deceived, 
and that the supposed sail was probably a 
cloud in the horizon, it having suddenly 
disappeared. 

At 11 A.M. mustered the crew, and in- 
spected the ship. A quiet Sabbath. Strolled 
on the island towards sunset, with the 
gannets for companions, the surf for music, 
and the heavy sand for a promenade. The 
weather cleared at nightfall, with tlie breeze 
fresh from the N.N.E. Some of the men 
are getting tired of their hard service; the 
chief boatswain's-raate having applied to 
return to England in the barque. Refused 
him permission , of course. Constant cruising, 
vigilance against, being surprised by the 
enemy, salt provisions, and a deprivation 
of the pleasures of port, so dear to the heart . 
of a seaman, are probably what most of them 
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did not expect. A tight rein and plenty of 
work will cure the evil. 

Monday^ December 29tL — ^Weather clear 
and fine. At daylight hauled the barque 
alongside, and commenced coaling. Another 
seaman got drunk to-day, and seized his 
bag to go on board the barque to return to 
England. Confined him in double irons. 
Many of my fellows no doubt thought they 
were shipping in a sort of privateer, where 
they would have a jolly good time and 
plenty of license. They have been wofuUy 
disappointed, for I have jerked them down 
with a strong hand, and now have a well- 
disciplined ship of war, punishment invariably 
follows immediately on the heels of the 
ofi^ence. It has taken me three or. four 
months to accomplish this, but when it is 
considered that my little kingdom consisted 
of one hundred and ten of the most reckless 
from the groggeries of Liverpool, this is not 
much. 
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Tuesday, December SOth. — The weather 
still continues remarkably fine, with a 
moderate breeze from the E.S.E, We 
finished coaling to-day, and hauled the 
barque off in the afternoon. Getting ready 
generally for our dash at the enemy's coasts ; 
or rather, at the enemy on our own coasts, of 
which he is in possession. A brig hove in 
sight to-day to the S. and E., approaching 
the islands on the starboard tack, until she 
became visible from the bridge, and then 
tacking — probably a Frenchman, making 
way from Vera Cruz to the eastward on the 
banks. Took my usual afternoon stroll on 
shore. About nightfall, the sky assumes a 
peculiarly lurid aspect, becoming dark over- 
head, whilst the western horizon is lighted 
up with the- rays of the setting sun, al- 
though there is not a cloud visible. One 
witnessing such a scene elsewhere would 
fancy himself on the eve of a storm ; I at- 
tribute it to the reflection from the green 
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waters of the bank* We have cleared away 
all the old eggs from the gannets' nests, and 
these prolific layers are now suppljdng us 
with fresh. Of fish we can catch none, ex- 
cept by trolling. We have no better success 
with our turtle nets. 

Wednesday^ December Zlst — The weather 
has been good all day, though we have had 
a heavy surf on all the reefs, indicating that 
there is a gale somewhere in our vicinity — 
probably a norther, along the Mexican 
coast to the west of us. The wind is at 
N.N.E. and moderate, and the barometer 
has been rising all day, though it has not 
been a tenth below 30.21 ; it is now (4 p.m.) 
30.15, so we shall probably not feel the gale 
here. 

Thursday^ January I5/, 1863. — The first 
day of the new year. What will it bring 
forth? The Almighty for a wise purpose 
hides future events from the eyes of mortals, 
and all we can do is to perform well our 
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parts, and trust' the rest to His guidance. 
Success, as a general rule, attends him who 
is vigilant and active. It is useful to look 
back on the first day of the new year and 
see how we have spent the past;' what errors 
we have committed, and of what faults we 
have been guUty, that we may in the future 
avoid the one and reform the other. 

Although the wind blew pretty fresh 
during the past night, we did not feel the 
gale in any force; and to-day it has mode- 
rated, and the weather become fine again. 
Still caulking and painting. The former 
seems to be an interminable job with our 
small gang of caulkers. In the afternoon 
a brig approached the island, near enough 
to be seen, hull up, from the deck. She 
was beating up the bank to the eastward ; 
probably from Vera Cruz. 

Friday^ January 2nd. — ^The wind has 
been fresh all day from the eastward, bring- 
ing in some sea, and as we have been riding 
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across the tide, the ship has had some mo- 
tion. Caulking and painting, tarring down 
and squaring ratlines, &c. Commenced 
condensing water to supply the barque for 
her return voyage to England. I must get 
to sea on Tuesday, though I fear we shall 
not have finished caulking ; but Banks' ex- 
pedition must be assembling off Galveston, 
and time is of importance to us if we would 
strike a blow at it before it is all landed. 
My men will rebel a little yet. I was 
obliged to-day to trice one of them up for a 
little insolent behaviour. 

Saturday^ January 3rd. — ^A gale opened 
after all from the S.E., which I had hoped 
to escape, so rare is it to have blows from 
this quarter at this season of the year. We 
have veered to forty-five fathoms on each 
chain, and are in six fathoms water astern 
(there being nine where the anchors are), 
and are tailing directly on the surf, with a 
few hundred feet only between us and it^ 
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which of course makes me feel a little soli* 
citnde. We are open to the S.E, winds^ 
though these blow over the bank from land- 
wards. Still the water is deep and the land 
distant, and a considerable sea comes in. 
I have ordered the fires to be lighted under 
another boiler to guard against accidents. 
The Areas are a dirty little anchorage for 
large ships, being but an open roadstead, 
affording good shelter only from the north- 
There is a very small basin between the two 
reefs, running off from the northern island, 
fit for very small vessels, where they could 
be made secure against northerly and 
southerly winds; but everjrwhere they 
would be exposed more or less to wind 
from the westward. 

Sunday, January 4tth. — Weather clear,, 
with the wind fresh from the S.E., dying 
away in the afternoon. Having determined 
to get to sea this evening, we commenced 
getting our coal-bags on board from the 
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barque, omitting the usual Sunday muster. 
Busy with the seamen, as usual on such 
occasions, sending home their allotments, 
&c. The weather begins to portend a 
norther, so I have directed the engineer to 
hold on mth his steam for the present. 

Monday^ January 5th. — It did not blow 
last night as I expected. This morning 
the wind has gone round again. I cannot 
wait longer for the norther,* so I must 

* One of the officers of the Alabama enters in his 
journal that on this day, in anticipation of news being 
received of Lincoln's proclamation, a tombstone, con- 
sistiug of a board about four feet in length and two in 
breadth, was sent on shore and placed in the most 
prominent position the largest island afforded. In- 
scribed on the tombstone, in black letters on a white 
ground, was the following : — " In memory of Abra- 
ham Lincoln, President of the late United States, who 
died of nigger on the brain, 1st January, 1863.'* — 
" No. 290." Upon a piece of paper, protected from 
the weather, was written in Spanish — "Will the 
finder kindly favour me by forwarding this tablet to 
the United States Consul, at the first point he touches 
at 1'' This afiair originated with, and was executed by, 
the steerage officers. 
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get under way. At 1 1 a.m. got under way, 
and stood out from the anchorage under 
steam. Let the steam go down, hoisted the 
propeller, and put the ship under sail. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Another mission — General Banks' expedition — To 
Galveston — Sunday the 11th of January — ^A small 
mistake — ^Preparing for action — The Hatteras — ^A 
iight in the dark — Sharp and decisive — Surrender 
— Rettcue of the crew — Sunk ! — Casualties — Out of 
the hornet's nest. t 

CoNTRABY to her usual aspirations, the prin- 
cipal wish of the Alabama, as she started 
on this fresh cruise, was to reach her desti- 
nation without having seen a single vesseL 
She was now in fact on a service of a kind 
altogether different from that which had yet 
occupied her. In his address to the crew, 
upon taking command off Terceira, Captain 
Semmes had promised that the first moment 
they were in a condition of training and 
discipline, to enable them to encounter the 
enemy, they should have an opportunity of 
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doing so. That time had come, and laying 
aside for a short period her more especial 
role of annihilating as rapidly as possible 
the enemy's commerce, the Alabama set 
steadily out in search of a fight. 

The grand expedition of General Banks, 
which had been the subject of so much spe- 
culation in the United States, and of which 
their newspapers had long before duly in- 
formed the Confederate cruiser, seemed to 
offer the most favourable opportunity possi- 
ble for such an enterprise. The expedition 
would, of course, be accompanied by one or 
more armed vessels, but the principal portion 
of it would be composed of troop-ships, 
crowded with the enemy's soldiers; and 
should the Alabama but prove victorious in 
the fight, these transports would be a prize 
of more practical importance than all the 
grain and all the oil ever carried in a 
merchantman's hold. 

It was a daring adventure certainly. To 
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Steer, with a solitary light-armed sloop, 
dose upon a coast, blockaded from north to 
south, by hundreds of armed vessels, in 
deliberate quest of a squadron, not im- 
probably four or five times stronger than 
herself, was an act of almost reckless hardi- 
hood, fuUy in keeping with the rest of the 
Alabama's career. The event indeed proved 
the full danger of the adventure ; whilst, at 
the same time, nothing could have more 
clearly showed how utterly groundless were 
the dastardly imputations upon the courage 
and prowess of her crew, poured out daily 
from the foul-mouthed organs of the 
Northern press. There could be no ques- 
tion of the fightmg qualities, or disposition, 
of the Confederate cruiser, after such a test 
as this. 

For five days the Alabama kept steadily 
on her course for Galveston, where she ex- 
pected to find the fleet of which she was in 
search. At length, on Sunday, the 11th 
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January — her "lucky day" — ^the moment 
so anxiously looked for came. 

Our position at noon — writes Captain 
Semmes — ^put us just within thirty miles of 
Galveston, and I stood on, intending either 
just to sight the shipping at a great distance, 
without being seen myself, or else to anchor 
just out of sight until the moon should rise 
the following nighty which would be about 
half-past eleven, and then run in, and 
attack, aS' I hoped, " Bank's expedition." 
Owing, however, to a little carelessness in 
the look-out at " masthead," we were per- 
mitted to approach the ships anchored off 
the bar in such plain sight, before they 
were announced, that we were discovered, 
although we tacked immediately and stood 
off, in the hopes of eluding the vigilance of 
the enemy. 

There were three ships found lying off 
the bar— one heavily-sparred ship, which 
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our look-out took for a sail frigate, but 
which afterwards proved to be the Brooklyn 
steamer, our old friend that chased us in the 
Sumter, and two steamers supposed to be 
propellers. Very soon one of the steamers 
was seen to be getting up steam, and in 
about an hour and a half afterwards she 
was reported to be under weigh, standing 
out for us. 

I lowered the propeller, and directed 
steam to be got in readiness, and awaited the 
approach of the stranger, who overhauled us 
very slowly, and seemed to reconnoitre us, 
as he came along, with great caution. 

^ All this time we were standing on under 
topsails away from the bar, and the stranger 
was approaching us stem on. I gave my 
ship a little motion with the engine occa- 
sionally, both to draw the enemy — ^for I, 
of course, supposed him to be such— ^away 
from his consorts, so that in case of a con- 
flict the latter might not hear our guns, and 
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to prolong the time until dark to enable me 
to take in my topsails, and close with him 
in so short a time that the movement should 
not be noticed by him until too late to 
.escape, which I feared he might attempt, if 
he saw me turn upon him with the intention 
of pursuing him. 

Accordingly, soon after dark — the enemy 
in the meantime having approached us so 
near as not to endanger our losing sight of 
him — I clewed up, and furled the topsails, 
beat to quarters, and doubled suddenly 
upon the stranger. He came in quite 
boldly, and when within hailing distance of 
us, hailed us, and inquired — 

"What ship is that?" 

" Her Majesty's ship Petrel. What ship's 
that?" 

To this inquiry there was no reply, and 
although we repeated it several times there 
was no rejoinder. 

During the colloquy, I endeavoured to 
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place myself in a raking position astern of 
him, which he as carefully avoided by keep- 
ing his broadside to me. From this man- 
oeuvre I knew him pretty certainly to be an 
enemy, and having approached to within 
about two hundred yards, I directed my 
First Lieutenant to repeat the question. 
" What ship's that? " was accordingly again 
shouted, and this time there was a reply. 

We distinctly heard that he was an United 
States something or other, but the name we 
could not make out. I then directed the 
First Lieutenant to tell him that this was 
the Confederate States steamer Alabama, 
and to open fire on him immediately, which 
we did from our starboard battery. He 
returned our fire in a minute or two, and 
the action was thus commenced. 

We continued to run side by side at a 
distance ranging from two to five hundred 
yards, both of us keeping up a rapid fire of 
both artillery and rifles, when, after the lapse 
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of thirteen minutes, the enemy fired two 
guns from his off, or starboard side, and 
showed a light above his deck in token of 
his being whipped. 

At once we ceased firing, and approach- 
ing him still nearer, asked him if he. sur- 
rendered and needed assistance. To both 
of these questions he replied in the affirma- 
tive, and we immediately despatched our 
quarter boats to him ; these, with his own 
four boats, were busily employed in trans- 
porting the crew on board, which had 
only been accomplished when the ship went 
down.* 

* TlDited States CoDSulate, Kingston, 

Jamaica, Jan 21, 1863. 

Sib, — It is my painful duty to inform the Depart- 
ment of the destruction of the United States steamer 
Hatteras, recently under my command, by the rebel 
steamer Alabama, on the night of the 11th inst, off 
the oo^t of Texas. The circumstances of the disaster 
are as follows : — 

Upon the afternoon of the 11th inst., at 2.30 
P.M., while at anchor in company with the fleet 
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The prize proved to be the United States 
gunboat, Hatteras, • Lieut. -Commanding H. 
C. Blake, which officer came on board after 

under Commodore Bell, off GaJyeston, Texas, I was 
ordered by Bignal from the CJnited States flag ship 
Brooklyn to chase a sail to the southward and east- 
ward. I got under weigh immediately, and steamed 
with all speed in the direction indicated. After some 
time the strange sail could be seen from the Hatteras^ 
and was ascertained to be a steamer, which fact I 
communicated to the flag-ship by signal. I continued 
the chase and rapidly gained upon the suspicious 
Yessel. Knowing the slow i-ate of speed of the 
Hatteras, I at once suspected that deception was being 
practised, and hence ordered the ship to be cleared for 
action, with eyerything in readiness for a determined 
attack and a vigorous defence. 

When within about four miles of the vessel I 
observed that she had ceased to steam, and was lying 
' broadside and awaiting us. It was nearly seven 
o'clock and quite dark j but notwithstanding the ob- 
scurity of the night, I felt assured, from the general 
character of the vessel and her manoeuvres, that I 
should soon encounter the rebel steamer Alabama. 
Being able to work but four guns on the side of the 
Hatteras — two short 32-pounders, one 30-pounder 
fifled Parrot gun, and one 20-pounder rifled gun — I 

VOL. II. E 
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bis crew had been transported, and delivered 
up his sword, I said to him : — 

^ I am glad to see you on board the Ala- 
bama, and we will endeavour to make your 
time as comfortable as possible-^ 

condndied to close with her that my guns might be 
^ective^ if necessary. 

I came within easy speaking range— about seventy- 
five yards — and upon asking " What steamer is that V* 
received the answer, ^' Her Britannic Majesty^s ship 
PetreL" I replied that I would send a boat aboard^ 
and immediately gave the order. In the meantime- 
the vessela were changing positions, the stranger 
endeavouring to gam a desirable position for a raking 
fire. Almost simultaneously with the piping away of 
the boat the strange crafb again replied, " We are th& 
Confederate steamer Alabama," which was accom- 
panied with a broadside. I at the same moment re* 
turned • the fire. Being well aware of the many 
▼nlnerable points of the Hatteras, I hoped, by closing 
with the Alabama, to be able to board her, and thus 
rid the seas of the piratical craft. I steamed dii^ctly 
for the Alabama, but she was enabled by her great 
speed and the foulness of the bottom of the Hatteras, 
and consequently her diminished speed, to thwart my 
attempt when I had gained a distance of but thirty 
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The Hatteras had the following annament, 

viz. : — 

32-pouuder8 of 27 cwt. . 



30 „ Rifled . 
12 ,, Howitzer 



V 



Total . . 



4 
2 
1 

1 

8 



yards from her. At this range musket and pistol 
shots were exchanged. The nring continued with 
great vigour on both sides. At length a shell entered 
amidships in the hold, setting fire to it, and at the 
same instant — as I can hardly divide the time — a 
shell passed through the sick bay, exploding in an 
adjoining compartment, also producing fire. Another 
entered the cylinder, filling the engine-room and deck 
with steam, and depriving me of my power to man* 
oeuvre the vessel, or to work the pumps, upon which 
the reduction of the fire depended. 

With the vessel on fire in two places, and beyond 
human power, a hopeless wreck upon the waters, with 
her walking beam shot away, and her engine rendered 
useless, I still maintained an active fire, with the 
double hope of disabling the Alabama and attracting 
the attention of the fleet off Galveston, which was 
only twenty-eight miles distant. 

It was soon reported to me that the shells had 
entered the Hatteras at the water-line, tearing off 
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The armament of the Alabama was : — 



32 pounders of 52 owt. 
100 „ Kifled . 

8-incli shell gun . . 



Total . 




1 
1 
1 



entire' sheets of iron, and that the water was rushing 
in, utterly defying every attempt to remedy the evil, 
and that she was rapidly sinking. Learning the 
melancholy truth, and observing that the Alabama 
was on my port bow, entirely beyond the range of my 
guns, doubtless preparing for a raking fire of the deck, 
I felt I had no right to sacrifice uselessly, and without 
any desirable result, the lives of all under my com- 
mand. 

To prevent the blowing up of the Hatteras from 
the fire, which was making much progress, I ordered 
the magazine to be flooded, and afterwards a lee gun 
was fired. The Alabama then asked if assistance was 
desired, to which an affirmative answer was given. 

The Hatteras was then going down, and in order 
to save the lives of my officers and men, I caused the 
armament on the port side to be thrown overboard. 
Had I not done so, I am confident the vessel would 
have gone down with many brave hearts and valuable 
live& After considerable delay, caused by the report 
that a steamer was seen coming from Galveston, the 
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A great disparity in weight of metal in 
our power ; but we equalized this to a con- 
siderable extent by the fair fight which we 
showed the enemy in approaching him so 

Alabama sent na assistance, and I have the pleasure 
of informing the Department that every living being 
was conveyed safely from the Hatteras to the Ala- 
bama. 

Two minutes after leaving the Hatteras, she went 
down, bow first, with her pennant at the mast-head, 
with all her muskets and stores of every description, 
the enemy not being able, owing to her rapid sinking, 
to obtain a single weapon. 

The battery upon the Alabama brought into action 
against the Hatteras numliered nine guns, consisting 
of six long 32-pounder8, one lOO^pounder, one 6d- 
pounder, and one 24*pounder rifled gun. The great 
superiority of the Alabama, with her powerful battery, 
and her machinery under the water*line, must be at once 
recognised by the Department, who are &miliar with 
the construction of the Hatteras, and her total unfit- 
ness fot a conflict with a regular built vessel of 
war. 

The distance between the Hatteras and the Ala- 
bama during the action, varied from twenty-five to 
one hundred yards. Nearly fifty shots were fired from 
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very close as to render his small guns almost 
as efficient as larger ones. 

The tonnage of the Hatteras was eleven 
hundred tons ; material, iron, with watertight 
compartments ; age, eighteen months. Her 
crew numbered a hundred and eight men, 
and eighteen officers; our o^v^l numbering 

the Hatteras, and I presume a greater number from 
the Alabama. 

I desire to refer to the efficient and active manner 
in which Acting-master Porter, executiye officer, per- 
for med his duty. The conduct of the Assistant-surgeon, 
Edward S. Matthews, both during the action and 
afterwards, in attending to the wounded, demands my 
unqualified commendation. I would also bring to the 
favourable notice of the Department Acting*master's 
mate, McGrath, temporarilyperforming duty as gunner. 
Owing to the darkness of the night and the peculiar 
construction of the Hatteras, I am only able to refer 
to the conduct of those officers who came under my 
especial attention ; but from the character of the con- 
test, and the amount of damage done to the Alabama, 
I have personally no reason to believe that any officer 
failed in his duty. 

To the men of the Hatteras I cannot give too much 
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a hundred and eleven nfien, and twenty-six 
officers. 

The casualties on both sides were slight. 
On board the enemy two were missing (fire- 
men), supposed to hav6 been killed in th-e 
fire«room, and three wounded, one of them 
severely, and two slightly* On board our- 
selves, only two slightly wounded, 

praise. Their enihusiasin and bravery w^re of the 
highest order. 

I enclose the report of Assistant-surgeon £. S. Mat- 
thews, l^ which you will observe that five men were 
wounded and two killed. The missing, it is hoped, 
reached the fleet at Galveston. 

I shall communicate to the Department, in a sepa- 
rate report, the movements of myself and my com- 
mand from the time of our transfer to the Alabama 
tmtil the departure of the earliest mail from this place 
to the United States. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant^ 

H. C. Blake, 

Lieutenant Commanding. 
Hon. Gideon Welles, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 

For a further account of this action from the journal 
of one of the junior officers, see Appendix. 
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After the action had been over an hour 
or more, and whilst I was steaming off on 
my course, it was reported to rae that a boat 
of the enemy, containing an acting master 
and five men, which had been lowered before 
we opened fire upon him, to board " Her 
Majesty's steamer Petrel," had escaped. As 
the sea was smooth and the wind blowing 
gently towards the shore, distant only 
about nineteen miles, this boat probably 
reached the shore in safety in five or six 
hours. The night was clear and starlit, 
and it would have no difficulty in shaping 
its course. But for these circumstances, I 
should have turned back to look for it, 
hopeless as this task must have proved in 
the dark. The weather continued moderate 
all night, and the wind to blow on shore. 

It was ascertained that Galveston had 
been retaken by us, and that the Brooklyn 
and four of the enemy's steam-sloops were 
off the port, awaiting a reinforcement of 
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three other ships from New Orleans to can- 
nonade the pkce. So there was no " Banks' 
expedition," with its transports, heavily 
laden with troops, &c., to be attacked, and 
but for the bad look-out of our man at the 
masthead, we should have got instead into 
a hornet's nest. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Crowded with prisoners — Chasing a friend — At 
Jamaica — Enthusiastic reception — Rest on shore^ 
Speech making — Tip anchor! — A prize — Case of the 
Golden Bule — Eeinstating the discipline — ^Capture 
of the Chastelain — San Domingo— The Palmetto-^ 
Men of the day in the United States. 

The Alabama's little fighting holiday was 
over, and she returned to her appointed 
task of annoying the enemy's commerce. 
Her course lay towards Jamaica, the captain 
being anxious to relieve himself as soon as 
possible of the nest of prisoners that 
crowded his decks, and were necessarily the 
occasion of considerable inconvenience to 
both men and officers. The latter espe- 
cially were most uncomfortably crowded, 
the captain setting the example of self- 
sacrifice, by giving up his state-room 
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for the benefit of Lieutenant Blake, Com- 
mander of the sunken Hatteras. 

It may be supposed that, under these 
circumstances, the Alabama was not very 
anxious to increase the number of her 
involuntary passengers. Still duty was 
duty, and when, on the day following the 
engagement, a sail was reported from aloft, 
chase was at once given, and expectation 
again on tiptoe at the thought of a prize. 
No prize, however, was to be taken that 
day. At about half-past two, the Alabama 
came within signal-distance of the chase, 
and was already busy exchanging the usual 
information, when the *' stranger'* barque 
was discovered to be no other than their 
old friend and faithful tender the Agrippina ; 
and the Alabama continued her course, not 
a little amused at her own blunder in thus 
chasing her most particular friend. 

Another week passed by with no event of 
interest, the Alabama working her way 
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towards Jamaica, through a succession of 
more or less heavy gales, which, in the 
crowded state of the ship, were anything 
but comfortable. On the 20th January, 
she sighted land a little before daybreak, 
passing Portland at about 3 p.m., and ar- 
riving off the lighthouse on Plum Point at 
half-past four. Here French colours were 
displayed in case of accident, and a gun 
fired for a pilot. At about half-past six, 
that important individual made his appear- 
ance, and in about three-quarter^ of an 
hour more the Alabama was safely at 
anchor in Port Royal harbour. 

Wednesday^ January 2l5<. — ^Found here 
several English men-of-war — the Jason, the 
Challenger, the Greyhound, &c., the Com- 
manders of all of which called on u^. I 
saw the Commodore (Dunlop) this morning, 
and requested of the Governor through him 
permission to land my prisoners, &c., which 
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was readily granted. Made arrangements 
for coaling and provisioning the ship, and 
for repairing damages; and in the after- 
noon ran up to Kingston, and thence pro- 
ceeded to the mountains with j\Ir. Fyfe. 

Thursday^ January 22nd. — Had a delight- 
ful ride over a fine, natural McAdamized 
road, for about ten miles, and thence bv 
horse and bridle-path through the most 
picturesque of mountainous regions, with its 
lovely valleys, abrupt precipices, streams of 
water, luxuriant foliage, &c., to Flamstead, 
the residence of the Rev. Mr. Fyfe, who 
soon returned from town and received me 
most hospitably.* Spent a delightful, 

* As soon as our arrival became known, the most 
intense excitement prevailed. It is impossible to de- 
scribe the hospitable welcome we received, oveiy one 
placing their houses at our disposal. Up to 9 p.m. 
visitors were constantly received, all expressing a most 
heai^ty, encouraging sympathy for our cause, and 
speaking hopefully for our prospects. Still the same 
enthusiasm prevails: visitors of each sex and every 
class coming on board, officers and men going on 
shore, and receiving the most flattering attentions. 
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quiet day, riding to Flamstead, and walking 
in the afternoon along the winding moun- 
tain paths. Jamaica — ^that is, the south 
side — is a wilderness, and the town of King- 
ston a ruin. The ilegro population idle, 
thriftless, and greatly subject to diseases 
of an inflammatory kind. No morals — 
gross superstition, &c. 

Friday^ January 23rd. — Rode over to, 
and spent a day and night at, Blocksburgh, 
visiting e7i route the English-looking cottage 
of Captain Kent, now absent in England. 
Had some lady-visitors at Blocksburgh in 
the evening. 

Saturday^ January 2ith. — Returned to 
town to-day by the way of Mr. Mais' fairy 
little cottage, kept in the nicest of order, 
and in a perfect picture of a country. Upon 
my arrival in town I found that my friends 
had kindly put a notice in the papers, in- 
forming the good people that I would be 
at the Exchange at noon, &c., &c. Was 
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obliged to go, and made a speech to the 
people, which was well received. Returned 
on board in the evening. 

Sunday^ January 25th. — ^Workmen still 
engaged trying to get the ship ready for 
sea to-night. Returned my visits to the 
English Captains, all of whom I found very 
agreeable. Settling the ship's bills, and 
getting the drunken portion of my crew on 
board by aid of the police. Three of them 
in broad daylight jumped into a shore boat 
and tried to escape ; but we pursued and 
captured them. Work all done, and fires 
lighted at 5 p.m., and at half-past eight we 
steamed out of the harbour. 

Monday^ January 2Qth. — ^At 10.30 a.m. • 
descried a sail, which we came up with at 
1.20 P.M. She proved to be the Golden 
Rule, from New York for Aspinwall. Cap- 
tured and burned her, there being no certi- 
ficate on board of the neutrality of the 
cargo. This vessel had on board masts, 
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spars, and a complete set of rigging, for the 
United States brig Bainbridge, lately obliged 
to cut away her masts in a gale at Aspin- 
wall. Nine prisoners. At about 6 p.m., 
the prize being well on fire, steamed on our 
course. 

CASE OF THE GOLDEN RULE. 

No certificate of the neutral ownership of 
any portion of the cargo. The only bills 
of lading found on board are the follow- 
ing:— 

Marcial and Co. to Gregorio Miro and 
Co., 2069*28 dollars; insured against war 
risk. 

Keeler and Vonhiss to John Wilson, 
724*20 dollars. Consigned to order^ and for 
account and risk of " whom it may concern." 

Woolsey, consigned to order. Amount 
not stated, and no letter of advice. 

Berner to Field. Amount' not stated, 
and no letter of advice. 
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Herques and Maseras to Juan Melendez. 
41*58 dollars. 

F. Heurias to Gillas. Amount not stated, 
and no letter. 



The Golden Rule furnished a supply of 
papers containing an abundance of welcome 
news. From them the Alabama learned of 
the safe escape of her sister cruiser, the 
Florida, from Mobile, as well as of the 
foundering of the United States gunboat 
Monitor in a gale, during her passage 
down the coast. The good news was also 
received of the entire failure of an attack 
on Vicksburg. 

The time was now pretty much taken up 
in reinstating the discipline which had been 
somewhat shaken by the brief stay at Port 
Royal, and in awarding due punishment 
for the various offences there committed. 
On the whole, however, considering the 
hard service the men had undergone, and 
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the length of the confinement they had 
sustained without a single '' spell'' on shore, 
the offences could not be considered very 
numerous. A few of the petty ojfficers 
were disrated, and various minor penalties 
inflicted, and on the 31st January the 
court-martial which had been employed on 
this unpleasant but necessary service, ter- 
minated its sittings and was dissolved. 

Meanwhile another prize had fallen into 
the Alabama's hands, in the shape of the 
United States brig Chastelain, of Boston 
from Martinique and Guadaloupe for Cien- 
fuegos ; and the following day, after duly 
committing her prize to the flames, the 
Alabama arrived at San Domingo, dropping 
anchor off the town at 6 p.m. 

In the harbour were two other vessels: 
one a New York brig, under English 
colours. The anchor had not been long down 
when a visit was received from the Captain of 
the Port, who pjoved to be an old acquaint- 
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ance of Captain Semmes, he having piloted 
the brig Porpoise about the island at the time 
when the latter officer was First Lieutenant 
of that vessel. He seemed much pleased to re- 
new the acquaintance, and volunteered to take 
on shore ,to the Governor, Captain Senmies* 
request for permission to land his prisoners. 

Soon he returned, bringing with him a 
commander of the Spatush navy with the 
required permission. The prisoners were 
accordingly sent on shore, from whence 
they shortly returned, somewhat crestfallen, 
with the intelligence that no one was 
allowed to land after dark. The Captain, 
however, being anxious to depart, applica- 
tion was made to the authorities, who cour- 
teously permitted the prisoners to be s^it 
for the night to the government vessel, 
undertaking to send them on shore in the 
morning. 

This matter settled, the Alabama again 
stood out, having thus displayed for the first 

F 3 
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time in San Domingo the flag of the young 
republic. 

The only excitement of the next few days 
was an alarm of fire, which on the 2nd of 
February occasioned for a short time very 
considerable anxiety. It came from the 
carelessness of the captain of the hold, who, 
in direct violation of the written rules of 
the ship, took a naked light into the spirit- 
room to pump off liquor by. The moment 
he commenced operations the fumes of the 
spirit took fire, placing the ship for a few 
minutes in imminent peril. The danger, 
however, was brief, for the captain happened 
to be on deck at the time,* and at once gave 
the order to beat to quarters ; before it could 
be obeyed the fire was extinguished, and 
the ship's company quitte pour la peur. Not 
so, however, the delinquent captain of the 
hold, who was at once sent to expiate his 
fault in the durance vile of a suit of double 
irons. 
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The 3rd February brought a small prize 
in the United Stiates schooner Palmetto, 
from New York for St. John's, Porto Rico, 
with a mixed cargo of provisions. She, too, 
laid claim to immunity on the ground of 
neutrality of cargo; but inquiry soon led 
to condemnation, and after taking from her 
a large quantity of biscuit, cheese, &c., the 
crew were removed on board the Alabama, 
and the schooner burned. 

CASE OP THE PALMETTO. 

The schooner was U.S., per register and 
flag. The cargo was shipped by Herques 
and Maseras, of New York, to Vincente 
Brothers, in San Juan, Porto Rico. There 
was no affidavit or certificate of neutral 
property on board, and the cargo would 
have been condemnable on this ground alone. 
It being in an enemy's ship, it is presumed 
to be enemy's property until the contrary 
be shown by proper evidence under oath. 
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The Master, upon examination, testified 
that he had no knowledge of the ownership 
of the cargo ; and this, though he was the 
agent and charterer of the ship, as well as 
Master, The correspondence found on 
board — ^that is to say, a letter from the 
shippers to the consignee — states that the 
cargo is shipped, two thirds on accoant^ of 
the consignee, and one third on account of 
the shippers — the parties being the joint 
owners of the undivided cargo in these pro- 
portions. Therefore, whatever may be the 
general business-relations of the parties, 
they are, quoad this shipment, partners; 
and the house in the enemy's country having 
shipped the goods, the other partner's share 
is condemnable, notwithstanding his resi- 
dence in a neutral country. See 3rd Philli- 
more, 605 ; and the Vigilantia, 1 Rob., pp. 
1-14, 19; the Susa, ib. p. 255. 



Several days now passed without adven- 
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ture of any kind, the monotony of alternate 
gales and calms being only varied by the 
receipt of a few old newspapers from the 
schooner Hero^ of Yarmouth, N. S., giving 
news of the angry "resolutions" passed 
by the New York Chamber of Commerce 
with reference to the Alabama ; and also — ^ 
which was of considerably more importance 
—the information that the VanderbUt and 
Sacramento were both to sail towards the 
end* of January, in pursuit of the Confede- 
rateHs^cruiser. 

Sunday, the 15th February, dawned dark 
and gloomy, the wind blowing nearly a 
whole gale from the north, and the Alabama 
dashing along, with the wind well abeam, 
under reefed topsails. 

This boisterous Sabbath, writes Captain 
Semmes, is the second anniversary of my 
resignation from the United States navy, 
and of course it has called up many re- 
miniscences. I have more and more 
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reason, as time rolls oh, to be gratified at 
my prompt determination to quit the ser- 
vice of a corrupt and fanatical majority, 
which even then had overridden the consti- 
tution, and shown itself in so aggressive and 
unscrupulous a form as to give us just cause 
of alarm. 

But what shall we say of its course since ? 
If the historian perform his duty faithfully, 
posterity will be amazed at the wickedness 
and corruption of the Northern and Western 
peoples, and will wonder by what process 
suchadepth of mfamy was reached m so 
short a time. 

, The secret lies here. The politicians 
had become political stock-jobbers, and the 
seekers of wealth had become usurers and 
swindlers ; and into these two classes may 
be divided nearly the whole Yankee popu- 
lation. Such is " Plymouth Rock" in our 
day, with its Beechers in the pulpit, and 
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its Lincoln in ' the chair of Washington ! 
With its Sumners and its Lovejoys in 
Congress, and its Simmonses et id genus 
omne in the contract market ! 
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CHAPTER V. 

Not easily baffled — Two prizes — The Olive Jane — The 
Golden Eagle — ^The white ensign saluted — In trepi- 
dation — Obstinacy — ^The Washington — The William 
Edward — Patience rewarded — Case of the John S. 
Parks. 

More than a week passed without the occur- 
rence of any event worthy of record. Satur- 
day, the 21st February, however, brought an 
exciting chase. By 8 a.m. four vessels had 
been reported in sight. The first seen 
proved too far ahead and to windward, to 
be worth chasing, and sail was then made 
in the direction of two others, which were 
observed to be exchanging signals with con- 
siderable diligence. Their conversation 
ended, they parted company and sailed off 
in different directions, evidently with the 
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object of distracting the attention of the 
Alabama which was now in full chase. 

But the Alabama was not so easily to be 
baffled. Devoting her attention first to the 
vessel which appeared by her slower rate of 
sailing to offer the promise of an easier cap- 

■ 

ture, she got up steam as she went along, 
and the black smoke was already poured 
from her funnel and the propeller beginning 
to revolve as she came within hail of the 
chase. A blank cartridge was fired as 
usual ; but the stranger kept doggedly upon 
his way, evidently determined, if he could 
not escape himself, at all events to do his 
best to increase the chances of his consort. 
Even this chivalrous determination, how- 
ever, was of no avail. A second gun from 
the pursuer quickly followed upon the first, 
and this time the command was pointed by 
the emphatic accompaniment of a round 
shot which went whizzing through the rig- 
ging of the chase. Finding his enemy in 
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earnest, the ship now gave up the game, 
and hove to with the United States colours 
at her peak. Putting a prize crew on 
board, the Alabama wore round, and started 
at full speed in the direction of the second 
vessel, which was making the best of her 
way off, and was by this time some fifteen 
miles distant. The Alabama was now, 
however, under a full head of steam, flying 
through the water at the rate of three to 
one of the chase, and by the end of a couple 
of hours, she also was brought to, with the 
Stars and Stripes flying, and her maintop- 
sail to the mast. 

A rapid investigation of papers resulted 
in the decision that the claim of neutral 
ownership of the cargo was totally unsus- 
tained by evidence, and the crew of the. 
Olive Jane* were transferred to the Alabama, 
and the barque set on fire, whilst her captor 

* Of Boston, from Bordeaux to New York, with a 
partial cargo of French wines and " knickknackeries." 
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again came round and ran down to meet 
his other prize. On communicating with 
the prize-master in charge she proved to 
be the United States ship Golden Eagle, 
from Rowland's Island in the Pacific Ocean 
to Cork for orders. 

The following particulars relating to 
these two vessels, are given in Captain 
Semmes' journal : — 

CASE OF THE OLrVE JANE. 

Under United States colours and register 
— from Bordeaux for New York — cargo 
consigned generally to houses in New York, 
with the exception of five of the shipments 
which are consigned to order ; but there is 
no claim among the papers of French pro- 
perty, ^ven in these latter shipments, and 
non constat but that the property is Ame- 
rican, and that the consignment on the face 
of the papers was made in this manner to 
give a semblance of French ownership, until 
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the property should reach its destinatioD, 
when the real owner would claim it under a 
duly-indorsed bill of lading, forwarded to nim 
by steamer. At all events, the presumption 
of law is, that all property found on board 
an enemy is enemy's property, untU the con. 
trary be shown by proper evidence; and 
no evidence has been presented in this case 
at all. The master, though quarter owner 
of the barque, and who, consequently, 
should be well informed as to her cargo, 
&c., knows nothing, except that one of the 
shippers — a Frenchman — told him that 
forty casks of wine, worth, perhaps, twenty 
dollars per cask, belonged to him. Vessel 
and cargo condemned. 



CASE OF THE GOLDEN EAGIiE. 

Ship under United States colours and 
register. From San Francisco, vid How- 
land's Island, for Cork, laden with guano 
by the American Guano Company. Cargo 
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consigned to " orders." There is no ques- 
tion, therefore, of property. Ship and cargo 
condemned. 



On the morning of the 23rd February 
four vessels were in sight; but on over- 
hauling them they one and all proved to 
be under the protection of neutral flags. 
One of them, however — a Frenchman from 
Buenos Ayres to Havre — relieved . the 
Alabama of two French prisoners, an artist 
and his son, captured on board one of the 
late prizes. One of the other vessels — the 
Prince of Wales, from Melbourne to England 
— dipped her ensign to the Yankee colours 
displayed from the Alabama, on which the 
latter, unwilling to appropriate a compli- 
ment intended for another, lowered the Stars 
and Stripes and hoisted her own ensign. 
Hardly had the change been effected when 
a bustle was observed on board the English 
vessel, and passengers and crew crowded 
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on deck to have a look at the renowned 
Confederate. The formal compliment ac- 
corded to the flag firat displayed was re- 
newed with hearty good-will, and this time 
accompanied by the most enthusiastic 
demonstrations from all on board, the men 
cheering and the ladies waving their hand- 
kerchie& in honour of the gaUant little 
cruiser of which they had heard so much. 

The next day, the Alabama being in the 
vicinity of the crossing of the 30th parallel 
by the Ban Roque and India-bound United 
States ships, sail was shortened, and a bright 
look-out kept, but until nearly sunset no- 
thing was seen ; and when, at length, " Sail, 
ho !" was cried, and the Confederate cruiser 
on nearing the stranger showed the Yankee 
colours, it was replied to by the tricolour of 
France. Again, at ft*80 rm,j when another 
vessel was descried, there was still no priase, 
although it required two cartridges^ a chase 
of three-quarters of an hour, and vociferous 
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demands in both English and French to 
compel the vessel to heave to. When, at 
last, the Master obeyed the command, it was 
discovered that the brig was a Portuguese, 
bound from Pemambuco to Lisbon. The 
officer despatched to overhaul the chase 
found, on stepping on board, everything in 
the wildest confusion, and everybody so 
alarmed, that neither skipper, mates, nor 
seamen seemed to know what they were 
about. So great, indeed, was their trepida* 
tion, that upon an explanation being asked 
of their strange conduct, the excuse given 
was that they were too frightened to 
heave to ! 

The 25th February was a blank, only two 
sail being seen ; the one a Dutchman, the 
other English. The master of the latter 
coolly asked the Alabama to take to England 
a discharged British seaman, and on the 
following morning another master of an 
English ship made a similar request— both 
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being met with a refusal. On the 26th, no 
less than thirteen sail were sighted by the 
Alabama, but not one of them displayed the 
Yankee flag. The only excitement of the 
day was an obstinate Hamburgh barque^ 
which refused to show colours until the 
Confederate cruiser was nearly upon her, 
and even then a blank cartridge was re- 
quired to bring her to. 

After the large number of neutrals that 
the Alabama had overhauled,, came a prize* 
On the morning of the 27th February the 
United States ship Washington was cap- 
tured. The vessel was the property of the 
enemy, but as she carried a cargo of guana 
from the Chincha Islands, on account of 
the Peruvian government, consigned to their 
agents at Antwerp, the Washington was 
released on giving a ransom bond for 50,000 
dollars. The prisoners on boarcl the Ala* 
bama having been transferred to the cap- 
ture, the two vessels parted company j the 
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United States ship going on its course, 
rejoicing that the neutral cargo she carried 
had saved her from a fiery end. Two 
days after another prize was taken. On 
the 1st March the Bethia Thayer, of Rock- 
land, Maine, was overhauled, and like the 
Washington, having on board guano the 
property of the Peruvian government, was 
released on a bond for 50,000 dollars. 

Shortly after, a suspicious barque, with: 
the English flag at the peak, hove in sight. 
Immediately the Alabama set every stitch 
of canvas, the stranger did the same, and 
away the two dashed before the fresh 
south-wester that was blowing. The chase 

ft 

was most exciting, and lasted seven hours; 
but gradually the Alabama overhauled the 
suspicious craft, and at 4.30 p.m. was 
enabled to signal it. The Confederate 
hoisted the United States flag, and an- 
nounced herself by an assumed name. The 
barque replied that she was the William 

g2 
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Edward, from Bahia, for Liverpool. After 
some further communication, which con- 
vinced the Alabama that the harque was 
English, the cruiser announced her real 
name, and permitted the William Edward 
to proceed on her course. At nightfall 
another ship was chased, which, upon being 
brought to, also proved to be English, the 
Nile, bound from Akyab to London. The 
master of thid vessel informed the boarding- 
officer that a United States man-of-war, 
supposed to be the Ino, was in the South 
Atlantic, in eager search of the Alabama ! 
' At daybreak on the 2nd March, a sail 
w^s made out through the hazy atmo- 
sphere, slowly steering towards the cruiser. 
Patiently the Confederate waited, as the 
light wind from the south bore the stranger 
towards them ; their patience, too, was re- 
warded, for at 6 A.M. a boarding-officer 
stepped on board -the ship John S. Parks, 
of Hallowall, Maine. The skipper, his wife. 
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and crew, were transferred to the cruiser, 
together with sundry stores and provisions; 
and then, after Captain Semmes had care- 
fully examined the papers of the oipture,^ the 
prize was set fire to, making number thirty- 
five on the list of the Alabama's successes. 
With respect to the cargo of the Parks, 
there was a plea of neutrality set up, to 
which, as the following extracts will show, 
Captain Semmes gave the fullest consider- 
ation: — 

CASE OF THE SHIP JOHN S. PARKS. 

Ship under U.S. colours and register. 
Cargo, white pine lumber, laden on board 
at the port of New York. The cargo 
was shipped by Edward F. Davidson, who 
appears, from the statement of the master, 
to be a large lumber dealer, and is consigned 
to Messrs. Zimmemian, Faris, and Co., at 
Monte Video, or Buenos Ayres. Annexed 
to the bill of lading is what purports to be 
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an affidavit sworn to before "Pierrepont 
Edwards," who signs himself as "vice- 
consul." Above his name are the words, 
" by the consul," from which it appears he 
professes to act for the consul, and not for 
himself as " vice-consul."* The affiant is 
Joseph H. Snyder, who describes himself 
as of " 128, Pearl Street, New York." He 
states that the cargo was shipped by Edward 
F. Davidson, " for and on account of John 
Fair and Co., of London, &c." First, as to 

* Extract from a letter, captured on the barque 
Amazoniai], from Mr. Edward F. Davidson to Messra 
Zimmerman, Faris, and Co., of Monte Video : — 

''Yon will learn from London of the loss of the 
ship John S. Parks, and collection there of insurance 
on her cargo : the freight is insured here, at the Great 
Western Comi>any. They have thirty days, after re- 
ceipt of the captain's protest, to pay the loss in. Cap- 
tain Cooper has arrived in Portland, and gone to his 
home at Hallowall ; and the Company require a copy 
of the protest made in London, certified by the Con- 
sul, which I have sent for. In the meantime, I have 
requested the captain to come to this, and trust not 
to have to wait receipt of the documentfrom London." 
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the form of this affidavit. A vice-consul is 
one who acts in place of a consul when the 
latter is absent from his post ; and when 
thi8 is the case, he signs himself as vice- 
consul, and his acts take eflfeot proprio vigor Cy 
and not as the acts of the consul — which 
this act purports to do. Further, the Mas- 
ter Avas unable to verify this document, 
which, to give it validity, he should have 
been able to do — he declaring that he 
could not say whether it was a forgery 
or not. " Although, as has been said, the 
ship's papers found on board are proper evi- 
dence, yet they are so only when properly 
verified; for papers by themselves prove 
nothing, and are a mere dead letter if they 
are not supported by the oaths of persons 
in a situation to give them validity."^ 3rd 
Phillimore, 394. Further, "Valin sur 
rOrdonnance" says, " II y d, plus, et parceque 
les pieces en forme trouvees abord, peuvent 
encore avoir ete concertees en fraude, il a 
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iti ordonne par arr^t de conseil du 26 Oc- 
tobre, 1692, que les depositions contraires 
des gens de I'equipage pris, pr^vaudroient k 
ces pieces." The latter authority is express 
to the point, that papers found on board a 
ship are not to be credited, if contradicted 
by the oath of any of the crew, and I take 
it that an inability to verify amounts to the 
same thing. For if this had been a bond 
fide transaction, it was the duty of the party 
interested to take the master before the 
consul to witness the taking of the deposi- 
tion, so that he might verify " the paper," 
if captured. But why should Mr. Snyder 
be the party to make thb affidavit? He 
was not the shipper, but Davidson, a lumber 
dealer; and Davidson, who, if he sold the 
lumber at all, must have known to whom 
he sold it, was the proper person to testify 
to the fact. Further : the master says that 
Snyder bought the lumber from Davidson, 
as he was informed by his (the master's) 
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brother, who was the owner of the ship. 
If so, then Snyder being the owner of the 
lumber (whether on his own* or foreign ac- 
count, it matters not) was the real shipper, 
and not Davidson, and the proper person to 
consign it to the consignees, either in his 
own name, or in the name of his principal, 
if he were an agent. But the bill of lading, 
and Davidson's letter to the consignees, 
show that Davidson was both the shipper 
and the consignor. The ship was also 
chartered by Davidson, and 13,000,000 
dollars freight-money paid in advance, for 
which Davidson required the owner of the 
ship to secure him by a policy of insurance 
against both marine and war risk— the policy 
made payable to him (Davidson) in case of 
loss. Two questions arise upon that policy : 
1st— why, if the property were bond fide 
neutral (the cargo itself was also insured 
in London) the war clause should be in- 
serted? and, 2nd — ^why Davidson should 
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make the policy payable to himself? If he 
advanced this freight money on the credit 
of the London house, he had no insurable 
interest in it ; and if the lumber really be* 
longed to the London house, and was going 
to their partners or agents at the port of 
delivery, why should Davidson pay the 
freight in advance at all? And if Snyder 
purchased the lumber of Davidson, why 
should Snyder not have made the advance 
for his principfirl instead of Davidson ? The 
conclusion would seem to be, that Davidson 
was shipping this lumber on his own account 
to agents, in \vhose hands he had no funds 
or credit, and as the lumber might not be sold 
readily, the ship could not be paid her freight 
unless it were paid in advance? Further: 
the ship had a contingent destination. She 
was either to go to Monte Video or Buenos 
Ayres, as the consignees might find most 
advantageous. This looks verv much like 
hunting for a market. But* further still* 
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Although Davidson prepared a formal letter 
of consignment to Zimmerman, Faris, and 
Co*, to accompany the consular certificate, 
he at the same time writes another letter, 
in which he says, " The cargo of John S. 
Parks I shall have certified to by the British 
Consul as the property of British subjects. 
You will find it a very good cargo, and 
should command the highest prices." How- 
ls Davidson interested in the price which 
this cargo will bring, if it belongs, as pre- 
tended, to the house in London? And if 
Davidson sold to Snyder, and Snyder was 
the agent of the house in London, Davidson 
should have stiU less concern with it. In 
that same letter in which a general account 
of recent lumber shipments is given, the fol- 
lowing remarks occur : — " Messrs. Harbeck 
and Co, have a new barque, Anne Sherwood, 
in Portland, for which they have picked up in 
small lots a cargo of lumber costing 20,000 
dollars. I have tried to make an arrange- 
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ment for it to go to you (on account of 
John Fair and Co., of London?) ; but they as 
yet only propose to do so, you taking half- 
interest at twenty-five dollars, and freight at 
eighteen dollars, payable at yours (port?), 
which is too much. If I can arrange it on 
any fair terms, I will do so for the sake of 
keeping up your correspondence with H. 
and Co." 

This letter would seem to show that 
Zimmerman, Faris, and Co. are favourite 
consignees with Davidson, and that he not 
only consigns his own lumber to them (for 
it must be remembered that he is a lumber 
dealer) but endeavours to befriend them 
by getting them other consignments. It 
may be that Davidson in New York, John 
Fair and Co., in London, and Zimmerman, 
Faris, and Co., in Buenos Ay res, are all 
connected in this lumber business, and that 
the trade is attempted to be covered under 
the name of the London house ; or it may 
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be that Davidson is the sole owner, or a 
joint owner with Zimmerman, Fans, and 
Co* In either case the property is con- 
demnable, being shipped by the house of 
trade in the enemy's country. Ship and 
cargo condemned. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Piscomforts of life at sea — A stem chase— Seized*- 
' The Punjaub ransomed — ^Kain-squalls — A luxuiy — 
The Morning Star — ^Neutral cargo— The Fairhaven 
—The Ino on the look-out— The Charles Hill— The 
Nora — Fire-water — Commercial morality — The 
Louisa Hatch — Black diamonds — Coaling at sea 
tmder difficulties — ^Fernando de Koronha. 

Captain Cooper, of the John Parks, and 
his wife and two nephews, were fortunate 
in not being condemned to a long period of 
captivity. The burning remains of his 
unlucky vessel were still within sight, when 
an English barque ranged up alongside of 
the Alabama, and an arrangement was soon 
effected with her captain to convey the 
whole party to England, 

A long interval now, with nothing but 
the Englishman's excitement — ^the weather 
— ^to break the weary monotony of an 
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eventless voyage. So far, however, as 
gales of wind could offer a distraction, the 
Alabama had little of which to complain, 
and the vessel rolled and tumbled about in 
the heavy seas in a manner which sorely 
tried the endurance of, at all events, her 
unfortunate captain. 

The gale still continues, writes Captain 
Senunes, on the 11th March. Wind 
E.N.E. For four days now we have been 
rolUng and tumbling about, with the wind 
roaring day and night through the rigging, 
and rest more or less disturbed by the 
motion of the ship. Sea-life is becoming 
more and more distasteful to me. The fact 
is, I am reaching an age when men long 
for quiet and repose. During the war my 
services belong to my country, and ease 
must not be thought of; but I trust that 
the end is not afar off. The enemy, from 
many signs, is on the point of final discom- 
fiture. Nay, a just Providence will doubt- 
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« 

1 ess . punish the wicked fanatics who have 
waged this cruel and unjust war upon us, 
in a way to warn and astonish the nations 
upon earth. Infidelity and wickedness in 
every shape let loose upon themselves, 
must end in total destruction. The Yankee 
States have yet to go through an ordeal 
they little dreamed of in the beginning of 
their unholy crusade against the Southern 
people. 

On the 12th the vessel was within four- 
teen degrees of the equator, but so cool did 
the weather still continue that all hands 
were still wearing woollen clothing, and 
sleeping under a couple of blankets. The 
sky continued grey and overcast, with an 
occasional slight sprinkle of rain, and a stiff 
breeze. The barometer falling steadily until 
on the 14th March it had reached as low a^s 
29*96, about the usual standard of the trade 
winds. 

That night brought however a slight re- 
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I lief from the long dulness, It was just mid- 

night when the startling cry of " Sail, ho ! 
close aboard !" was heard from the lookout ; 
and in less than five minutes the Alabama 
was within hailing distance of a large ship 
standing close on a wind towards the north- 
ward and westward. 

" Ship ahoy ! — what ship's that ?" rang 
hoarsely through the speaking-trumpet 
from the deck of the Alabama. But no 
answer came, and the hail was repeated. 
Still no answer, the strange sail keeping 
steadily on her course, regardless of every- 
thing, her huge hull towering up high and 
dark as she passed almost within harpooning 
distance of the Alabama, and shot away 
again into the darkness, like a phantom 
that on being spoken to, had vanished 
away. 

But the Alabama could have brought-to 
the Flying Dutchman himself, if he had 
attempted to pass by without answering a 

VOL. n. H 
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hail. " Hands, wear ship !" was the order 
before the sound of the second summons 
had well died away. Up went the helm, 
round came the Alabama's head in the 
direction in which the stranger had dis- 
appeared; and with the reefs shaken out of 
her topsails, away she went in chase like a 
greyhound after a hare. 

By the time sail was made, and headway 
got on the ship, the chase was some three 
maes in advance, and gliding swifdy along 
with a strong breeze. But though a st^rn 
chase is proverbially a long chase, the 
splendid sailing qualities of the Alabama 
fioon made themselves felt, and within three 
hours after her helm was put up, she was 
within a few hundred yards of the stranger, 
who now hove to at the first summons 
from the cruiser's bow-giins. 
, She proved to be the United States ship 
Punjaub, of Boston, from Calcutta for 
London, and having an English cargo on 
board, as appeared from sworn affidavits 
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among the papers, from the nature of the 
voyage — ^from one British port to another 
— and from the cargo of jute and linseed, 
she was released on a ransom bond for 
65,000 dollars, the remaining prisoners 
from the John Parks being transferred to 
her for passage home. 

The 21st March brought a change of 
weather, with heavy squalls of rain. The 
variety was greatly enjoyed by all onboard, 
Captain Semmes recording in his journal 
his own pleasure at once more hearing the 
roll of the thunder, for the first time for 
many months, and the delight with which 
both officers and men paddled about on the 
deck with their bare feet, enjoying,' " like 
young ducks," the first heavy rain they had 
experienced for a considerable time. 

On the morning of Monday, March 23rd, 
a sail hove in sight, which, being over- 
hauled about noon, was found to be the 
United States ship Morning Star, from 

h2 
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Calcutta to London. This ship also had a 
neutral cargo, duly vouched as such by the 
proper legal certificates; so she, too, was 
released on ransom bond. A second prize, 
however, which fell into the Alabama's 
hands the same day, was less fortunate. 
This was the United States schooner King- 
fisher, of Fairhaven, Massachusetts, some 
months out on a whaling voyage. It was 
wdl for her that she but very recently dis- 
charged into another vessel her second 
cargo of oil, and could only, at present, 
boast of some twenty barrels, all of which 
were at once consigned to the flames, toge- 
ther with the unlucky vessel. 

The Kingfisher brought a piece of intel- 
ligence which afforded immense satisfaction 
to all on boAnl, being of no less a fact than 
the presence of the United States sloop of 
war, Ino, at Ascension, ,where the King- 
fisher had left her but a fortnight before. 
This was the identical vessel that had 
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assisted in the piratical capture of Messrs. 
Myers and Tunstall, on neutral ground, 
scarcely fourteen months before; and all 
hands were rejoicing in the prospect of 
an early brush with her, when the out- 
rage then perpetrated might be avenged. 
Anxious as all were for a fight on any 
terms, there was possibly not a vessel in 
the .United States navy they would have 
more gladly encountered. 

It was a curious circumstance connected 
with this schooner, that her master was, 
according to his account, one of the only 
three persons in his native place, Fairhaven, 
who, in the last fatal election of a President 
for the United States, had voted for the 
Southern candidate, Breckmridge. 

Two more captures were made on the 
following day— one, the ship Charles Hill, 
of Boston, from Liverpool to Monte Video ; 
the other, the ship Nora, also of Boston, 
Irom Liverpool for Calcutta. In both cases 
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the usual claim was set up to a neutral 
ownership of cargo, and as usual on inves- 
tigation proved to be altogether unsupr 
ported by anything like real evidence. 
The following are the cases : — 

CASE OF THE CHARLES HILL, 

Ship under U.S. flag and register, laden 
with salt (value in Liverpool six shillings 
per ton), under charter party with H. E; 
Falk to proceed from Lijverpool to Monte 
Video or Buenos Ayres. No claim of neu- 
tral property in the cargo. Ship and cargo 
condemned. 

CASE OF THE NORA. 

Ship under the HJ.S. flag ;: laden with salt^ 
under charter party !with W. N.. de Mattos,. 
of London, to proceed to Calcutta. In the 
bill of lading the cargo is consigned to 
^'^ order;" and on the back of the bill is this- 
endorsement : — " I hereby certify that the 
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salt shipped on board the Nora is the pro- 
perty of W. N. de Mattos, of London, and 
that the said W. N. de Mattos is a British 
subject, and was so at the time of shipment* 
"(Signed) H. E. Falk, 

" Agent for W. N. de Mattos." 

At the bottom of the signature is " R. C. 
Gardner, Mayor/' presumed to be intended 
for the signature of the Mayor of Liverpool. 
As this statement is not under oath, and as 
there is no seal attached to it, it does not 
even amount to an ex parte affidavit. Ves- 
sel and cargo condemned. 



Some valuable supplies were extracted 
from these two ships, and the prisoners-^ 
one of them a female — ^having been trans- 
ferred to the Alabama, the vessels were 
fired on the evening of the day after their 
capture. As was but too frequently the 
case in boarding prizes, access was by some 
means obtained to their strong liquor, and 
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that evening saw a good deal of drunken- 
ness on board the Alabama. Unfortunately, 
the delinquents were but too often some of 
the best men in the ship. They could be 
trusted with anything in the world but 
rum or whisky ; but against temptation of 
this kind they were not proof, and the duty 
of boarding offered only too easy an oppor- 
tunity, of indulging this true sailor's taste. 
However, if the prizes had their Uttle bit of 
revenge in thus creating a temporary dis^ 
order among their captors, they in this 
case^ at all events, more than made up for 
it, by contributing an accession of half-a- 
dozen seamen> the crew, which, notwith- 
atanding the discharge of the men sent 

home in the ^ was now fast growing 

very strong. 

The following extract from a letter found 
on board the Charles Hill may throw some 
light on the pretensions of that vessel at 
all events, to the protection of neutrality :-*- 
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CaptiuQ F. FercivaL 

Dbar Sib, — ^I have read your several 
letters from Philadelphia. As a rebel pri- 
vateer has burned several American ships, 
it may be well if you can have your bills of 
lading endorsed as English property, anA. 
have your cargo certified to by the English 
Consul, &c. 

After crossing the equator during the night 
of the 29th.30th March, the Alabama 
experienced a succession of calms and wet 
weather; at one time chasing a vessel 
in so thick a mist that, though not more 
than a mile or two ahead, she was more 
than once lost sight of for an hour at a 
time. She was still involved in this misty, 
uncomfortable weather, when, on the night 
of ihe 4th April, she again fell in with an 
United States ship, the Louisa Hatch, 
deeply laden with that, to the Alabama, 
most invaluable article — coal. An inves- 
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tigation of her papers gave the following 
result : — 

CASE OF THE LOUISA HATCH. 

Ship, under U.S. colours. Among the 
papers is a charter party, dated London, 
1st January, 1863, executed between John 
Pine and Co., and William Grant, the 
Master, by which the ship was chartered to 
take coal to Point de Galle, Ceylon, or 
Singapore, as ordered, &c. Without any 
assignment of this contract, as far as ap" 
pears, the ship seems to have been loaded 
by entirely new parties, to wit, by one J. R. 
Smith, who describes himself as the agent 
of H. Worms, of Cardiff. By the bill of 
lading, the ship is to proceed to the Point 
de Galle, and there deliver the coal to the 
company of Messageries Impferiales. On 
the back of the bill of lading is the following 
certificate: — "I certify that the within* 
mentioned cargo is French property, having 
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been shipped by order, for the account of 
the Messageries Imp^riales." This certificate 
is signed by Mr. Smith, but is not sworn 
to, nor is the order, nor any copy of the 
order to ship this cargo to an account of 
the Messageries Imp^riales, found among 
the papers. As the ship was not chartered 
by any agent of this company, arid as the 
coal was not shipped by any such agent, 
Smith being the agent of Worms, and 
Worms not being described as the agent of 
the company, the presumption is that, if 
there was any such order at all in the case, 
it was a mere general understanding that 
the company would pay so much per ton 
for coal delivered for them at their depots^ 
the property remaining in the shippers 
until delivery. The presumption, in the 
absence of proof, is, that the cargo being 
on board an American ship is American; 
shipped on speculation to the far east, l^ 
the owner, or his agent, in Cardiff; and we 



108 CRUISE OF THE ALABAMA 

have seen that there is no legal evidence in 
the case; the unsworn certificate of Mr. 
Smith not even amounting to an ex parte 
affidavit. Ship and cargo condemned. 
Probable value of cargo in Cardiff, 2600 
dollars. Cost of coal in Brazil, 15 to 17 
dollars per ton. 

The Alabama now stood away in the 
direction of Fernando de Noronha, with 
her prize in company, with the intention of 
there taking on board a fresh supply of 
coal. The run was not a little protracted 
by the light and baffling mnds that still 
prevailed, and as though this was not 
enough, fortune must needs play her a 
trick, by sending her off on a chase of four- 
teen miles after a supposed Yankee whaler^ 
which, when at last overhauled, turned out 
to be nothing but a poor little green-paiQted 
" Portiguee." 

Rain — ^rain-— rain, the sun sometimes 
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showing himself for an hour or two, just a 
few minutes too early, or a few minutes too 
late, for any purposes of observation^ and 
then again retiring behind the dense masses 
of cloud that hid the whole horizon in one 
drenching down-pour. And all this while 
every mile of latitude of the last impor- 
tance, as the Alabama groped her way 
slowly to the southward and eastward in 
sea^h of the little island at which she was 
to take in her supplies, and which she might 
at any moment run past in the darkness 
altogether! Trying work, indeed, for the 
patience of men cooped up in their narrow 
floating prison, and longing to be at work 
again. 

Too trying at last to be borne any longer 
without an effort at action; so a bold 
attempt was made at coaling while under 
way upon the open sea! Steam was got 
up, and the prize taken in tow, and then 
two boats were lowered, and set to work. 
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But the scheme, bold and ingenious as it 
was, was soon found to be impracticable. 
The boats managed to get loaded from the 
captured collier, but they had then to be 
warped up alongside the Alabama, and 
the lowest speed that could be given 
her was too great for them to be hauled 
up against it. So each time, as they 
were filled, it was necessary to stop the 
engine, and thus occasion another diffi- 
culty. 

We now — says Captain Semmes — ^began 
to part our tow lines by these stoppages 
and startings, and it took a long time to 
get the line fast again ; so after a sleepless 
night, during which, as I lay in my cot 
trying to sleep, it seemed as if a dozen 
stentors on deck were rivalling each other 
in making the night hideous, I sent word 
to get the boats run up again, and to con- 
tinue our course to Fernando de Noronha 
without interruption.. 
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At daylight we made the peak of the 
island a long way off, some thirty-eight or 
forty miles, and in the afternoon at 2.30 
came to, with the peak bearing S.W. ^ S. 
and the N.E. end of the Rat Island N.E. 
by E. J E., depth of water thirteen and a 
half fathoms. Anchored the prize near us. 
But for our. st^am we should have been 
still drifting to the S.W., as the day has 
^ been, nearly calm throughout. Fernando de 
Noronha in the wayside of the commerce 
of all the world, is sighted by more ships, 
and visited by fewer, than any other spot 
of earth. It is a broken, picturesque, 
volcanic rock, in mid ocean, covered with a 
pleasing coat of verdure, including trees of 
some size, and the top of the main island is 
cultivated in small farms, &c. Awfully hot 
when the sun shines, and indeed, when he 
does not shine. Just af%er dark hauled the 
prize alongside, and commenced coaling. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

An official " in trouble** — Ou shore again — A break- 
fast party — On horseback-^BlowiDg hard — Taken 
in the net — Easy captures— The Kate Cory — The 
Lafiiyette — ^A polite Qovemor — ^The Louisa Hatch 
burned, and Kate Cory burned — ^Landing prisoners 
— Tired of waiting — ^A scramble — Out of harbour 
again. 

April llth. — Light and variable airs; misty 
from the southward and eastward, and op- 
pressive; ther. 8S°. Last night the two 
vessels lay alongside of each other so roughly, 
and we received so much damage (our fore* 
channels being crushed in, and our topsail 
mainyard being carried away) that we were 
compelled to haul the prize off, and continue 
coaling by means of our boats. 

The authorities on shore having hoisted 
no colours, we have not set ours to-day. 
We were visited this morning by a couple 



AND THS SUMTER. 113 

of gentlemen from the shore, bearing a 
letter from the Governor in reply to an 
inquiry I had caused the Paymaster to ad- 
dress to him on the subject of supplies. 
Their interpreter very naively informed me 
that he was a German, who had been sen- 
tenced to banishment here from Rio, and that 
he had a year and a-half to serve. This 
was said while my servant was drawing 
the cork of a champagne bottle. The forgeir 
(for such was his offence) taking his glass 
of wine with the rest! The Governor in- 
formed me that I could procure supplies of 
beef, fresh pork, fowls, &c., and that he 
Tvould be glad to exchange these articles 
with me for flour, wine, sugar, coffee, &c. 
I was glad to find that he raised no question 
of neutrality, though he had, no doubt, been 
informed by a boat's crew from the shore 
that got the information on board, of the 
ship in my company being a prize. He 
kindly invited me to visit the shore. During 

VOL. II. I 
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the night (one o'clock) we had a surprise 
in the way of a strange steamer making 
her appearance, coming round the point of 
Rat Island. I had all hands called to 
quarters, and the battery made ready, 
L extinguiAed, and chL got right for 
slipping. Although she came within a mile 
of us, with the intention, as we thought, of 
coming to anchor, she kept on her course to 
the southward and we piped down, the 
men much fagged from coaling, not haying 
lost more than half an hour's rest by the 
operation. 

Sunday^ April 1 2th. — The exigencies of 
war compel me to work to-day in coaling 
ship. Weather clear, and very hot during 
morning, clouding about noon and raining 
for several hours. 

I visited the island this morning in 
company with the Surgeon, and called on 
the Governor. The surf was too heavy 
to land, but we found a bolsa moored at 
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some distance from the shore, and trans- 
ferring ourselves to this we were very skil- 
fully put through the surf by three or four 
naked fellows, two of them not having even 
a breech-cloth about their loins. Fine, well- 
made fellows they were too. We found 
horses in waiting, and rode about a 
mile to the village and residence of the 
Governoi>-^ Major in the Brazilian army ; 
passing an immense sand-drift, which we 
had not expected to find on tliis volcanic 
rock. 

We found the Governor at breakfast, and 
he insisted on our seating ourselves, and 
making a second breakfast withliim in com- 
pany with his wife— a sprightly, bright 
mulatto— and a pretty girl, quite white, of 
about sixteen, and the padre. After break- 
fast we were introduced to a number of 
what appeared to be the gentry of the 
island, and who had assembled thus early 
to meet us. Having smoked and chatted 

i2 
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awhile, we remounted for a ride over the 
island. 

We were not in the saddle more than 
twenty minutes when one of those showers 
so sudden in this climate overtook us, and 
gave us a complete drenching ; we had other 
showers during the day, but were compen- 
sated by the sun hiding himself during the 
entire ride. We passed under the shadow 
of the gigantic peak, and soon reached the 
summit of the island, which spreads out 
into a most beautiful and productive plain 
of some two or three hundred acres. The 
soil is a ferruginous clay of the richest de- 
scription, and covered with the choicest 
vegetation of wild grapes, Indian com, the 
cotton plant, the castor bean, &c« &c. We 
stopped a few minutes to examine a manioc 
manufactory. Continuing our ride, we 
passed through a small but dense forest, to 
a cocoa-nut plantation on the south-west 
part of <he island, where we found the water- 
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melon growing in its choice soil — sand. Here 
we took shelter again from another heavy 
rain, and got some fine grapes. Whilst 
waiting for the shower to pass, I had quite 
a talk with the Governor on various topics ; 
among others, on the state of the mixed 
races in the Brazils, &c. &c. The island 
at the season at which we visited it was a 
gem of picturesque beauty — exceedingly 
broken and diversified with dells and rocks, 
and small streams, &c. &c. It was the 
middle of the rainy season. The little 
mountain paths as we returned became small 
brooks that hummed and purled in their 
rapid course. I took occasion to inform 
his Excellency that my tender was a prize, 
so that he might be under no apprehension. 
Number of convicts 1000. Whole number 
of population, 2000. The Governor ex- 
pressed himself our very good friend, &c. &c. 
Got on board at 5 p.m. 

Monday^ April IZth. — Another rainy day. 
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Showers very heavy, but still we continue 
our coaling. Wind from northward and 
westward, and though light, there is consi- 
derable sea on. The bad weather continued 
all day, and the night having set in with 
threatening appearances, I caused every- 
body to be brought on board from the prize, 
to guard against the possibility of her being 
driven on shore, and endangering life. I 
had the steam got up, and the chain ready 
for slipping, and was fearful that I should 
be obliged to slip ; but we held on during 
the night. Night very dark, with heavy 
rain, and much sea on. 

Tuesday^ April l^th. — Wind this morning 
from about W.S.W. ; weather still louring. 
Our friends came off from the shore again 
this morning, bringing the fresh provi^ 
sions ordered for the crew. Everything is 
very dear here. Meat forty cents per 
pound ; but still my crew has been so long 
on salt diet that flesh is an anti-scorbutic 
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necessity for them. I have arranged to 
sell forty or more tons of coal for a Bra- 
zilian schooner there is in the harbour, and 
had a proposition for purchasing the prize, 
which I offered to sell as low as 20,000 
dollars; but this sum seemed to alarm 
them, they sa3ring there was not so much 
money in Fernando de Noronha. Con- 
tinued our coaling. 

Wednesday^ April Ihili. — ^Weather clear, 
and light wind from the eastward. Finished 
coaling ship this morning. At about 11a.m. 
a couple of whale-boats from two vessels in 
the oflBing pulled into the harbour; went on 
board our prize, and thence to the shore. 
Although the two masters were told that 
we were the Iroquois, they seemed at once 
to have comprehended the true state of the 
case, and to make haste to put themselves 
out of harm's way. We were an hour and 
more getting up steam and weighing our 
anchor for the chase; and if in the mean^ 
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time these whaling captains had pulled out 
to their ships, and run into shore so as to 
get within the leaguo, they might have 
saved them. We gave chase, and came up 
with both of them on the south side of 
the island, about half- past 3 p.m., and cap* 
tured them — ^both of them being without 
the league. One the hermaphrodite brig 
Kate Cory, of Westport, and the other the 
barque Lafayette, of New Bedford; the 
barque we burned, and the brig we brought 
into the anchorage, arriving after dark, 
about 7 P.M. We sounded in thirteen fa- 
thoms on a bank on the south side, on the 
southern extremity of which there is a 
breaker lying out from two and a half to 
three miles. There is also a reef off Tobacco 
Point running out half a mile. We saw no 
other dangers. 

> 

With reference to these captures, the 
following amusing account is extracted 
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from the private journial of the oflBicer of 
the Alabama who was prize-master on board 
the Louisa Hatch : — 

*At noon, on the 15th of April, two 
vessels were descried to the south, standing 
off and on, under^ reduced sail. At 12.30 
two boats were observed pulling towards 
us, asking my ship's name, the port I hailed 
from, &c. I answered correctly. The person 
in charge of the other boat then inquired if 
the war-steamer was the Alabama. I replied, 
* Certainly not, she was the Iroquois U.S. 
steamer.' 'Have you any news of the 
Alabama? 'Yes, we had heard of her 
being in the West Indies, at Jamaica or 
Costa Rica, &c.' A conversation ensued, 
by which I learned that the boats belonged 
to the two vessels in the distance, that they 
were both whalers put in for supplies, and 
that seeing the steamer they were rather 
dubious as to her nationality, and had 
therefore spoke me, to gain the required 
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information. A brisk conversation was 
then kept up ; my object in engaging them . 
in it was to enable the Alabama to get 
under way ere the whalers took the 
alarm, feeling certain that the preparations 
were being made to go after them. 

'I then invited the masters to come 
on board my ship, which they cheerfully 
consented to do, and were within a boat's 
length, when a cry of alarm broke from the 
, steersman in the foremost boat. Shouting 
to his crew to ' Give way, men ; give way 
for your lives!' he with a few well- 
directed, vigorous strokes, turned his boat's 
head round, and made for the shore, the 
other boat foUoi^ing, blank astonishment 
being depicted on the face of each member 
of the crews. To the frantic inquiries of 
the person in charge of the other boat as 
to the cause of his (the steersman's) ex- 
traordinary conduct, his only reply was, 
* There!' pointing to a small Confederate 
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flag of about fifteen inches long and ^x 
inches broad, which I had inadvertently 
left flying at the gaff; the gaff being 
lowered down, the little flag having been 
used as a dog-vane, in order to tell the 
direction of the wind, &c. No sooner did 
the men perceive it than they redoubled 
their exertions to gain the shore ; one of the 
masters calling out that they had spoken 
a ship a week ago, from whom they had 
obtained news of peace. No credence, 
however, could be, or was placed in this 
statement. 

' Immediately after they left I despatched 
^ boat to the Alabama informing them of 
the character of my visitors. At' 9.15 the 
Alabama was observed to get under way, 
steaming out of the anchorage after the 
two vessels. 

*The larger island being between the 
scene of the Alabama's operations and the 
Louisa Hatch, I was not, of course, an eye- 
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witness of the captures. But at 5.30 I 
observed a dense column of smoke, which, 
as it grew later, turned into a ruddy glare, 
leaving no doubt in our minds as to the fate 
of the whalers. At 7 P.M. observed the 
Alabama coming round the northern part 
of the island with a vessel in tow, both 
anchoring at 7.30. The next morning I 
learnt that the captures were the barque 
Lafayette, of New Bedford, and the brig 
Kate Cory, of Westport. The barque was 
burnt and the brig kept, it being our in- 
tention to send off all the prisoners we had 
on board, consisting of 140, including the 
women stewardesses, in her; but on com- 
i^unicating with the authorities, it was re- 
solved to land them on the island, a Bra- 
zilian schooner engaging to convey them to 
Pernambuco. For this purpose provisions 
for twenty-one days were sent on shore, 
the prisoners, after being paroled, fol- 
lowing. 
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* The remainder of the day was spent in 
transferring provisions, &c., for ship's use. 
The next evening the prizes, the Louisa 
Hatch and Kate Cory, slipped cables, and 
stood seaward. When about five miles 
from land both vessels were set fire to ; Mr. 
Evans, the officer in charge of the brig, 
returning on board long before me, the 
strong westerly current rendering it ex- 
tremely difficult to stem it. 

'We remained painting and cleaning 
ship until the 22nd. At 9.30 a.m. we 
got under way, steering and cruising to- 
wards Bahia, at which place we arrived 
on the 11th of May, having captured and 
burnt four vessels between Fernando and 
Ba^hia. 

' The news of our doings off the islands 
had preceded us, of course with additions 
and manipulations ad lib.^ the schooner 
having left Noronha the day previous to 
our departure. The Governor of Pernam- 
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buco had sent three war vesseli^ to the 
islands to enforce the neutrality of the 
place, which, according to Yankee repre- 
sentations, had been infringed. Not con- 
tent with this, the American representatives 
had succeeded in procuring the recall of the 
Governor, whose only crime was that he 
had let us anchor off the place — sl crime of 
which he was necessarily guiltless, because 
he had no power to prevent our anchoring 
if we insisted on it. 

^ Whilst at Bahia I was shown a letter 
from the master of one of the whaling 
barques to an agent, in which he wrote that 
he would spare no money or time to follow 
to the uttermost ends of the earth, and 
bring to justice, the man who had so cruelly 
deceived him. This sentence had reference 
to my denial of the Alabama and the sub- 
stitution of the U.S. steamer Iroquois for 
that of C.S. steamer Alabama. The ingra* 
titude of some people ! !' 
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On the 16th April Captain Semmes re- 
sumes his diary as follows : — ^Weather clear ; 
wind light from the southward and east- 
ward. Our banner, last night a lurid 
flame, is a tall column of smoke advertising 
us for twenty-five or thirty miles round. 
My first intention was to ship all my pri- 
soners, amounting to about one hundred 
and ten, in the prize brig, but the Governor 
having consented to my landing them, I am 
busy to-day getting them on shore, with 
their baggage and provisions, and receiving 
prisoners from the Louisa Hatch. Sua 
very warm. The Governor paid me a visit 
this morning, and requested that I would 
write him on the subject of the. captures 
yesterday, stating the &ct (with which he 
was satisfied, or at least, to which he 
made no objection) that they were cap- 
tured beyond the league from thie land, 
and requesting leave to land the pri- 
soners, in order that our understandmg 
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should assume an official shape, which I 
. did. 

Friday^ April 17 th. — The weather still 
continues very wann ; wind light from the 
S*E., and cloudy. Busy receiving and 
stowing away provisions, replacing the coal 
consumed, and getting ready for sea gene- 
rally. The landing of so many prisoners 
amid so small a population has created a 
very great stir, and the excitable Brazi- 
lians are discussing among themselves 
and with the Yankee captains the question 
of the American war with great vehemence. 
Several sail have, been reported as usual. 
The afternoon set in raitiy, and the rain 
continued aU night. Towards nightfall 
sent the prizes, Louisa Hatch and Kate 
Cory, a league outside the island, and 
burned them. JReceived four recruits from 
the Louisa Hatch, and more volunteered, 
but I am full. 

Saturday^ AprU \^th. — ^Morning cloudy, 
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. with wind light from the S.E. Loosed 

• Bails to-day. I am anxiously expecting the 
arrival of the Agrippina, my store ship, 

. from England, which was ordered to ren- 
dezvous here — ^not so anxiously, however, 
as if my coal-bunkers were empty. But 
she has a couple of additional guns on board, 
that would make an important addition to 

. my battery. . 

Sunday^ April 19th. — Rain in the niom- 
ing, with light airs. Our steam-tubes leak 
badly, and I am afraid the leaks will increase 
430 as to give us trouble. Every time we get 

. up steam, even a few pounds for condensing 
water, we find that large quantities of hot 
water flow into the hold; eight inches es- 

. caped in about twelve hours yesterday. 
Unfortunately, too, this^ tubing is laid so 
low in the bottom of the ship, as to be out 
of reach for examination or repairs without 

. being taken up. The Governor sent me 

, dlt a fine, turkey and some fruit, and hia 

VOL. n. K 
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lady a bouquet of roses. The roses were 
very sweet, and made me home-sick for 
a while. 

Mondatf^ April 20<A. — A dull, heavy, 
vainy day — the rain coming down at in- 
tervals in torrents, as it is wont to do in 
these regions. Still laying at our anchors^ 
waiting for the Agrippina. She should be 
out thirty.five days, to-day, from Cardiff. 
In the afternoon the rain ceased, except 
an occasional light' sprinkle, but the dull 
canopy of cloitds did not break, and we had 
a strong breeze from the &.E. for four or 
five hours, indicating the- approach of the 
trades to this latitude* 

Tuesday y April 2lst — Morning clear,. 

> 

wind light from S.E. The Island after the 
rain is blooming in freshness and verdure^ 
and as my eye roams over its green slopes I 
long for repose and the quiet of peace in my 
own land : I do not think it can be far off. 
Fresh ^ trade'' in the afternoon. Toward;* 
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night the Brazilian steamer sailed with a 
load of our prisoners. 

Wednesday^ April 22nc?. — Cloudy, with 
squalls for rain. At 9.30 got under way 
under steam, and stood to the eastward. 
Cut away four whale-boats that the islanders 
might have a scramble for them. They soon 
started in chase ! Steamed due east, about 
forty.five miles, lei the steam go down, and 
put the ship imder sail. No sail seen. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



A cnrioQB prize— The Nye— The Dorcas Prince — An 
anuiverBarj — The Union Jack and the Sea Lark — 
In the harbour of Bahia — Explanations — ^Unex- 
pected meeting — The Georgia — A little holiday—^ 
Diplomacy — More neutrality — Home-sick. 

A CURIOUS prize was the next that fell 
into the clutches of the all-devouring 
Alabama. A whaling barque, 'the Nye, 
of New Bedford, eleven months out, 
without having once put into port ! Three 
whole months before the launching of the 
Alabama, had that patient little vessel 
been ploughing the seas, gathering, as 
it turned out, only additional fuel for her 
own funeral pyre. A weary voyiage to 
have so sad a termination ! 
Among her crew, transferred as prisoners 
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to her captor, was a Lieutenant of Marines 
from the Quaker State, serving on board the 
whaler in the capacity of steward ! 

Next came the Dorcas Prince, of and 
from New York, for Shanghai. Cargo chiefly 
coal, probably intended for United States 
ships of war in the East Indies — a suppo- 
sition that undoubtedly gave additional zest 
to the bonfire, which — no claim to neu- 
trality being found among her papers- 
in due course followed on her capture. 

Saturday/, May 2nd. — ^An anniversary 
with me— writes Captain Semmes— my 
marriage-day. Alas! this is the third 
anniversaiy since I was separated from my 
family by this Yankiee war ! And the de- 
struction of fifty of their ships has been 
but a small revenge for this great pri- 
vation. 

On that day two more were added to the 
long list, and the barque Union Jack, of 
Boston, and ship Sea Lark, of New York, 
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shared the fete of their fifty predecessors. 
The former of these two vessels added three 
women and two infants to the already far 
too numerous colony of the weaker sex, by 
which the Alabama was now encumbered. 

There was no claim of neutral property 
among the ^papers of either of these ships, 
except in the case of one Allen Hay, who 
was the shipper of five cases of cracker^, 
and ten barrels of butter, on board the 
Union Jack. In this case, a Thomas W. 
Lielie made oath before the British Consul 
at New York, that the said articles were 
. shipped " for and on account of Her Bri- 
tannic Majesty." This certificate was of 
no force or effect, for its indeJinitenesSj as 
decided in other cases. A claim of pro- 
perty must point out the owner or owners, 
and not aver thai it belongs to the subjects 
of a nation generally. There must be some 
one designated who has a right to the pos- 
session of the property under the bill of 
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lading. The certificate was accordingly set 
aside, and the ship and cargo condemned. 

Besides the women and children, the 
Union Jack furnished also another prisoner 
of a somewhat unusual character, in the 
person of the Rev. Franklin Wright, late 
editor of a religious paper, and newly- 
appointed consul at Foo Chow. The worthy 
clergyman's entry, however, upon his new 
duties was for the time indefinitely post- 
poned by the confiscation of his appoint- 
ment, along with the other public papers in 
his charge. So, for a time, Foo Chow had 
to exist without the advantages arising 
from the presence of a functionary from 
the United States. 

Monday^ May l\th. — Showed the United 
States colours to a Spanish brig. In the 
afternoon ran in and anchored in the harbour 
of Bahia. A Portuguese steamer, the only 
vessel of war found here* No Yankee 
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man-of-war had been here for some months. 
The health officer came on board, just at 
nightfalL The Agrippina not here, and I 
begin to fear that some disaster has befallen 
her. 

Tuesday^ May lith. — This morning the 
President sent a messenger to me with a 
copy of the Diario de Bahia of the 8th May, 
in which appears a sort of proclamation or 
request, addressed to me by the President 
of Pemambuco, desiring that I should leave 
Fernando de Noronha in twenty-four hours 
after the receipt of the same. This paper 
seems to be based on certain false state- 
ments carried to Pemambuco by the Yankee 
prisoners whom I had sent to this place. 
It is alleged that I violated the neutrality 
of the island, &c. I replied to the Presi- 
dent, that there was no truth in this state- 
ment; but that, on the contrary, I had 
paid respect to the neutrality of Brazil. In 
reply to my communication, the President 
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informed me that I should be admitted to 
the usual hospitalities of the port ; but the 
bearer of his despatch took occasion to say 
that he hoped I would not stop more than 
three or four days, as the President was 
afraid of being compromised in some way. 
The master of an English barque came on 
board and informed me that he had coal 
and provisions for the Confederate steamer 
Japan, which was to meet him here on the 
6th instant. 

Wednesday^ May \^th. — ^Early this morn- 
ing a strange steamer was discovered at 
anchor about half a mile from us ; and at 
8 A.M., when we hoisted our colours, to our 
great surprise and deUght, she too hoisted 
the Confederate flag. We then exchanged 
the established signals ; and on sending a 
boat on board of her, we ascertained that 
she was the Georgia, Lieut. Conmianding 
Maury. Chapman, and Evans, two of my 
Sumter Lieutenants, were on board of her. 
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The Georgia sailed from England about the 
2nd of April, and armed oflF Ushant. Our 
ship has been crowded with visitors ever 
since we came in. 

Thursday^ May 14<A. — At 12.15 p.m. with 
a party of officers from the Georgia and my 
own ship, I took a steam-tug and proceeded 
up the harbour to the railroad dep6t, at the 
invitation of the manager of the road, for 
an excursion into the country, which proved 
to be very pleasant. We passed along the 
whole port of Bahia, the lower town skirf- 
ing the water, and the upper town the 
crests of a semicircular height, the inter- 
mediate space being filled with trees and 
shrubbery. Th^ houses are mostly white, 
and many of them very picturesque. The 
terminus of the road is a beautiful and 
spacious iron building, situated in the middle 
of a great square ; and the road itself is a 
very substantial job. We rode out twenty- 
four miles through a picturesque country, 
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the road bordered for most of the way by 
the bay and lagoons, with beautiful little 
valleys occasionally opening on either hand, 
vdth their patches of sugar-cane and cotton. 
On otir return we sat down to a beautiful 
lunch, with champagne. Our hosts were 
attentive and agreeable, and we returned 
on board at dusk, after a very pleasant day. 
The English residents here have been very 
attentive to us. Our tug-man, who was a 
Thames waterman, dodged in and out 
among the launches and vessels in a way 
that only a Thames man can do. The 
French mail came in to-day, and brought 
us news that the Florida was at Per- 
nambuco. 

Friday, May 15^.— This morning a 
person in citizen's dress came on board and 
said that the President had requested him 
to ask me to show him my commission. I 
replied that I could have no objection to 
show my commission, but it must be to an 
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officer of my own rank, and that this officer 
must come on board in his unifonn for the 
purpose ; that I could not show my com- 
mission to any person who might come on 
board in citizen's dress, bringing me a mere 
verbal message, and without any credentials 
of his rank, &c. I remarked, however, that 
it would give me very great pleasure to call 
pn the President myself and exhibit it. To 
this he readily assented; and having ap- 
pointed an hour for the interview, I went 
on shore, accompanied by my aide^ and had 
a long and agreeable chat with his Excel- 
lency, who was a man of about thirty-five 
years of age, tall and delicate-looking, with 
black eyes and hair. 

We discussed various points relating to 
the subject of neutral and belligerent 
rights, &c. ; and I took occasion to 
repeat the assurances I had previously 
given him in my letter, that I ha;d 
paid due attention to the neutral rights of 
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Brazil during my visit to Fernando de 
Noronha, &c. I told him I only desired 
him to extend to me and to the Georgia 
the same hospitality as he would extend to 
a Federal cruiser ; but that I might say to 
him as an individual, that we were entitled 
to the warm sympathies of Brazil, &c. 

I arranged about coaling the Georgia and 
this ship by means of launches, a^ there were 
port objections to theshipbeing hauled along- 
side.' He seemed anxiousthat our stay should 
be a^ short as possible, lest our delay might 
compromise his neutraUty in some way. 
He said my sailors had been behaving very 
badly on shore, and indeed I knew they 
had. I told him he would oblige me by 
securing the rioters and putting them in 
prison. This evening we were entertained 
very handsomely at the residence ot Mr. 
Ogilvie, where we met all the English 
society of the place. 

Saturday^ May 16<A. — This day the 
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ship (Castor), from which the Georgia was 
coaling, was ordered to be hauled off, and 
the operation suspended, the Yankee Consul 
having alleged to the Government that she 
had munitions of war on board. 

Sunday^ May 17 th. — ^In the morning an 
officer came on board and read me a 
despatch from the President, expressing 
displeasure at my remaining so long in the 
port, and directing me to proceed to sea in 
twenty-four hours. The same pl^per was 
read on board the Georgia. I replied that 
the Government itself had caused our delay, 
by prohibiting us from coaling from the 
ship from which we had purchased our 
coal; and that I could go to sea in 
twenty-four hours after this prohibition 
was removed, &c. &c. A party of English 
ladies and gentlemen visited the dhip tbis 
afternoon. We were crowded all day, be- 
sides, with miscellaneous visitors. 

Tuesday^ May 19th. — This morning, at 
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the request of the President, I went on 
shore to see him, and we had a long and 
animated discussion, in which he stated he 
had certain proofs, adduced by the United 
States Consul, to the effect that the coal- 
ship Castor had been sent here to meet us, 
&c.; and that under these circumstances 
(the ship being < cha!rged, besides, with 
having munitions of war on board), he felt 
it his duty to prevent us from coaling from 
her, but that we might have free access to 
the market, &c. The Consul, too, had told 
hun that I had shipped one of the prisoners 
after, landing him: the fact being that, 
although many of them v<dunteered, I re- 
fused to receive any of them, having already 
a full crew on board. In the afternoon ad- 
dressed a letter to the President, insisting 
upon the right to coal from the Castor. 

Wednesday^ May 20rt. — ^We were- pro- 
mised lighters with coal from the shore this 
morning ; but not one has yet come off — half- 
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past twelve. Just at nightfall a lighter 
came alongside, and during the night we 
filled up. The next day we got under way 
and steamed out of the harbour. 

Sunday y May 2Ath. — I am quite home- 
sick this quiet Sunday morning. I am now 
two long^ long, years away from my family, 
and there are no signs of an abatement of 
the war; on the contraiy, the Yankees 
seem to become more and more infuriated, 
and nothing short of a war of invasion is 
likely to bring them to terms, unless indeed 
it be the destruction, of their conunerce; 
and for this, I fear, we are as yet too weak. 
If we can get and hold Kentucky, the case 
may be different. Well, we must sacrifice 
our natural yearnings on the altar of our 
country, for without a country we can have 
no home. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Two more ! — The Gildersliene and Justina — Case of 
the Jabez Snow — ^The barque Amazonian — Believed 
of prifloners — ^A hint — ^The Talisman — Under Mse 
colours— The Conrad— A nobler £site — Ee-christened 
— The Tuscaloosa commissioned — Short of provi- 
sions. 

The 25th May witnessed the capture of the 
ship Gildersliene and the barque Justina. 
The latter having a neutral cargo, was 
ransomed on a bond for 7000 dollars; the 
former condemned and burned, after an 
investigation terminating in the following 
decision: — 

CASE OF THE GILDERSLIENE. 

Ship imder the United States colours 
and register. Charter-party with Messrs. 

VOL. II. L 
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Halliday, Fox, and Co., of London, 
who describe themselves as merchants and 
freighters, to make a voyage to Calcutta 
and back to London or Liverpool. Cargo 
taken in at Sunderland, and consisting of 
coal, said to be shipped for the ^^ service of 
the Peninsular and Oriental Steam iN^avi- 
gation Company," but not even averred 
to be on "their account and risk." No 
certificate or other evidence of property; 
ship and cargo condemned. Master knows 
nothing of property except what appears 
by the papers. 

Friday ^May 29^A. — ^We had another chase 
last night from about 2 a.m., but with better 
success than the two previous nights, since 
at 7.30 A.M. we came up with and cap- 
tured the ship Jabez Snow, of Sockport, 
Maine. Just at daylight, being within 
about four miles of her, we hoisted our own 
colours, and fired a gun. She did not show 



AND THE SUMTER. 147 

any colours in return, and stood a second gun 
before heaving to ; she finally showed her 
colours. Got on board from the prize a 
quantity of provisions and cordage; tran- 
shipped the crew, and about sunset set her 
on fire. Found a letter on board, the 
writer of which referred to American ships 
being under a cloud " owing to dangers fi^^m 
''pirates, more politely styled privateers, 
" which our kind friends in England are so 
" willing should slip out of their ports to 
" prey on our commerce," This letter was 
dated Boston, November 25th, 1862. 

CASE OF THE JABEZ SNOW. 

Ship under United States colours, cargo 
coals, from Cardiff for Monte Video. On 
the face of the bill of lading is the follow* 
iug: — " We certify that the cargo of coab 
per Jabez Snow, for which this is the biU of 
lading, is the bond fide property of Messrs. 
Wilson, Holt, Lane, and Co., and that the 

L 2 
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same are British subjects and merchants; 

and also that the coals are for their ot^ti 
use. 

" Jno. Powell and Sons." 

As this certificate was not sworn to, it 
added no force to the bill of lading, as every 
bill of lading is an unsworn certificate of 
the facts it recites. There being no legal 
proof among the papers to contradict the 
presumption that all property found under 
the enemy's flag is enemy's property, and 
as the Master, who was the charterer and 
agent of the ship, and whose duty it was 
to know about all the transactions in which 
he was engaged, swore that he had no per- 
sonal knowledge of the owner of the 
cargo, except such as he derived from the 
ship's papers, the cargo, as well as the ship, 
is condemned as prize of war. The follow- 
ing significant extract from a letter of the 
Master to his owners, dated Penrith Roads, 
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April 19th, 1863, was found on board, 
though not produced by the Master : — 

" I have my bills of lading^ certified by 
the Mayor, that the cargo is bond fide 
English property. Whether this will be of 
sxij service to me in the event of my being 
overhauled by a Southern pirate, remains 
to be proved." 

The certificate above recited seems, 
therefore, to have been procured by the 
Master to protect his ship from capture, 
And not to have been a spontaneous 
act of the pretended neutral owners to 
protect the cargo. The cargo and ad- 
vance freight were insured against war* 
risk, the ship paying the premium. No 
effort was made by Wilson, Holt, Lane, 
and Co., to protect the cargo, and they 
were the proper parties to make the oath. 
The agent who shipped the coal for this 
firm, and who wrote the above-quoted cer- 
tificate, could only know, of course, that he 
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had shipped them by order of his principal 
Why, then, did Wilson, Holt, Lane, and 
Co. decline to make the necessary oath to 
protect the cargo ? They should have taken 
the necessary steps to protect either them- , 
selves or the insurers, but they did no such 
thing. It would seem, probably, that they 
were the agents of some American house, 
and that they could not, in conscience, take 
the oath recjuired by law. 



The next prize was the Amazonian, of 
Boston, from New York to Monte Video, 
captured, after a long chase, on the 2nd of 
June, but not until two blank shots had 
failed to bring her to, and the stronger hint 
of a round from the rifled gun had convinced 
her of the impossibility of escape. 

CASE OF THE BARQUE AMAZONIAN. 

Ship under United States colours; has 
an assorted cargo on board, and is bound 
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from New York to Monte Video. There 
are two claims of neutral property — one for 
twenty cases of varnish and fifty casks of 
oil, claimed as shipped on "account of 
Messrs. GtiUi and' Co., French subjects." 
This claim is sworn to Oby a Mr. Craig, 
before a notary. It does not aver that the 
property is in Messrs. Galli and Co., but 
simply that it was shipped "on their ac- 
count." There is no outside evidence of the 
truth of this transaction, as the master knows 
nothing about it. 



Right glad was the Alabama to fall in, 
on the day after this last capture, with an 
English brigantine, the master of which 
proved willing, in consideration of a gift 
from Captain Semmes of one of his noble 
collection of captured chronometers, to re- 
lieve him of the crowd of prisoners with 
which he was encumbered. To the number 
of forty-one they were forthwith transferred, 
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along with a stock of provisions sufficient 
for a fortnight's consumption; and the 
Alabama breathed freely again, relieved 
of her disagreeable charge • 

It may not be an uninstructive, and it is 
most assuredly an amusing comment, upon 
the claims of neutrality so loudly insisted 
upon, to quote the following extract from 
a New York letter, captured on board one 
of the recent prizes. It is dated April 7th, 
and addressed to a correspondent in Buenos 
Ayres : — 

" When you ^ip in American vessels, it 
would be as well to have the British 
Consul's certificate of English property 
attached to the bill of lading and invoices ; as 
in the 'event of falling in with the numerous 
privateers, it would save both cargo and 
vessel, in all probability. An American 
ship, recently fallen in with, was released 
by the Alabama on account of a British 
Consul's certificate showing the greater 
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part of the cargo to be English property. 
If you ship in a neutral vessel, we save 
five per cent, war insurances." 

Another prize. The Talisman, a fine ship 
of 1100 tons, under United States colours 
and register, with no claim of neutral pro- 
perty in cargo ; and before the glare of her 
funeral pyre had faded from the horizon, 
another hove in sight, so evidently American, 
that notwithstanding the English ensign 
flying at her peak, she was at once brought 
to and boarded. And American she proved 
to be in her origin; but her owners had 
been wise, and, so far as her papers went, 
she had been regularly transferred to the 
protection of the British flag — humiliating, 
perhaps, to the proud " Yankee nation," 
but effective as a precaution against capture ; 
though, had the Confederate cruiser been 
able to send her into port for adjudication, 
the transfer might very possibly, when 
the evidence came to be sifted, have 
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proved but a "bogus transaction" after 
all. 

So the " Englishman" had to be released, 
consenting, however, to relieve the Alabama 
of a prisoner and his wife, recently cap- 
tured on board the Talisman. A week 
passed away, and then came another in- 
stance of a similar transfer under the strong 
pressure of fear, the whilom Yankee barque 
Joseph Hall, of Portland, Maine, now 
seeking a humiliating safety as the 
" British" Azzopadi, of Port Lewis, Isle of 
France ! 

Alas ! for the Stars and Stripes, the 
Azzopadi was not hull down on the horizon 
ere the once-renowned Yankee clipper 
Challenger lay humbly, with her maintop- 
sail to the mast, in the very place in which 
her countryman had just been performing 
a similar penance, claiming, as the British- 
owned Queen of Beauty, a similar immunity. 

At last, however, as the impatient crew 
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of the Alabama were beginning to think 
that their enemy's flag had finally vanished 
from the face of the ocean, an adventurous 
barque hove in sight, with the old familiar 
bunting at her peak. She proved to be 
the Conrad, of Philadelphia, from Buenos 
Ayres for New York, partly laden with 
wool, the ownership of which was, as usual, 
claimed as neutral. On investigation, the 
claim proved an evident fabrication, the 
facts of the case being as follows : — 

CASE OF THE CONRAD. 

Ship under American colours and register. 
A Mr. Thomas Armstrong, who describes 
himself as a British subject doing business 
at Buenos Ayres, makes oath before the 
British Consul that a part of this wool be- 
longs to him and a part to Don Frederico 
Elortando, a subject of the Argentine Re- 
public. This may or may not be true, but 
the master is unable to verify the docu* 
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ment, he not having been present when it 
was prepared, and not knowing anything 
about it. There is, besides, so strong a 
current of American trade with Buenos 
Ayres, that the presumption is, from the 
very fact that this wool was going ' to New 
York in an American barque, under the 
imminency of capture, which our presence 
in these seas — ^well known at Buenos Ayres 
when the barque sailed — ^must have shown, 
that the property is American, and that the 
certificate is an attempt to cover it; Mr. 
Armstrong probably being a brother or a 
partner in the transaction with some 
American house. Ship and cargo con- 
demned. 

FURTHER EXAMINATION OF CASE 
OF CONRAD. 

From an examination of the correspon- 
dence in this case, brought on board after 
the ship's papers had been examined, it 
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appeared that Mr, Armstrong, the party 
shipping* a part of the cargo, swears before 
his consul that he and one Don Frederico 
Elortando, are the owners of the property, 
and swears before the United States Consul 
that he is the sole ovmer of the property. 
Both of these oaths cannot be true. It fur- 
ther appears that, whilst the property in the 
bill of lading is consigned to Simon de Visser, 
Esq., in the letters of Messrs. Eirkland and 
Von Sachs it is spoken of as consigned to 
them. The letters make no mention of any 
joint-ownership with Armstrong, but treat 
the consignment ashis so le property. 



But though, like so many of her country- 
men, condemned, the Conrad was not to 
die. A nobler fate was in store for her — ^no 
less a destiny than that of carrying the 
proud young flag to which she had suc- 
cumbed, and taking the sea, under a new 
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name, as the consort of her captor. Accord- 
ingly, Acting-Lieutenant Lowwas appointed 
to the conunand, assisted by Acting-Master 
Sinclair and two master's mates. The two 
rifled pounders captured in the Talisman 
were mounted on board, a due complement 
of rifles, revolvers, ammunition, &c., sup- 
plied, and then the transformed barque 
fired her first gun, ran up the Confederate 
ensign to her peak, and amid a burst of 
cheering fix)m her own crew and that of 
her consort, made a fresh start in life as 
the Confederate States sloop-of-war Tus- 
caloosa. 

The Alabama was now bound for the 
Cape of Good Hope, where her faithful 
tender, the Agrippina, was again to meet 
her. On the 27th of June, however, when 
in lat. 2601 S., long, 28-29 W., it was dis- 
covered that a great portion of the sup- 
posed month's supply of bread had been 
destroyed by weevils, and that there was 
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not enough left for the run. A visit to some 
port nearer at hand thus became inevitable, 
and the ship^s course was accordingly shaped 
for Rio Janeiro, 
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CHAPTER X. 

An insult to the Yankee flag — Fine weather — The 
Anna F. Schmidt—" What ship's that T— The Ex- 
press — A supply of bread — Saldanha Bay — ^YisitoTS 
from the country — A funeral — ^The Tuscaloosa's 
prize— The capture off Cape Town — The Sea Bride 
won — Ship crowded — Sympathy. 

Sunday^ June 28^A, — At 4.30 this evening 
brought-to a heavy ship with a blank car- 
tridge ; or rather she seemed to come-to of 
her own accord, as she was evidently out- 
sailing us, and was, when we fired, at very 
long range. Soon after heaving-to she 
burned a blue light, and whilst our boat, 
with a light in it, was pulling towards her, 
she burned another. She afterwards said 
she would not have hove-to but that she 



AND TH33 SUMTER. 161 

thought we might be ia distress. The 
boarding officer reported us as the United 
States ship Dacotah, and demanded to see 
the ship's papers, which were refused, the 
Master stating that we had no right to see 
his papers. The boarding officer having been 
informed of her name (the Vernon), and 
that she was from Melbourne, for London, 
and being satisfied, from observation, that 
she was really an English ship, she being 
one of the well-known frigate-built Mel- 
bourne packets, returned on board, and the 
ship filled away ; and she was already at 
considerable distance from us when I re- 
ceived the boarding officer's report. Under 
all these circumstances, I did not chase him 
afresh to enforce my belligerent right of 
search. Cui bono^ the vessel being really 
English? Although, indeed, the resistance 
to search by a neutral is good cause of 
capture, I could only capture to destroy j 
and I would not bum an English ship 
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(being satisfied of her nationality) if the 
Master persisted to the law in not showing- 
his papers. Nor did I feel that the Con- 
federate States flag had any insult to 
revenge, as the insult, if any, was intended 
for the Yankee flag. Most probably, how- 
ever, the ship being a packet-ship, and a mail- 
packet, the Master erred from ignorance. 

Lat. 26^35, long. 32-59-30, current S.E. 
thirty miles; ship rolling and tumbling 
about, to my great discomfort. The fact 
is, I am getting too old to relish the rough 
usage of the sea. Youth sometimes love& 
to be rocked by the gale, but when we have 
passed the middle stage of life, we love 
quiet and repose. 

Tuesday^ June SOth, — ^The bad weather of 
the past week seems at length to have 
blown itself out ; and this morning we 
have the^genial sunshine again, and a clear, 
bracing atmosphere. With a solitary ex- 
ception, the. Cape pigeons, true to their 
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natures, have departed. There is still 
some roughness of the sea left, however, 
and the ship is rolling and creaking her 
bulk-heads, as usual. Wind moderate 
from about East. 

Another prize on the 2nd July, the Anna, 
F. Schmidt, of Maine, from Boston for San 
Francisco; and another cautious Yankee 
transformed into an Englishman ; and then 
came a large ship flying before the wind, 
with all sail set to her royals, and answering 
the Alabama's challenge with a gun from 
her own bow port. 

A man-of-war this, from . her fashion of 
replying, even had the fact not been suffi- 
ciently apparent from the cut of her heavy 
yards and lofty spars. An enemy, perhaps ! 
And wild with the hope of a fight, though 
it be with an enemy not much less than 
double her size, away flies the Alabama, at 
top speed of sail and steam, in chase. The 
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sea was smooth, though with a strong breeze ; 
and ere long the saucy little cruiser ranged 
up alongside of the fine frigate, with ten 
black muzzles grinning through his ports 
on either side. 

"This is the Confederate States ship 
Alabama !" rang out from the quarter-deck, 
as the two ships flew through the water, side 
by side :— " What ship's that?" 

But there was to be no fight that day. 
The chase contented herself with the laconic 
reply, " Her Britannic Majesty'^ ship Dio- 
mede;" and went tearing along upon her 
course under the tremendous press of canvas, 
beneath which her spars were bending like 
a whip, and was soon out of sight, evidently 
bound on some (;rrand that would not brook 
delay. 

Some small compensation for this dis- 
appointment was found two days afterwards 
in the capture of the fine ship Express, of 
Boston, from Callao for Antwerp, loaded 
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with guano, the particulars of which are 
recorded as follows : — 

CASE OF THE SHIP EXPRESS. 

Ship under United States colours and 
register; cargo guano,' shipped by Senan, 
Valdeavellano and Co., at Callao, and con- 
signed to J. Sescau and Co., at Antwerp. 
On the back of this bill of lading is the fol- 
lowing endorsement : " Nous soussign^s 
charge d'affaires et consul g^n^ral de France 
a Lima, certifions que la chargement de 
mille soixante douze de register de Huano 
specific au present connaissement, est pro- 
pri^t^' neutre." 

Fait i lima, le 27 Janvier, 1863. 
(Signed and impressed with the CoQsular seal.) 

This certificate fails to be of any value 
as proof, for two reasons: first, it is not 
sworn to ; and secondly, it simply avers the 
property to be neutral (the greater part of 
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it, for it does not touch the guano in sacks), 
instead of pointing out the owner or owners. 
A Consul may authenticate evidence by his 
seal, but when he departs from the usual 
functions of a Consul, and becomes a wit- 
ness, he must give his testimony under oath, 
like other witnesses. This certificate, there- 
fore, does not even amount to an ex parte 
affidavit. If the property had been in the 
shipper's or consignee's name, it would have 
been quite as easy to say so as to put the 
certificate in its present shape. Why, then, 
was the simple declaration that the property 
was neutral made use of? — ^the law with 
which every Consul, and more especially a 
charge d'affaires, is supposed to be ac- 
quainted with, declaring them to be insuf- 
ficient? The conclusion from these two 
facts — viz:, that there was no oath taken, 
and that there was no owner named — 
seemed to be that the Consul gave a sort of 
matter-of-course certificate, upon the appli- 



AND THE SUMTER. 167 

cation of some one who declared the pro- 
perty to be neutral, perhaps with a know- 
ledge to the fact, or contrary to the fact, 
neither party taking any oath. Now, the 
presumption of law being, that goods found 
in an enemy's ship belong to the enemy, 
unless a distinct neutral character be given 
to them, by pointing out the real owner^ by 
proper documentaiy proof, as neither the 
bill of lading nor the certificate, which is a 
mere statement of a fact, like the bill of 
lading, not under bath, nor the Master's 
testimony, who knows nothing (see his de- 
position) except as he has been told by the 
shipper, amounts to proper documentary 
proof, the ship and cargo are both con- 
demned. It must be admitted that this is 
a case in which, perhaps, a prize court would 
grant ^* further proof;" but as I cannot do 
this, and as a distinct neutral character is 
not impressed upon the property by former 
evidence, I must act under the presumption 
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of law. Sect 3rd, Phillimore, 596. The 
charter-party in this case describes the 
charterers, J. Sescau and Co., of Antwerp, as 
agents of the supreme Peruvian Govern- 
ment. But if so, why, was it not certificated 
by the government, as was done in the case 
of the Washington, captured and released 
on bond by this ship ? And then the master 
swears that the shippers told him that the 
cargo belonged to them ; and if the Peruvian 
Government must resort to a French offi- 
cial for a certificate, why not, then, on oath 
made before him ? and why did he not state 
tl^e fact that it so belonged, which would 
have protected it? 



The Alabama was now again heading 
for the Cape, the Anna Schmidt having, 
yielded a supply of bread sufficient, with 
strict economy, to last out the passage^ 
There she arrived on the 29th July, an- 
choring in Saldanba Bay, at about 1.45 p.m. 
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Thursday^ July 30<A. — Last night the sky 
and atmosphere were singularly brilliant. 
Landed this morning at eight, to get sight 
for my chronometers, this being the first 
time that I ever set foot on the Continent 
of Africa. Saldanha is a gloomy, desert- 
looking place, the shore comprised of sand 
and rock, without trees, but with green 
patches here and there. There are three or 
four £sirm-hou3es in sight, scattered over the 
hills. The fanners here are mostly grazieys. 
The cattle are fine and good; a great 
number of goats graze on the hills, and 
sheep-raising is extensive, the mutton being 
particularly fine. Small deer are abundant. 
We had a venison steak for breakfast. The 
little islands in the bay abound in rabbits, 
and there is . good pheasant-shooting in the 
valleys. Already a party of officers has 
gone out to stretch their limbs, and enjoy 
the luxury of shooting. 

Jtdy Z\st — Took a stroll on shore, and 
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walked round some fine oat-fields. The soil 
resembles our hummock land in Florida, 
and produces finely. Engaged caulking, 
painting, &c. An abundance of wild-flowers 
in bloom. Huge blocks of granite lie about 
the sand, and from the tops of projections, 
&c. 

Saturday^ Aug. \st — I returned on board, 
after a stroll on shore, at 2 p.m. During my 
walk I met some farmers in a four-horse 
waggon coming to see the ship. They 
brought me a wild peacock — not quite so 
large as our wild turkey. It was without 
the gorgeous plumage of the domestic bird. 
The schooner Atlas came in this afternoon, 
with letters for me from some merchants at 
Cape Town, offering their services to supply 
me with coal, &c., and expressing their 
good-will, &c. &c. I took occasion by this 
vessel, which returned immediately, to write 
to the Governor, Sir Philip E. Wodehouse, 
informing him of my presence here. 
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Sunday^ Aug. 2nd. — The inhabitants say 
that this winter has been remarkable for its 
general good weather, and for the few gales 
they have had. Crowds of country people, 
from far and near, came on board to look 
at the ship to-day. 

Monday^ Aug. Srd. — Another crowd of 
visitors to-day, who came in their country 
waggons and on horseback. They all speak 
Dutch, and it is rare to find one among 
them who speaks English. Although it is 
nearly half a century since England took 
final possession of the colony, the English 
language has made but little progress, the 
children being taught by a Dutch school- 
master, and the papers being, many of them, 
printed in Dutch. There was an intelligent 
young boer (about twenty-three) among 
them, who had never been on board a ship 
before. He was quite excited by the 
novelty of everything he saw. Some of the 
female visitors were plump, ruddy, Dutch 
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girls, whose large rough hands, and awkward 
bows and curtsies, showed them to be honest 
lasses from the neighbouring farms, accus- 
tomed to milking the cows and churning 
the butter, I found the geranium growing 
wild in my rambles to-day. Just as we 
were going to sun-down quarters, a boat 
came alongside with the body of Third 
Assistant-engineer Cummings, who acci- 
dentally shot himself with his gun. ^ 

Tuesday^ Aug. ith. — In the afternoon, at 
three, the funeral procession started from 
shore with the body of the deceased en- 
gineer. He was taken to a private cemetery 
about a mile and a half distant, and interred 
with the honours due to his grade, the First 
Lieutenant reading the funeral service. This 
is the first burial we have had from the 
ship. 

Wednesday^ Aug. bih.— At 6 a.m. got 
up the anchor, and getting under way, 
steamed out of the bay and shaped our 



AND THE SUMTER. 173 

course for Cape Town. At 9.30 descried 
a sail a point on the starboard bow, and at 
10.30 came up with and sent a boat on 
board of the Confederate barque Tusca- 
loosa, and brought Lieutenant Lowe on 
board. He reported having captured on 
the 31st July the American ship Santee, 
from the eastward, laden with rice, certifi- 
cated as British property, and bound for 
Falmouth. He released her on ransom 
for 150,000 dollars. I directed Lieutenant 
Lowe to proceed to Simons Bay for sup- 
plies. Steamed in for the town. At 12.30 
made a barque, two points on starboard 
bow; gave chase, and at about 2 p.m. came 
up with and hove the chase, she having 
up United States colours. This was a close 
pursuit, as the barque was not more than 
five or six miles from the shore when we 
came up with her. The Master might have 
saved himself if he had stood directly in for 
the land ; but we ran down upon him under 
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English colours, and he had no suspicion of 
our character until it was too late. The 
United States Consul at once protested 
against our violation of British waters ( ! ), 
The Governor telegraphed to the Admiral 
(Walker), at Simon's Bay, to send a man-of- 
war round ; and about 10 p.m. her Majesty's 
steam-ship Valorous, Captain Forsyth, came 
in and anchored. Some correspondence has 
passed between the Governor and myself 
on the subject of the capture, and I believe 
h^ is satisfied as to distance, &c. Put a 
prize crew on board the prize (Sea Bride), 
and directed her to stand off and on until 
further orders. The moment our anchor 
was dropped we were crowded with visitors. 
Thursday^ Aug. 6th. — Notwithstanding 
the bad weather, the ship has been crowded 
with visitors all the morning, and my cabin 
has been constantly filled with people press- 
ing to shake hands with me, and to express 
sympathy for my cause. During the night 
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we had some thunder and lightning, first 
from the S.E., and then from the N.W. ; 
and the wind springing up, very gently at 
first, freshened to a gale by morning, with 
showers of rain and hail. Communicated 
with the prize, and directed the Prizemaster, 
in case he should be blown off by a gale, to 
rendezvous at Saldanha Bay by the fifteenth 
of the month. Captain Forsyth, of the 
Valorous, came on board. Returned his 
visit. 

Friday^ Aug. 7th. — I should have been 
under way for Simons Bay this* morning 
but for the gale. The wind is blowing 
very fresh from northward and westward, 
with dense clouds climbing up and over the 
Table, Lion's head, &c. — ^presenting a very 
fine spectacle, with the rough waters, the 
ships with struck upper yards, and the town 
half enveloped with flying mists, &c. The 
bold watermen in all the gale are cruising 
about the bay under reefed sails, some of them 
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with anchors and cables, ready to assist any 
ships that may require it. Last night, in 
the first watch, a sail was reported to be on 
the shore near the lighthouse and firing 
signal guns. Very soon we saw two or 
three boats put out to her assistance. In 
the morning we heard that it was a Brazi- 
Han brig, and that^ the crew was saved. 
The brig is fast breaking up in the gale. 



/lSD the sumtbb. 177 



CHAPTER XL 

Wrecked ! — A narrow escape— Bespeot for neutral 
waters — The Martha Wenzell — At the Cape — Dense 
fogs — ^Heavy weather — " Are you a vessel of war 1" 
ilrmness and obstinacy — Simon's Town — ^Misrepre- 
sentations — A little rest — Land-sharks — A night 
scene — ^To the Indian Ocean — The barque Amanda. 

Saturday^ August Sth^ 1863. — The gale 
broke last night, but there is still some 
breeze blowing, and the sea is quite rough. 
Last night a Bremen brig was wrecked off 
Point Monille. We heard her firing guns, 
and I feared at first it was our prize ; and 
yet I could not conceive how my Prize- 
master, who was acquainted with the sound- 
ings, could have made such a mistake. The 
weather has checked the throng of visitors, 
and yet a few get off to us, asking for au- 
tographs, and looking curiously at the ship. 
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We are finishing our repairs, and getting 
supplies on board. Our prize has not made 
her appearance to-day. She will rendezvous 
at Saldanha Bay on the 15th inst. 

Sunday^ August 9th, 1863. — Weather has 
again become fine. At 6 a.m. precisely we 
moved out of the bay, and steamed along 
the coast towards the Cape. We gave chase 
to two sail off the mouth of False Bay, and 
overhauling them, one proved to be an 
English, and the other an American barque. 
The latter we boarded; but when I came 
to get bearings and plot ray position, it un- 
fortunately turned out that I was within a 
mile, or a mile and a quarter, of a line drawn 
from the Cape Lighthouse to the opposite 
headland of the bay, and therefore within 
the prescribed limit of jurisdiction. The 
master of the barque, in the meantime, 
having come on board, I informed him of 
those facts, and told him to return to, and 
take possession of his ship, as I had 
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no authority tp exercise any control over 
him ; which he did, and in a few niinutes 
more we were under steam standing up the 
bay. What a scene for the grim old Cape 
to look down upon. The vessel boarded 
was the Martha Wenzell, of Boston, from 
Akyab for Falmouth. At 2 p.m. anchored 
in Simon's Bay, and was boarded by a 
Lieutenant from the flag-ship of Admiral 
Walker. 

Monday J August lOtk. — ^Weather fine. I 
called on Admiral Walker at his residence, 
and was presented by him to his family, and 
spent an agreeable half hour with them, 
giving them a brief outline of our quarrel 
and war. Dined on board the Chinese gun- 
boat Kwang-Tung, Commander Young. This 
is one of Laird^s side-wheel steamers, built 
for Captain Sherrard Osborne's fleet. Capt. 
Bickford, of the Narcissus, and Lieut. Wood, 
flag Lieutenant, dined with us. 

Tuesday y August Wth, — Weather fine. 

n2 
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Visited the flag-ship of Re^r- Admiral Sir 
Baldwin W. Walker and the Kwang-Tung. 
Employed caulking and refitting ship. Many- 
visitors on board. 

Wednesday^ August 12th. — Wind fresh 
from the southward and eastward. Photo- 
graphers and visitors on board. The Kwang- 
Tung made a trial trip of her engines, after 
having repaired them, with the Admiral'^ 
family on board. Wind freshened to a gale 
towards night. 

Thursday^ August IZth. — ^Weather cloudy ; 
blowing a moderate gale from the S.E. The 
Tuscaloosa is ready for sea, but is detained 
by the weather. Dined with Rear- Admiral 
Walker: Governor Sir Philip Wodehouse 
and lady were of the party. My sailors* 
are playing the devil as usual. They 
manage to get liquor on board the ship, and 
then become insubordinate and unruly. We 
have to force some of them into irons. The 
man Weir, whom I made a Quartennaster, 
has run off; also two of the SteAvards, and 



AND THE SUMTEE. 181 

two dingy boys ; the latter were apprehended 
and brought on board. 

Friday^ August l^th. — We have a dense 
fog to-day and calm. The Tuscaloosa, 
which went out at daylight, anchored some 
four or five miles outside the harbour. The 
mail steamer from England arrived at Cape 
Town to-day, bringing us news of Lee's in- 
vasion of Maryland and Pennsylvania. 
Finished our repairs this evening. 

Saturday^ August \hth. — ^We were ready 
to get under way at daylight this morning, 
but were delayed by the dense fog until 
eleven o'clock, when we moved out of the 
harbour. As we neared the Cape another 
fog bank rolled over and enveloped us for a 
couple of hours. At 2.30, boarded an 
English barque. At 3, let the steam go 
down, and raised the propeller. Weather 
threatening. Barometer 29*80. Took single 
reefs in the topsails. At 11 p.m. a steamer 
passed close to leeward of us. 

Light winds and thick weather now for 
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rather more than a week, varied by a stiff 
northwester on the 22nd August, lasting 
over the greater part of two days. 

Tuesday y August 25^A. — Dense, cloudy 
morning. Got a glimpse of the sun and 
latitude at twelve o'clock. Our freshr-water 
Condenser is about giving out, the last sup- 
ply of water being so salt as to be scarcely 
drinkable. This will be a serious disaster 
for us if we cannot remedy it at Cape 
Town, for we have no tank room for more 
than eight days' supply, and no place to 
store casks except on deck, where they 
would interfere with the guns. And so I 
have borne up to run for Angra Pequena, 
where I expect to pick up my prize-crew 
that I may return to Simop's Bay to see 
what can be done, without further delay, 
I am quite knocked up with cold and fever, 
but sick as I may be, I can never lie by 
and be quiet, the demands of duty being 
inexorable and incessant. 
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Thursday^ August 27th. — Morning fine; 
made all sail at early daylight, and stood in 
for the land, having every promise of getting 
latitude at meridian for position, and run- 
ning in to an anchor early in the afternoon. 
But an ominous fog -bank, that we had 
noticed hanging over the land for a short 
time before, suddenly enveloped us at 
eight, and shut us in so completely as to 
render it difficult to see a hundred yards in 
any direction ; the wind the while blowing 
fresh from the south ; weather cool and un- 
comfortable, and the rigging dripping rain. 
Hove to, and awaited anxiously the dis- 
appearance of the fog ; but hour after hour 
passed, and still no change — ^six, seven bells 
struck, and the fog appeared to grow more 
dense, and the wind to increase ; wore ship, 
and put her head off shore; went below, 
and turned in, in supre'tne disgust. At 
1.30 aroused by the report that there was a 
topsail schooner close aboard. She ran down 
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for US, when we backed main topsail, and 
sent a boat and brought the Master on 
board. Being like ourselves bound for 
Angra, he consented to pilot us in. Filled 
away, and made saiL We were to-day, 
at noon, by computation, W.S.W. from 
Pedestal Point (Angra) ; distance about ten 
miles. The fog continued most relentlessly 
until 4 P.M., when it disappeared, and we 
wore ship for the land, and were probably 
on the point of making it just at sunset, 
when the fog came on again, and en- 
veloped everything in impenetrable dark- 
ness. Wore ship seaward, and stood off 
and on during the night: the weather blus. 
tering. 

. Friday^ August 2%th. — Morning cloudy, 
wind blowing half a gale. At 8.50 took a 
single reef in the topsail — ^the schooner in 
sight to leeward. At 9.30 made the land, 
and soon came in full view of it. My 
would-be pilot could not recognise it, until 
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the schooner, having run in ahead of us, 
ran down to leeward, by which we knew 
that she had made out our position. I 
followed her, and ran in, and anchored in 
Sheerwater Bay ; my pilot being of no sort 
of assistance to me, he seeming to have a 
very imperfect knowledge of the locality. 
Soon after anchoring, a boat came out of 
the lagoon to us, and we recognised some 
of our prize-crew of the Sea Bride in 
her. 

In effect the Tuscaloosa and the prize 
had both been three days in the harbour of 
Angra Pequena. In the afternoon we got 
up our anchor again, and ran into the 
lagoon, and anchored near the Sea Bride 
in seven fathoms of water. A number of 
the oflELcers are off this evening to visit the 
Tuscaloosa — no doubt to get a good drink of 
fresh water. I have sent my pitcher for 
some, being nearly parched up with the 
salt-water we have been drinking for the 
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last three days. We are lying in smooth 
watevj in a snug harbour, and I hope to get 
what I have not had for several nights — a 
good night's rest. A more bleak and com- 
fortless prospect, iti the way of landscape, 
could scarcely present itself to the eye. 
Nothing but land and rock — ^not a sprig of 
vegetation of any kind to be seen. In fact 
it never rains here, and this is consequently 
a guano region. We passed a bank of 
guano in Halifax island, a shanty, a few 
labourers, and a large army of penguins 
spread out with much solemnity on the 
island. 

Saturday^ August 29M. — Getting on board 
flour, &c. from the Sea Bride, and water 
from the schooner— 1500 gallons, which 
will enable us to cruise some twenty days. 
Hauled a borrowed sieve in the afternoon, 
and caught a fine lot of fish. 

Sunday^ August SOth. — ^At 10.30 mustered 
the crew, and landed James Adams, O.S., 
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discharged by sentence of court-martial, 
with forfeiture of pay and prize-money. 

Monday^ August Zlst — ^At 7 a.m. got 
under way, and stood out of the harbour. 

The Alabama was now visited by a suc- 
cession of the heavy gales prevalent during 
winter time in the neighbourhood of the 
Cape. On the 7th Sept. — Captain Semmes 
writes — ^we had a rough, ugly night of it, 
with a continuance, and even increase of the 
gale, and a short and abrupt sea, in which 
the ship occasionally rolled and pitched 
with violence, frequently thumping my cot 
against the beams overhead and awaking 
me. Shipped large quantities of water 
through the propeller well; cabin -deck 
leaking. 

Tuesday^ September %th. — ^Weather cloudy, 
the sun shining faintly through the grey 
mass. Grale continues; the wind (E.S.E.) 
not^having varied a hair for the last sixteen 
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hours. Barometer gradually falling; ship 
rolling and pitching in the sea, and all things 
dreary-looking and uncomfortable. I am 
supremely disgusted with the sea and all 
its belongings; the fact is, I am past the 
age when men ought to be subjected to the 
hardships and discomforts of the sea. Sea* 
going is one of those constant strifes which 
none but the vigorous, the hardy, and the 
hopeful — in short, the youthful, or at most, 
the middle-aged — should be engaged in. The 
very roar of the wind through the rigging, 
with its accompaniments of rolling and 
tumbling, hard, overcast skies, gives me the 
blues. This is a double anniversary with 
me. It was on the 8th of September that 
I received my first order for sea-service 
(1826) ; and it was on the 8th of September 
that Norton's Division fought the battle of 
Moline del Ray (1847). What a history of 
the United States has to be written since the 
last event ! How much of human weakness 
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and wickedness and folly has been de- 
veloped in these years! But the North 
will receive their reward, under the in- 
evitable and rigorous laws of a just govern- 
ment of the world. 

Another week passed with a solitary excite- 
ment in the shape of an obstinate English 
skipper, who stoutly refused to heave to. The 
following account of this affair is extracted 
from the journal of one of the Alabama's 
officers : — 

Towards evening of the 10th of September 
the wind fell considerably. At 8.30 p.m. a sail 
in sight on weather bow. Immediately 
we turned to windward, and stood in 
chase. At 9.45 fired a gun to heave 
chase to. Chase, however, still kept on 
her course. At 10.35 we ran up along- 
side, and the officer of the deck hailed 
her — "Ship ahoy!" *' Halloa! heave to, 
and I will send a boat on board." 
"What do you want me to heave to for?" 
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*' That's my business." " Are you a ve^el 
of war?" Captain Semmes then waxing 
wroth, replied, " I'll give you five minutes 
to heave to in." " You have no right to 
heave me to unless you tell me who you 
are." " I'll let you know who I am." To 
officer of the deck — " Load that gun with 
shot, sir, and rain on that fellow — ^he's 
stupid" enough to be a foreigner." " Tell 
me who you are," yelled out the master of 
the ship. " If you are not hove to in five 
minutes I'll fire into you." Addressing 
the officer of the watch, Captain Semmes 
asked, " Is that gun ready for firing, 
sir?" "All ready, sir." "Then stand by 
to fire." 

The Captain of the ship beginning to realize 
the fact that we were in earnest, rolled out a 
volley of oaths, not only loud, but deep 
also. That little ebullition being finished, 
he hauled his mainsail up and lay to. Capr 
tain Semmes then gave me orders to board 
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and ascertain who the vessel was, as the re- 
luctance to heave to was suspicious in itself. 

On boarding, the Mate met me at the 
gangway and introduced me to a taiU, burly 
man, who proved to be the Master, With 
the utmost suavity I inquired, " What ship 
is this?" "Who are you?" he blurted out. 
"What ship is this, captain?" I repeated. 
"I sha'n't tell you," was the polite reply. 
" Captain, what vessel is this?" " Are you 
a man-of-war ?" asked he. " Of course we 
are," replied I. " Who are you T queried he. 

With the greatest distinctness possible, 
and with the utmost sternness, I said, 
" We are — we are the United States 
steamer Iroquois, Captain Palmer, on a 
cruise; and now, having told you this, 
T have something more to tell you — 
namely, that I am come on board to ask 
questions, not to answer them; further, 
I have asked you three times who you are, 
and have not yet received an answer. So 
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just step down into the cabin, and produce 
the ship's papers." 

With a very ill grace he descended into the 
cabin, I following, and I had just removed 
my cap when he roared out, " Who are you ? 
Are you English ? Say you are an English 
man-of-war, and I will let you look at my 
papers." Said I, " Captain, either you are 
crazy, or else you think I am. Here we fire 
a gun, and any man with a grain of sense 
would have understood that it was meant 
for a ship to heave to, more especially when 
a nation is at war. You are told to heave 
to, are boarded, and asked a question. In- 
stead of replying, you ask, perfectly savagely, 
^ Who are you 7 I tell you we are the United 
States ship Iroquois, and then you ask, * Are 
you English ? Tell me you are an English 
man-of-war !' It's absurd, I tell you.'' 

"Mr. Officer," yelled he, "' crazy f' 
* sense r 'absurd!' By 6—^, sir, if an 
English man-of-war were here, no Yankee 
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dare set foot on this deck, sir. Who are 
you ?" " Captain," I said to the man, " it 
is time this piece of folly were ended. Now 
understand me. Look at that clock: it 
wants twelve minutes to eleven; I want to 
see your papers ; I give you two minutes to 
produce them in* If, at ten minutes to 
eleven, the papers are not forthcoming, I 
shall adopt measures to place them in my 
possession." 

I then sat down. Question after ques- 
tion did the worthy skipper ask, but no 
reply did I deign to give. At length it 
wanted but a few seconds to the time 
specified, when with a bad grace the irate 
Master produced his key, unlocked his safe, 
and brought forth his papers. Upon 
examination I found it was the ship Flora, 
of and to Liverpool, from Manilla, with a 
general cargo. 

While looking over his papers, a cease- 
less string of interrogations was kept up 
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by the Master, to which I returned no 
answer, merely returning the papers, and 
remarking that he had given himself and us 
also, some really causeless detention. "Have 
you any news, captain?" I asked. "Yes^ 
I have some news; news that some three or 
four of you would like to be acquainted 
with, but news that one of you would 
' rather not know* But I'd see you Yankees 
aunk forty fathoms deep before I would tell 
you it/^ *^ Come, captain^ don^t be uncharita- 
ble ;. you know what is written in the Bible.'* 
He then went on to state what a bad 
passage he had made so far, havmg met 
with a succession of baffling winds ever 
since he had left Manilla -^ that he had made 
all sail for a fair wind, and which had only 
lasted for a few hours, the wind coming 
ahead again ;: and it looking threatening, he 
had reduced sail considerably, and was; 
making but slow progress when he waa 
stopped by us. 
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"Stopped by a Yankee, too! That's 
something I wont forget in a huriy/' said 
he. 

I could not help laughing at the 
"offended majesty" air he assumed, and 
wishing him a speedy passage, returned on 
board. From one of my boat's crew I 
learnt that the Flora had either seen or 
been boarded a couple of days ago by a two- 
masted long-funnelled steamer, supposed 
by the Master to have been a Confederate, 
though showing Yankee colours. 

Wednesday^ September \^ih. — ^At 8 p.m. 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope and steamed 
into the anchorage at Simon's Tovrn, which 
we reached at about 4.30 p.m. The Vander- 
bilt had left on Friday last, and was reported 
to have hovered near the Cape for a day or 
two. Greatly disarranged by the news 
from home — ^Vicksburg and Port Hudson 
fallen; Rosecrans' army marching south- 

o 2 
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wards; and Lee having recrossed the 
Potomac. Our poor people seem to 
be terribly pressed by the Northern 
hordes. 

But we shall fight it out to thd end, and 
the end will be what an all-wise Providence 
shall decree. 

Thursday^ September 17 th. — Called on 
the Admiral, and received a visit from the 
Captain of the Narcissus. 

Various misrepresentations had been 
made to the Admiral as to my proceedings 
since I left, &c., by the United States Con- 
sul, which I explained away. Spent an 
agreeable half-hour with the Admiral and 
his lady. There being no coal here — ^the 
Vanderbilt having taken it all — ^I made ar- 
rangements for it to be sent to me from 
Cape Town. 

Saturday y September 19<A. — The steamer 
Eadie arrived with coals for me from Cape 
Town. Hauled her alongside^ and com- 
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menced coaling. Walked on shore, and 
lunched with Captain Bickford. Dispatched 
letters for the mail-steamer for England. 
Liberty-men drunk, and few returning. 
Dined with the Admiral. A very pleasant 
party, composed entirely of naval officers, in- 
cluding the Captains of the ships present, the 
Captain-superintendent of the dockyard, &c. 
After dinner the young ladies made their 
appearance in the drawing-room, and we 
had some music. 

Sunday^ September 20/A. — Hauled the 
ship over to get at the copper around the 
blow-pipe, which was worn off. Visited 
the shore at half-past nine, took a long 
walk, dropped in upon the Post-captain, and 
went to church — Father Kiernan saying 
mass. He is an earnest, simple-minded 
Irish priest, with a picturesque little church 
on the hill-side, and a small congregation 
composed chiefly of soldiers and sailors — a 
seaman serving mass. Captain Coxon and 
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4 

a couple of the Lieutenants of the squadron 
being present. Liberty-men returning in 
greater numbers to-day — ^the money is 
giving out. 

Monday^ September 21^t — At daylight 
hauled the steamer alongside again, and 
reconunenced coaling. Called to see the 
ladies at the Admiral's after dinner, and 
walked through their quite extensive gar- 
den, winding up a ravine with a rapid. little 
stream of water passing through it. 

Tuesday^ September 22nd. — ^A large num- 
ber of liberty-men on shore yet. The 
Yankee Consul, with his usual unscru- 
pulousness, is trying to persuade them to 
desert. With one or two exceptions, the 
whole crew have broken their liberty — ^petty 
officers and all. With many improvements 
in the character of the seaman of the present 
day, in regard to intelligence, he is, in some 
respects, as bad as ever. Finished coaling 
this evening. 
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Wednesday^ September iZrd. — Refitting 
the fore-topmasts. Some twenty men still 
absent. A few are picked up by the Simon's 
Town police for the sake of the reward. 
And the sailor-landlords, those pests of all 
seaports, are coming on board and pre- 
senting bills for board, &c. Of course these 
claims are not listened to. It is a common 
contrivance with Jack and these sharks, to 
endeavour to extort money out of their 
ships. 

The process is simple enough. The 
landlord gives Jack a glass or two of bad 
liquor, and it may be, a meal or two, and 
it is agreed between them that a bill of 
twenty times the value received shall be 
acknowledged. The land-shark charges in 
this exorbitant way for the risk he runs of 
not being able to get anything, so he has 
nothing to complain of when he happens to 
come across a captain who is disposed to 
protect his seamen from such extortion. 
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Knowing the villains well, I did not per* 
mit them to impose upon me. 

Thursday^ September 24fA. — ^Waiting for 
the chance of getting over my deserters 
from Cape Town. Informed by telegraph 
in the afternoon that it was useless to wait 
longer,' as the police* declined to act. It 
thus appears that the authorities declined 
to enable me to recover my men — fourteen 
in number, enough to cripple my crew. This 
is another of those remarkable interpreta- 
tions of neutrality in which John Bull seems 
to be so particularly fertile. Informed by 
telegrams from Cape Town that vessels had 
arrived reporting the Vanderbilt on two> 
successive days oif Cape Aguthas and Point 
Danger. The moon being near its full, I 
preferred not to have her blockade me in 
Simon's Bay, as it might detain me until I 
should have a " dark moon," and being all 
ready for sea, this would have been irksome j 
so the gale having lulled somewhat, towards. 
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9 P.M., I ordered steam to be got up, and at 
half-past eleven we moved ont from our 
anchors. 

The lull only deceived us, as we had 
scarcely gotten under way, before the gale 
raged with increased violence, and we were 
obliged to buffet it with all the force of 
our four boilers. The wind blew fiercely ; 
but still we drove her between five and six 
knots per hour in the very teeth of it. 

Nothing could exceed the peculiar weird- 
like aspect of the scene, as we struggled 
under the full moonlight with the midnight 
gale. The surrounding mountains and 
high lands, seemingly at a great distance in 
the hazy atmosphere, had their tops piled 
with banks of fleecy clouds, remaining as 
motionless as snow-banks, which they very 
much resembled — ^the cold south wind as- 
sisting the illusion ; the angry waters of the 
bay breaking in every direction, occasionally 
dashing on board of us ; the perfectly clear 
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sky, with no sign of a cloud anywhere to 
be seen, except those piled on the mountains 
already mentioned ; — the bright full moon 
shedding her mysterious rays on all sur- 
rounding objects — illuminating, yet dis- 
tancing them — all these were things to be re- 
membered. And last, the revolving light on 
the Cape, at regular intervals, lighting up 
the renowned old headland. 

We passed the Cape at about 3 a.m., 
and bearing away gave her the trysails 
reduced bv their bonnets, and close-reefed 
topsails ; and I turned in to snatch a brief 
repose, before the trials of another day 
should begin. 

Friday^ September 25<A. — Delivered the 
jail^ as usual, upon getting to sea. It 
will take several days, I am afraid, to work 
the grog out of the crew, before they are 
likely to settle down into good habits and 
cheerfulness. 

The next fortnight's run through the 
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heavy gales that prevail almost incessantly 
in the higher latitudes of the Indian Ocean, 
brought the Alabama some 2400 miles upon 
her course. Two days more brought her off 
the Island of St. Paul's, a distance of 2840 
miles. Another couple of days, and she 
had made about sufficient easting, and 
began to shape her course towards the 
north — ^the' " sunny north." 

A few short extracts from the journal 
will give sufficient idea of the period thus 
passed through : — 

October l6th.—LsLt. 35-23; Long. 89-55; 
no observations for current ; distance some 
135 miles. The gale in which we lay-to 
ten hours, having broken in upon our day's 
work. Bar. 29'57, and on a stand; run- 
ning before the wind, under close-reef and 
reefed foresail. Afternoon gale increased, 
and between twelve and one it blew furi- 
ously, the whole sea being a sheet of foam, 
the air rendered misty by the spray, and the 
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heavy seas threatening to jump on board 
of us, although we were scudding at the 
rate of very little less than fifteen knots — 
the whole accompanied by an occasional 
snow-squall from dark, threatening-looking 
clouds. It is not often that a wilder scene 
is beheld : in the meantime the Cape pigeons 
are whirling around us, occasionally poising 
themselves against the stern, as serenely, 
apparently, as if the elements were at rest. 
The barometer has remained perfectly sta- 
tionary at 29 '67 during this blow for seven 
hours (from morning to 7 p.m.), without 
varying a single hair's breadth, during all' 
of which time the gale was raging with un- 
mitigated violence from about S. W. by W. 
to S.W. During this period, we were tra- 
velling about on an average speed of eleven 
knots; and of course this must have been 
the rate of speed of the vortex — distant- 
from us probably 150 to 200 miles. At 
7 P.M. the mercury began to rise slowly. 
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and at 8 was at 27*60, the weather looking 
less angry, and the squalls not so frequent 
or violent. Verily, our good ship, as she 
is darted a-head on the top of one of tl^ose 
huge, long Indian Ocean waves that pursue 
lier, seems like a mere cock-boat. 

It is remarkable that this is the anniver- 
sary of the cyclone we t<X)k off the banks of 
Newfoundland. 

October ISth — Observing has been parti- 
cularly vexatious during the past week. 
What with the heavy seas constantly rising 
between the observer and the horizon, pre- 
venting him from producing a contact at the^ 
very instant, it may be, that he is ready for 
it, the passage of a flying cloud under the 
sun when his horizon is all right, and the 
heavy rolling of the ship requiring him to 
pay the utmost care to the preservation of 
his balance, and sometimes even to *^ lose 
his sight"— from the necessity of withdraw- 
ing one hand suddenly from his instrument 
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to grasp the rail or the rigging to prevent 
himself from falling — ^what with all these 
things, the patience of even as patient a 
niaii as myself is sorely tried. Perhaps 
this stormy tumbling about at sea is the 
reason why seamen are so calm and quiet 
on shore. We come to hate all sorts of 
commotion, whether physical or moral. 

At last the region of endless gales was 
passed, and escaping entirely the southern 
belt of calms, the Alabama dashed along in 
the S.E. trade. On the 26th October, as 
^ she was nearing the Line, news reached her 
from an English barque, that the United 
States sloop, Wyoming, was on guard in 
the Sunda Straits, accompanied by a three- 
masted schooner. This sloop being about 
the Alabama's own size, hopes of a fight 
were again rife among both officers and 
men ; and great was their impatience when 
the trade at length parted from them, and 
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light, variable winds again began to baffle 
the eager ship. 

Drawing slowly nearer to the Straits, 
news still came from passing ships of the 
enemy's presence there, reports going at 
length so far as to state, that she had been 
specially dispatched thither by the United 
States consul at Batavia, in search of the 
Alabama herself. 

At last, on the 6th November, came 
another prize, the first since leaving the Cape 
of Good Hope, nearly six weeks before. She 
proved to be the barque Amanda, from 
Manilla to Queenstown for orders, the 
following being the particulars of her 
case: — 

CASE OF THE BARQUE AMANDA. 

Ship under U.S. colours and register. 
Cargo, sugar and hemp. Charter-party to 
proceed to Europe or the United States. 
On the face of each . of the three bills of 
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lading appears the following certificate for 
the British Vice-consul at Manilla : — 

" I hereby certify that Messrs Ker and 
Co., the shippers of the merchandize speci- 
fied in this bill of lading, are British sub- 
jects established in Manilla, and that 
according to invoices produced, the said 
merchandize is shipped by order, and for 
account of Messrs. Halliday, Fox, and Co., 
British subjects of London, in Great 
Britain." 

As nobody swears to anything, of course 
this certificate is valueless, and the pre- 
sumption of law prevails, viz., "that all 
property found under the enemy's flag is 
enemy's property," until the contrary be 
shown by competent and credible testimony 
under oath, duly certified to by a Consul or 
another ofiicer. Ship and cargo condemned. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

New cruising-ground — Case of the Winged Baoer — A 
good chase — ^The Contest — On the look-out — Not to 
be deceiTed — ^No prizes — Condore— A French set- 
tlement — Kindly greetings — ^Monkej Island — ^Far 
from home — ^Whistling Locusts — Instinct — Why 
no one sees a dead monkey — Homewards — Yankee 

ships scarce. 

« 

The 3th of November saw the Alabama 
again in sight of land, and after anchoring 
for a night off Flat Point, and sending a 
]t>oat ashore, in the vain hope of finding in 
the Malay villages a supply of some sort of 
fresh provision, she again lifted her anchor 
and proceeded to sea under steam. 

Tuesday^ November lOth. — Passed between 
the island of Beezee and Sonbooko, both high 
and picturesque, the channel about a mile 
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wide, some villages under the groves of 
cocoa-nut trees on the former. The naked 
natives coming liown to the beach to gaze 
at us. We ran through the Strait of Sunda 
about 2 P.M., passing to the westward • of 
Thwart-the-Way. 

Soon after passing out of the Strait 
and shaping our course, we discovered a 
cUpper-lookingship, under topsails, standing 
towards North Island, Gave chase, al- 
though we were in the midst of a rain 
squall, and in the course of fifteen or twenty 
minutes we were near enough to him 
to make him show his colours. They were 
United States, and upon being boarded he 
proved to be the Winged Racer, a vessel for 
which we had been hunting outside the 
Strait. We captured him and sent him to 
anchor about three miles from North Island 
(the Island bearing about W.S.W.), and ran 
up and anchored near him ourselves. By 
working hard we were enabled to get every- 
thing we wanted out of him by 2 o'clock 



AND THE SUMTBR. 211 

A-M. ; and having despatched her crew, to- 
gether with the crew of the Amanda, in the 
boats of the prize, at their own request^ we 
got under way at 4 A.M., and steamed out of 
sight of the coast by daylight We were 
fortunate enough to get some fowls, fruits, 
and vegetables from a bum-boat of Malays, 
who made a business of supplying ships. 
The boat reported that, when she left Angra 
about two days before, the Wyoming was 
there. Fired the ship. 

CASE OF THE WINGED BACEB* 

Ship under United States colours and re- 
gister, and no claim of the neutrality of 
the cargo among the papers; ship bound. to 
New York. Ship and cargo condemned. 



Wednesday^ November XUh. — ^Made the 
North Watcher soon after daylight, and find- 
ing that if I continued on at the same speed, 
I should be up with Gaspar Strait early in 
the night, and should be obliged to anchor 

p2 
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until daylight, I orderied the steam to be 
let down, and we were about making ar- 
rangements for getting up the propeller^ 
when a sail was descried on the port bow, 
close hauled on the starboard tack. She 
soon proved to be a rakish-looking ship^ 
evidently United States. Kept away from 
her from time to time as she passed to- 
wards our bow, and when we came near 
enough we showed her the United States 
colours. She replied with the same. I then 
fired a gun and hoisted our own colours 
(new flag). Instead of obeying this signal 
to heave to, she made sail and ran. We at 
once started the fires afresh, the steam 
having gone entirely down, and made aD 
sarf in pursuit. The chase at this time was 
about four miles from us, and for a long 
time we gained scarcely anjrthing upon her. 
We threw a rifle-shot astern him, but he 
disregarded this also. Finally, after an 
exciting chase of one hour and a half 
(shifting guns, and sending men aft to trim 
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ship, and giving her a full head of steam), 
we came near enough to him to throw a 
32-pound shot between his masts, when he 
shortened sail, came to the wind, and hove 
to. If the wind had been very fresh (it was 
blowing a good breeze) he would probably 
have ran away from us. He proved to be 
the clipper ship Contest, from Yokohama 
(Japan ) for New York. Captured him, and 
anchored in the open sea in fourteen fa- 
thoms of water, and took from the prize 
such supplies as we wanted. All our 
people having returned on board about 
nightfall, it was discovered soon after that 
the prize was dragging her anchor, which 
she did so fast in the freshened breeze that 
a boat which was sent to board and fire 
her sculled until the officer nearly lost sight 
of us, and fearing that if he continued he 
might lose sight of us altogether in a rain 
squall, returned. Got up steam imme- 
diately anti weighed anchor, and ran down 
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to the prize, sent a boat's crew on board of 
her and burned her. 

CASE OF THE CONTEST. 

Ship under United States colours and 
register, and no claim for cargo ; ship and 
cargo condemned. 



Concluding that on receiving intelligence 
of the Alabama's arrival, the Wyoming, if, 
in truth, she was near the Strait, would 
run at once for Gaspar Passage in search of 
her. Captain Semmes now determined to 
double upon his enemy, and gave her th6 
start of Mm, holding himself for a few days 
in the Java Sea, a little east of the Strait. 
A week passed by without any incident 
worthy of record. At length a change came. 

Thursday^ Nov. 19*A.— At 3.30 p.m. 
boarded the English ship Avalanche (trans- 
ferred) two or three days from Singapore, 
with newspapers from England of the 10th 



AND THE SUMTEB. 215 

of October— only forty days ! Gratified at 
the general good aspect of the news, and 
particularly at our victory at Chickamanga. 
Reports several American ships laid up at 
Singapore, and a general stagnation of 
American trade. This ship came to anchor 
some two miles astern of us, and we sent 
off the prisoners of the Contest by her, the 
Master consenting to take them for a chro- 
nometer which I sent him. He will pro- 
bably put them on shore at Angra Point. 
We first hoisted the Dutch flag, and sent 
a German, Master's Mate we had, on 
board of him; but the Master, when told ' 
that we were a Dutch ship of war, said, 
"Oh! that wont do; I was on board 
of her in Liverpool, when she was 
launched !" 

Friday^ Nov. 20<A. — Lowered and rigged 
the cutter, and sent her to board a couple 
of barques, which reported four American 
ships a^ Bankok ; there about to lay up, lest 
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they should fall in with us, and one Ame* 
rican ship at Manilla. 

'Saturday J Nov. 2l8t — ^At 3 p.m. got under 
way under sail, with the wind from the 
south-west. 

Sunday^ Nov. 22nd. — At 3 a.m. lowered 
the propeller, and went ahead under steam. 
Passed within about four miles of Direction 
Island at 5.15 p.m. 

Monday^ Nov. 2Zrd. — At 8 a.m. made 
Seraia. 

Thursday^ Nov. 26ih. — Lat. 5.36; Long. 
111.42, or within fifty miles of dangerous 
ground, towards which the current is setting 
us. No anchoring ground. 47 fiithoms. 
After noon, the calm still continuing, let 
go a kedge in 50 fathoms of water — ^mud — 
and veered to 150 fathoms. 

Friday^ Nov. 27th. — Noon. The struggle 
against the current is hopeless in the death- 
like calm that prevails, and so we have 
come-to again with the kedge. 
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Sunday^ Nov. 29<A. — After five days of 
dead calm, we took the monsoon this morn- 
ing at daylight, settling in lightly, and at 
9 A.M. we got under way, and stood to the 
northward and westward. 

Thursday^ Dec. 8rd. — At daylight we 
discovered a small vessel at anchor near the 
head of the harbour of the Island of Con- 
dore, with French colours, and awnings and 
other indications of her being a vessel of 
war. Sent a boat in to examine water. 
Boat returned at 1 p.m. with the commander 
of the vessel — a French vessel of war — ^and 
I was quite surprised to learn that we had 
arrived in civilised waters, and that the 
Island of Condore was in the possession of 
the French. There was a small garrison of 
50 or 60 at the village on the east side. 
There had been a recent revolt of the na- 
tives, the French officers said ; and for this 
reason there were few vegetables or fruits 
to be had, and most of the natives had be- 
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taken themselves to the moantains. Got 
under way and ran into the harbour, the 
Frenchman politely showing me the way, 
and anchored in nine fathoms. Got a spring 
out, so as to present our port broadside to 
any enemy that might be disposed to violate 
neutrality, and, to save coal, permitted all 
the fires to go out. A couple of ships, 
running before the wind, passed in sight 
during the day — ^the ships prudently run- 
ning a little out of the track to sight the 
island m this uncertain sea. 

Friday, December 4th. — The harbour is 
picturesque, with mountains rising abruptly 
from the water to the height of 1800 feet, 
clothed with dense verdure from water's 
edge to top, many of the trees being of 
large size. The soil is very rich, but there 
is little cultivated land, the mountain-sides 
being too steep. The French have con- 
structed two or three huts on the northern 
shore, and a couple of rude jetties, or land- 



AND THE SUMTER. 219 

ing places of loose stone. Landed on one 
of these to get sight for the chronometers. 
Found a Frenchman overseeing three or 
four Chinese seamen chopping wood and 
thatching a hut. The French make slaves, 
both here and on the mainland, of prisoners 
of war. The island is under the govern- 
ment of an Enseign de Vaisseau. • 

The Commander of the Junk is a Mid- 
shipman, so that we have gotten among 
high dignitaries. Landed at noon, at an 
inviting little sand-beach on the south 
shore, to get latitude— 8^ 89' 10''. Found 
the ruined hut of a Frenchman, with his 
grave close by, and his name carved on the 
bark of a tree on the beach. A picturesque 
burial spot, amid eternal shades, with the 
lullaby of the ocean. 

Saturday^ December 5th. — ^Amused this 
morning, watching some sedate old baboons 
sitting on the sand-beach opposite, and 
apparently observing the ship very atten- 
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tively. Large numbers of these caricatures 
of humanity inhabit these islands; yester- 
day, when a boat landed, great numbers of 
young ones were seen gambolling about; 
but one of the old ones having called out 
to them, they soon all disappeared in the 
thick wood. Returned the visit of the 
Frenchman. He is on board a miserable 
country craft, of about 40 tons burthen. 
Sent a boat to the village on the east side 
to call on the Governor, and see if we could 
get some fruit and vegetables. Boat re- 
turned at night -fall. The village is a 
mere military port, the native inhabitants, 
except a few prisoners or slaves, having 
fled to the mountains, and no supplies were 
to be had. The Governor's residence is a 
thatched hut, as are all the other houses, 
with no industry or taste displayed in their 
structure. A few patches of cultivation 
were visible — ^rice, fruit, and cotton — ^the 
latter looking rather unpromising. The 
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destroyers of their rice were the monkeys. 
There are several varieties of fine large 
pigeons here, and in abundance. They are 
beautiful in feather and fat. A common 
variety has a green back and golden tail. 
This u^ust be a paradise for monkeys, so 
abundant is their food in the forests, almost 
every tree bearing a fruit or nut of some 
sort. These French officers had heard and 
believed that we sunk or burned every ship 
we took, with all on baard^ and received the 
Paymaster rather coolly at first, but became 
quite -cordial when they observed we were 
Christians^ and did hot commit this whole- 
sale, murder. 

Sunday, December &th. — ^Another lonely 
Sabbath-day — ^lonely, though in the midst 
of one hundred and fifty people. Away, 
away from home, by half the circumference 
of the globe ! One of the most frequent and 
unpleasant of my experiences since I entered 
the China Sea, is an oppressive sense of great 
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distance from home, and the utter strange- 
ness of everything around me, almost as 
though I had entered another planet. 

Monday^ December 7 th. — ^The commander 
of the island, M. Bizot, visited me to-day. 
He is an agreeable . and intelligent young 
man of twenty-four or five years of age, 
and appeared very friendly and expressed 
sympathy for our cause. His position is a 
flattering one for a man of his age and rank, 
and he seems to have entered upon his 
duties with pride and zeal. He brought me 
a chart of the island, surveyed last year. 
The French have been in possession two 
years and a half. He spoke of my having 
hoisted the English flag upon first an* 
choring, and seemed surprised that we had 
not heard of the possession of the island by 
the French, which, he said, had been nor. 
lified to all the Powers. I plea^iantly told 
him that I I«d h^l some notion at Lng 
possession of it myself, but that I had found 
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the French ahead of me. He brought dowii 
for me the welcome present of a pig and 
some little frait^ and told me he had a 
patcOo patch on shore, which he would share 
with me. Fresh provisions of all kinds are 
so scarce here that I fear my generous friend 
has been robbing himself. He told me that 
he had one hundred and forty for^ta — 
slave-prisoners — ^at the village, whom he 
meant to put to good use in constructing 
store and dwelling-houses, &c. The 
hunters brought on board to-day an East 
India bat, or vampire, meafiuring two feet 
ten inches from tip to tip of wing. Its head 
resembled that of a dog or wolf more than 
any other animal, its teeth being very sharp 
and strong. Among the curiosities of the 
island is a locust, that has a whistle almost 
as loud as that of a railroad. 

Tuesday^ Dec. %tK — The Commander of 
the Junk came on board, and brought me 
a couple of fowls. The apes here are very 
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large, and quite fierce. They will not run 
from you, but come around you, and grin 
and chatter at you. An officer shot oHe, 
and he died like a human being, throwing 
his hands over his wound and uttering 
piercing cries ! This monkey was afterwards 
buried in the sand by his comrades, though 
the interment was not quite complete when 
the operators were interrupted. This is 
the reason why nobody ever sees a dead 
monkey, any more, as the Singhalese pro- 
verb says, than a white crow or a straight 
cocoa-nut tree. A curious vegetable product 
was brought on board to«day, it being to all 
appearance a finely-made Havana cigar. 
The fibre is woody, covered with a smooth 
bark, and the colour of dark tobacco. It 
comes from the tree perfect in shape, and is 
not a seed-pod or fruit. One is at a loss to 
conceive its use or functions. The illusion 
caused by its appearance is perfect. . We 
had no Isuccess with the sieve, the fish here 



~1 



AND THE SUMTBB. 225 

l)eing all jumpers, and jumping out of the 
tnet* 

Wednesday^ Dec. 9*A. — ^The excessive heat 
4tnd moisture of the climate here is very 
-enervating. We begin to feel its effects 
already. It weighs upon us like a vapour- 
bath, and we feel indisposed to take the 
4east exercise; a walk on shore of half a 
mile or so quite overcomes us. 

Thursday^ Dec. lOfA. — ^At about 2.80 p.m. 
^ French steamer passed the Gap, going to 
the southward. Afterwards informed by 
•the Commander that it was the mail steamer 
from Saigon, for Singapore. The Saigon 
people are expecting us there. 

Friday^ Dec. lltK — In the afternoon the 
Oommander and* Surgeon came on board, 
bringing us a buUoch t and some vegetables. 

Sunday^ Dec. 13</i. — ^The crew dined off 
i;he Commander's bullock to-day, being the 
first meai of fresh meat since leaving 
JSimon's Town, nearly three months ago; 
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and yet we have no one on the sick list! 
Causes — good water, temperance, strict 
goyernnaent, and, as a consequence, a reason- 
able degree of contentment, and moderate 
and constant employment. The crew has 

« 

had several runs on shore, too, without the 
possibility of getting drunk. A present of 
coeoa^uts this morning from the Com'- 
mander. This young Frenchman is very 
attentive to us. 

Monday^ Dee. lAth. — To-day we applied 
the principle of the coffer-dam to the re- 
placement of the copper around our delivery 
or blow-pipe, soicbe three feet below water. 
The operation proved quite simple and easy 
of accomplishment. Getting ready for sea. 
The news of our "whereabouts" probably 
Teaehed Singapore on the evening of Satur- 
day^ and it is only two days from Singapore 
here, for a fast steamer ; and so, whilst the^ 
enemy, should there be one at Singapore, is 
coming hitherward,, we must be going 
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thitherward to seek coal and provi* 
sions. 

Tuesday^ Dec. 15th. — ^At daylight got 
under way, under sail, and stood out of the 
karbour — ^lighting and banking the fires. 
On account of our proximity to the shore, 
and the very light breeze, we had barely 
room to pass the point — ^not more than a 
ship's length to spare, in ca^ we had been 
obliged to let go our anchor. I felt quite 
nervous for a few minutes, but held on, and 
we caught a light breeze that soon sent us 
ahead out of danger. 

Well, we are on the sea once more, with our 
head turned westward^ or homeward. Shall 
we ever reach that dear home which we left 
three years ago, and which we have yearned 
after so frequently since? WiU it be battle,. 
or shipwreck, or both, or neither? And 
when we reach the North Atlantic, will it 
still be war, or peace? When will the 
demon-like passions of the North be stillpd ? 

q2 
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These are solemn and interesting questions 
for us, and an all-wise Providence has kindly 
hidden the answers behind the curtain <rf 
Fate. A lengthened cruise would not be 
politic in these warm seas. The homeward 
trade of the enemy is now quite small- 
reduced probably to twenty or thirty ships 
per year ; and these may easily evade us by 
taking the different passages to the Indian 
Ocean, of which there are so many, and so 
widely separated. The foreign coasting 
trade (as between one port in China and 
another, and the trade to and from Calcutta 
and to and from Australia,) besides facilities 
for escape, are almost beyond our reach — at 
least we could only ransom the ship, the 
cargoes being all neutral — ^that is to say 
such of them as get cargoes^ now not mmvy. 
And then there is no cruising or chasing to 
be done here successfully, or with safety to 
oneself, without plenty of coal; and we can 
only rely upon coaling once in three months 
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at some English port. At the other ports 
there would probably be combinations made 
against us, through the influence of the 
Yankee Consuls. So I will try my luck 
around the Cape of Good Hope once more ; 
then to the coast of Borneo; and thence 
perhaps to Barbadoes, for coal ; and thence 
? If the war be not ended, my ship 
will need to go into dock, to have much of 
her copper replaced, now nearly destroyed 
by such constant cruising, and to have her 
boilers overhauled and repaired ; and this 
can only be properly done in Europe. Our 
young officers, who had had so agreeable a 
qhange from the cramped ship to the shores 
and forests of Condore, with their guns and 
their books, had become so attached to the 
island that they left it with some regret. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

In the East — Aor — Marine nomads — Suspicious — At 
Singapore — A busy city — Cliinese merchants — 
Whampoa and Co. — Galculathig machines — Under 
way — The Martaban of Maulmain — ^IransformatioB 
— ^The Texan Star — Evasive — Getting at the truth 
— Confusion — Malacca — The Sonora — To the Cape. 

The Alabama was now steering for Singa- 
pore, and 'for three or four days kept her 
course without the occurrence of anything 
particularly noteworthy. On the 19thvDe- 
cember she anchored for a time in the bay 
on the south-east side of the island of Aor, 
with its lofty hills clothed with green to 
their summits, and its little sandhills and 
groves of cocoa-nut trees. The island is 

Unclaimed by any European nation. 

« 

Sunday^ Dec. iOtL — To-day being Sun- 
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day, and the weather being still thick, and 
blowing, I have resolved to remain until 
' to-morrow before making the run for Sin- 
gapore. Weather improved this morning, 
however, and the barometer going up. 
Several islands visible that were hid from 
us yesterday. Pulo Aor looking beautiful 
and picturesque. Some of the natives on 
board with their scant stores of fowls, eggs, 
and cocoa-nuts* They are larger than the 
natives of Condore, and stouter and more 
developed, but with countenances not very 
prepossessing. The Governor, a rough- 
lookiiig, middle-aged fellow, above the com- 
mon height, pulled out some greasy papers, 
the recommendations of former visitors, and 
desired that I also would give him one, 
which I declined, as I knew nothing about 
him. Their canoes are light and graceful, 
and occasionally they present quite a pic- 
ture with their gaily- dressed or half- dressed 
occupants. We heard their tom-toms and 
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banjoes last night as evening set in, but a 
music much sweeter to our ears was » 
chorus from some frogs^ with notes some- 
what finer than their relatives on our side 
of the earth. These islanders are nothing 
more than marine nomads, that lead aa 
idle, vagabond life, intermixed with a good 
deal of roguery. They have a fine physiqaey 
as might be supposed from their open-air 
mode of life, in which they have plenty of 
healthful exercise without being over- 
worked, as Mother Nature feeds them spon- 
taneously, and they require little more 
clothing than they brought into the world 
with them. 

In the afternoon some of the officers 
visited the shore, and were hospitably 
received. There were from ninety to 
one hundred natives, men, women, and 
children, visible, and there were probably 
as many more on the other side of the 
island, as they have a S.W. monsoon vil- 
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fege there. They seemed to have plenty 
of fowls, and they are very expert fisher- 
men. They were gambling — such a thing 
' as labour being out of the question. The 
island seems originally to have been a solid 
mass of rock, the rocky walls of the moun- 
tains peeping out in many places from the 
midst of the dense forest, and gradually as 
time and the elements disintegrated por- 
tions of it, plants and trees took root, until 
the island became what it is now, a mass of 
luxuriant vegetation. There were some 
fine large boats carefully hauled up on the 
beach, quite large enough for piratical pur- 
poses, for which they were probably in- 
tended, and some swivels were lying near 
the chief man's door. The cocoa-nut tree 
has climbed the mountain sides, and waves 
its feathery foliage from the crests of the 
ridges. It is food, and Cordage, and light 
to the natives. Several delightful, little 
vallejrs presented themselves, upon which, 
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and on the adjacent steeps of the moun- 
tains, were thatched huts. Probably to the 
mere animal part of our nature, the life 
that these people lead is happier than any 
other; wants few and easily supplied, la- 
bour not too pressing, and the simple tastes 
satisfied with such pleasures ^s they find, 

Eain, rain, in the afternoon. Most of 
the moisture is deposited on the mountain- 
tops, and the clouds sweep over it. And 
now for Singapore, God willing. 

Monday^ Dec. ilst — At 3.30 a.m. we 
got under way, under steam and sail, and 
steered S. by E. 32^ miles, South 18 miles, 
and S. by W. 14 miles; and the weather 
setting in very thick, with heavy rain, ob- 
scuring all things, we were obliged to come to 
in 10^ fethoms, with the north point of 
Bintang island bearing, and within 11 miks 
by computation of the Pedra Branca light- 
house. We have thus to war against the 
weather as well as our enemies. Soon aft« 
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daylight we made a ship-rigged steamer on 
our port bow, bound also for Singapore- 
She anchored neat us astern. It clearing a 
little at noon, we got hold of the naarks and 
got under way, and taking a Malay pilot, 
anchored off Singapore at 5-30 p.m. 

Tuesday^ Dec. 22nd. — At 9.30 a.m. the 
pilot came 6n board, and we ran up into 
New Harbour alongside of the coaling 
dep6t, and commenced coaling. Singapore 
is quite a large town, with an air of pro- 
sperity— a large number of ships in the 
harbour. The country is beautiful, and 
green, with an abundance of fine fruit, &c. ; 
the country around highly improved with 
tasteful houses and well-laid-out grounds. 
The English residents call it the Madeira of 
the East, in allusion to its healthfulness. 
Some twenty-two American merchant ships 
here, most of them laid up ! The Wyoming 
was here twenty flays ago, and left for Rhid 
Strait, where she remained for some days. 
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Finished coaling last night, the operation 
having occupied no more than ten hours. 
Received provisions. 

Wednesday^ Dec. 2 Zrd, — ^Weather variable, 
with occasional showers of rain— raining 
heavily in the afternoon. Visited the city, 
and was astonished at its amount of popula- 
tion and business. There are from eighty to 
one hundred thousand Chinese on Singapore 
island, nearly all of them in the 'city, from 
twelve to fifteen thousand Malays, and about 
fifteen hundred Europeans. Singapore being 
a free port, it is a great entrepdt of trade. 
Great quantities of Eastern produce reach 
it from all quarters, whence it is shipped 
to Europe. 

The business is almost exclusively in 
the hands of the Chinese, who are also 
the artisans and labourers of the , place. 
The strjeets are thronged with foot-passen- 
gers and vehicles, among which are promi- 
nent the ox, or rather the bufiklo cart, and 
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the hacks for hire, of which latter there are 
nine hundred licensed. The canal is filled 
with country boats of excellent model, and 
the warehouses are crammed with goods. 
Money seems to be abundant, and things 
dear. They are just finishing a tasteful 
Gothic church, with! a tall spire, which is a 
notable landmark as you approach ; they are 
also completing officers' quarters on a hill 
which commands the town. Barracks for 
three or four regiments lie unoccupied a 
couple of miles outside the city, and a large 
court-house. 

The moving multitude in the streets 
comprises every variety of the human 
race, every shade of colour, and every 
variety of dress, among which are promi- 
nent the gay turbans and fancy jackets of 
the Mahomedan, Hindu, &c. Almost all 
the artisans and labourers were naked, ex- 
cept a cloth or a pair of short trousers 
tucked about the waist. The finest dressed 
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part of the population was decidedly the 
jet-blacky with his white flowing mantle 
and spotted turban. The upper class of 
Chinese merchants are exceedingly polite, 
and seem intelligent. I visited the esta- 
blishment of Whampoa and Co. Whampoa 
was above the middle height, stout, and with 
a large, well-developed head. I was told 
that his profits some yeard amounted to 
forty or fifty thousand pounds! He was 
sitting in a small, dingy, ill-lighted little 
office on the ground-floor, and had before 
him a Chinese calculating machine^ over 
the numerous small balls of which, strung 
oA wires, he was running his bands for 
amusement, as a gambler will sometimes 
. do with his checks. At the suggestion of 
the gentleman who was with me, I re- 
quested him to multiply four places of 
figures by three places, naming the figures, 
and the operation was done about as 
rapidly as I could write down the result. 
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Their shaved heads, and long queues, some- 
times nearly touching the ground, are 
curious features of their personal appear- 
ance. The workshops front upon the 
streets, and in them busy, half-naked crea- 
tures may be seen, working away as industri- 
ously as so many beavers all day long, 
seeming never to tire of their ceaseless toil. 
Amid all this busy population I saw but 
one female in the streets, and she was of the 
lower class. Dined in the country with 
Mr. Beaver. The ride out was over good 
roads flanked by large forest and orna- 
mental trees, among which was the tall, 
slender, graceful palm of the betel-nut. 
The Botanical Gardens are on an elevation 
commanding a fine view of the town and 
the sea, and are laid out with taste, orna- 
mented with flowering trees and shrubs, 
and flowers. Hither a band of music comes 
to play several times a week, when the 
townspeople turn out to enjoy the scene. 
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A: few miles beyond the town the whole 
island is a jungle, in which abounds the 
ferocious Bengal tiger. It is said that 
one man and a half per day is the average 
destruction of human life by these animals. 
Visited opium-preparation shop. It pays 
an enormous licence. 

All this beauty fails to reconcile the 
European lady to this country, I was told. 
The eternal sameness of summer, and the 
heat and moisture, weigh upon them, mi 
their husbands being away all day on busi- 
ness, they pine for their European homes* 
The life seems agreeable enough to the men. 
The Governor of the " Straits Settlement'^ 
is a Colonel. 

Thursday J Dec. 24<A. — Cloudy; five 
of my men ' deserted last night. The 
Kwang-tung got under way at 8^ a.m.', 
and we followed her and steered for 
the Strait of Malacca^ Several sails in 
sight ; Malay pilot on board. Passed 
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the Ewang-tung very rapidly. At about 
1 F.K. we fired a gun and hove to an 
American-looking barque, under English 
colours, with the name, ^^Martaban, of 
Maulmain," on her stem. Sent a boat on 
board; and the officer reporting that she 
was an American-buUt ship, with English 
renter, and that the Master refused to 
come on board, I went on board myself to 
examine the case. There being no bill of 
sale, the transaction being recent, the 
Master and Mate, &c. being Americans, I 
had no doubt that the transfer was fraudu- 
lent, and captured and burned her. The 
cargo had no paper on board connected 
with it, except the ordinary bill of lading. 
It consisted of rice, and was shipped in 
Maulmain by a Mr. Cohen, and consigned 
to his order at Singapore, whither the ship 
"was bound. Of course, the cargo followed 
the fate of the ship under such circum- 
isrt4mces. Upon examination of the Master 
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(Pike), under oath, he admitted that the 
transfer was a sham, and made to protect 
the ship from capture. At 11 .80 p.m. came 
to anchor about four miles distant from 
Malacca, bearing N.,in fifteen fathoms water, 
for the purpose of landing our prisoners. 

The boarding officer's journal furnishes the 
annexed description of the interview with 
the Master of the prize : — 

I was sent on board to examine her papers. 
The barque was American built, had a new 
English fiag, and on her stem was painted- 
^^ Martaban, of Maulmain." We knew that 
many Yankee vessels had been transferred 
to English owners, and of course had to have 
an English flag ; but the question arose — 
Was there not some jobbery in this case?' 
Nearing the Martaban I saw that she was. 
newly painted ; pulling round and under her • 
stern, I saw that a name had been painted 
over, but could not see what the name was; 
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I farther observed that the last four letters 
of Mauhnain had been painted much more 
recently than the other ones, so I deter- 
mined to most rigidly scrutinize her papers. 
Upon my arrival on board, I inquired after 
the Captain's health, and then expressed a 
wish to make a few inquiries respecting his 
vesseL 

He with the utmost affability was equally 
ready to afford me any information required, 
at the same time informing me I should 
find "everything correct/' The vessel I 
found was the Martaban of Mauhnain^ 
Gaptsdn Pike, from Maulmain to Singapore, 
rice laden. I then requested to see the ship's 
papers, which request was readily granted. 
Accordingly the re^ster, clearance bills of 
lading, and crew list, were speedily produced 
and examined, not omitting the Master's 
certificate. These but corroborated what I 
previously knew. Putting a few questions 
to the Captain, and comparing his answers 

r2 
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with the papers, I learned the following 
facts- — viz., that the barque was American 
built, that she had been upwards of five 
4aonths in Maulmain; that she had been 
transferred on the 10th December, after the 
cargo was in, and on the day in which she 
cleared, and only one day previous to her 
sailing; that the captain had no certificate 
or bill of sale, nor, in fact, any papers re- 
specting the transfer on board; that he, 
the Captain, was an American, and had 
commanded the barque previous to her 
transfer. 

Taking the register up again and closely 
scrutinizing it, I observed what had pre- 
viously escaped my attention — ^viz., that the 
register, which is a printed form, with' spaces 
for written insertions, had been first written 
with a lead pencil, and over tha.t with ink. 
No professional registrar or shipmaster 
would, I felt certain, have so prepared it. 
Looking again at the crew list I made 
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another discovery, that all the names of the 
crew were written in one handwriting, from 
the mate to the boys. Now 1 well knew 
that some of the crew, and especially the 
mates, would be able to write, and of the 
naate's ability to use a pen I speedily satis- 
fied myself by making him produce his log- 
book, wherein his name, &c* was written; 
or, if unable to write,, the usual X, his 
mark, would have been affixed to each 
name. I had now no doubt about the 
papers, believing them to be false. I then 
requested the Master to take his papers and 
go on board the Alabama, which, however, he 
positively refused to do, unless forcibly com- 
pelled ; stating that " this was an affair that 
flag (pointing to the English colours flying 
at his peak) wouldn't stand." He still per- 
sisting in his refusal to go on board our 
ship, I took possession of his vessel, pending 
Captain Semmes' decision. 

Finding that the Mountain wouldn't come 
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to Mahomet, Mahomet went to the Moun- 
tain ; for, after calling a man out of my boat 
and stationing him at the wheel , I dispatched 
the boat back to the Alabama with a report 
of the irregularity of the papers, and a re- 
quest for further instructions. To my sur- 
prise, Captain Semmes came himself and 
stopped at the gangway, and told the Cap- 
tain he* had come to examine the ship's 
papers. Captain Pike signifying his assent, 
we went into the cabin, and the papers be- 
ing produced, I pointed out some of the dis- 
crepancies and acts previously mentioned. 

Captain Semmes then sharply interrogated 
Pike, insisting upon additional documents 
to prove the legality of the transfer. None 
being forthcoming. Captain Semmes put 
some questions, as only a lawyer can 
(Captain Semmes not only having studied, 
but practised law), the answers to which 
only convincing Captain Semmes that what 
he had suspected was true — ^viz., that the 



AND THE SUMTER* 247 

ship was saiUng under false colours, and 
was to all intents and purposes an American 
vessel. 

Captain Pike of course protested, to 
which Captain Semmes repUed by ordering 
the destruction of the vessel. Captain 
Semmes returning to the Alabama, I or- 
dered the English flag to be hauled down, 
and directed the Mates and crew to pack 
their luggage, and hold themselves in 
readiness to go on board our ship. The 
First Lieutenant coming off, our boats got 
off a few stores, and the prisoners were 
transferred to the Alabama. 

By 5.20 had applied the torch, and re- 
gained our ship 5.30. The steamer Kwang- 
Tung was observed near our burning prize. 
We then shaped our course for Malacca, in- 
tending to land our prisoners there 

About 7.30 the same evening, Mr. 
Smith) captain's clerk, and self had the 
boatswain and a seaman down in the 
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Steerage; and, putting them on oath, ob-- 
tained the following additional particu- 
lars — ^viz. : that they shipped on board the 
Martaban at Hong Kong and Singapore re- 
spectively ; that she was then an American 
vessel, and called the Texan Star, of Gal- 
veston or Boston (she having had two Ame- 
rican registers) ; that she left Maulmain as 
the Texan Star, and on leaving there hoisted 
American colours ; that the name Martaban, 
of Maulmain, was painted by the captain's 
nephew two dajrs after leaving that port; 
that the English flag was hoisted for the 
first time when the Alabama hove in sight 
this day; and that no articles were signed 
by them at Maulmain ; nor, indeed, was any 
agreement made by the crew to serve in a 
British vessel, all hands, in fact, believing 
her to be American. The Mate having also 
made a few admissions, they and the pre- 
ceding depositions were shown to Captain 
Semmes, who, after sending for Captain 
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Pike, put the following questions to him — 
viz.: 

What is your name? — Samuel B, Pike. 

Where were you born? — ^At Newbury 
Port, Massachusetts. 

Are you a naturalized citizen of any foreign 
government?— I am not. 

How long have you been in command of 
the Martaban, formerly the Texan Star? 
— Two years and a half. 

In what part of the United States was 
the Texan Star registered? — She was built 
and registered at Boston. 

Has she but one register in America? — 
There was a change of owners, and she has 
had two American registers. 

Who were the owners under the last 
American register? — John Alkerpa, Samuel 
Stevens, George L. Rogers, and myself. 

What proportion of the ship did you 
own ? — One-sixth . 

When did you sail from the last port in 
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the United States? — A year ago last 
July. 

It is stated in the present British register 
that Mr. Mark Currie is the owner?— That 
is as I understand it. 

Do you state upon your oath that the sale 
was a bond fide sale ? — I do not state that. 

Do you not know that it was intended 
ngierely as a cover to prevent capture? — 
Yes, I do know it. 

This closed the matter; nothing more 
w« nece^a^. Here ™, .an>i»ion enough 
to destroy any legal doubt that might have 
arisen from the destruction of a vessel under 
the English flag. What added to our tri- 
umph was the copy of a letter from Captain 
Pike to his owners, in which he stated that 
^^he had taken such precautions as would 
deceive Semmes and all the Confederates.'" 
Had the Texan • Star escaped, how Yankee 
cuteness would have been extolled ! Why, 
lb the Bostotiians have presented a gold 
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chronometer to the master of the barque 
Urania for such a daring deed as hoisting 
the American flag over his American vessel 
in a neutral port (Cape Town), whilst the 
Alabama was lying there, I say, had the Texan 
Star escaped from the Alabama, nothing 
short of the Presidency, or a statue in marble, 
or the deed graved in letters of gold, or some 
other equally ridiculous token of admiration, 
would have awaited the gallant master, and 
the fame of his clever trick would have been 
handed down to Yankee posterity. 

Captain Semmes thus resumes his diary 
on the 25th December : — ^At daylight sent 
the prisoners of the Texan Star on shore, 
with a note to the Commander. Malacca 
is a pretty little village, or at least the sea- 
point, viewed from our anchorage, with a 
picturesque hill in the rear, on which is 
situated the fort and lighthouse. The flag- 
staff was decorated vnih. flags and sig- 
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nals in honour of Christmas Day. A 
couple of boats with some English officers 
and citizens ran off, and visited us for a 
few minutes. Got under way at 9.30, under 
steam; at night anchored near Parceelar 
Hill in 25 fathoms water. 

Saturday J December 26th. — At 6 a.m. got 
under way, and stood out for the lightship, 
and soon made a couple of American-looking 
ships ahead, at anchor; steamed up to the 
first, which refused to show colours. Sent 
a. boat on board, when she proved to be the 
American ship Sonora, from Singapore. 

Captured her, and steamed to the second, 
which in like manner refused to show 
colours. Upon sending a boat on board, 
sh^ proved to be the American ship High- 
lander, also from Singapore. Captured 
her. Both of these ships were very large, 
being over a thousand tons each. They 
were both in ballast, bound to Aycaab for 
rice. At 10 a.m., having sent off the crews 
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of the two prizes in their own boats, at 
their own election, fired the ships, and 
steamed out. Passed the lightship at about 
11 A*M., and discharged the pilot. 

From the 26th December to the 13th of 
January the Alabama steadily pursued her 
course, meeting with little- adventure. Only 
four sail were seen in the period, and these 
all proved to be neutrals. On the last day 
of the year 1863 the North Indian Ocean 
was entered, and the ship's head once more 
laid in the direction of the Cape. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The Emma Jane — Qailon — An alarm — Landing 
prisoners— Johanna and Mohilla — ^Friendlj authori- 
ties — Slavery — A trading monarch — Distance lender 
enchantment to the *view — Consins-germain of the 
Sultan — Prince's gai'dens — Mahommedau sympathy 
— Off again 

On the 14th January, as the Alabama was 
lazily drifting in a nprth-easterly direction, 
near the Malabar coast^ a ship was dis-* 
covered running down towards her. The 
useful decoy — ^the United States flag — ^was 
at once hoisted, and the same odours were 
run up by the stranger. A gun brought 
the Yankee vessel to, and the Alabama 
forthwith took possession of the Emma Jane 
of Bath, Maine, bound from Bombay to 
Amherst in ballast, and at 8.30 p.m. the 
prize was set fire to. 

About this period the cruiser experienced 
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a series of calms, and she drifted with the 
current rather than sailed. On the 16th of 
January the Ghaut Mountains were made, 
and Captain Semmes makes the following 
entry in his journal. 

Saturday^ January l&tlu — At meridian 
made the town of Quilon, and bore up east 
i south for the town of Angenga, which we 
made about 2 p.m. At 4.30 came-to in the 
road abreast of the fort, and despatched a 
Lieutenant on shore to see about landing 
my prisoners. In the evening the residing 
magistrate's son came on board, and I ar* 
ranged the matter with him. There being 
no external trade or shipping at Angenga, 
the prisoners could not well get away by 
sea; but my visitor stated that there was 
lagoon navigation , inland all the way to 
Cochin^ some seventy-five miles to the 
northward, and that at Cochin there were 
always- means of reaching Bombay and other 
ports. Native boats were passing every 
day between Angenga and Cochin, and if I 
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would send the necessary, provisions on 
fihore for the prisoners, his father would see 
them transported to Cochin. I sent ft 
Lieutenant on shore after night with the 
son, to arrange the matter with the father ; 
and as the boat was delayed much beyond 
her time, and we heard some firing as of 
revolvers and muskets, and as there was 
also some surf running, I became uneasy, 
and despatched the First Lieutenant in 
another boat to look into the matter. The 
chief magistrate had only been at public 
worship— the cause of the detention of the 
boat. Both boats returned about 11.30 f.m. 
Sunday^ January 17th. — ^At daylight I 
sent all the prisoners on shore, whqre they 
were landed apparently in the presence of 
half the village — the native boats taking 
them through the surf — and at 9.30 got 
under way. The tOAvn of Angeng«^ was 
formerly of some importance as a shipping 
port for the produce of the country— cocoa- 
nut oil, pepper, &c. But all its trade has 
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passed to its more prosperous rival — Cochin. 
It is about fifty miles from Travancore, the 
residence of the Rajah. There is water 
communication all the way, and the journey 
is generally made (in canoes) in the night 
to avoid the heat of the sun. The natives 
are nearly as black as the Africans, but with 
straight hair and European features. A 
large number of them visited the ship this, 
morning. They were fine specimens of 
physical development, and wore scarcely any 
other covering than a cloth about the loins. 
They were sprightly and chatty, and in their 
quaint canoes made quite a picture. 

On the 17th January the Alabama left 
Angenga, arriving without further adven- 
ture on the 21st at the island of Minicoy, 
and after three weeks more of fine weather, 
found herself off the island of Comoro. 

Tuesday^ February 9th. — At 3.30 a.m. 
passed in sight of the N.E. end of Comoro. 

VOL. II. s 
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Soon after daylight made the Islands of 
Johanna and Mohilla. At 1.30 p.m. came 
to anchor about three-quarters of a mile 
from the shore. Despatohed the Paymaster 
to the town to arrange for fresh provisions. 
In the afternoon visited by several canoes, 
with a couple of poles lashed across the 
gunwales, attached to a float in each, to 
^maintain their stability. Stalwart naked 
negroes were for the most part their occu- 
pants. Many of them spoke a little English. 
Among others, a dignitary of the Chuwdi 
came on board with the compliments of 
the chief priest (Mahommedan). We made 
arrangements with him for the supply of 
the ship. One of his companions asked 
me to which of the belligerent parties I be- 
longed to, the North or the South. I replied, 
to the South. " Then," said he, " you belong 
to the side which upholds slavery/' " Yes," 
said I, " we belong to the country where the 
black man is better taken care of than in any 
other part of the world." The churchman 



ANB THE StfMTEB. 259 

fleeing me put on the defensive, as it were, 
came to my aid, and said : ^^ Oh, we are slave- 
holders here ; being Mahommedans, we have 
no prejudices that way, our only trouble is, 
we cannot get slaves enough. The EngUsh, 
who have no control over us, we being an 
independent government, are strong enough 
to interfere in everybody's business, and to 
say to us, that we bring over from the main 
no more slaves. The slaves themselves 
would gladly come to us, as they are much 
better off than under their native chiefs, 
who are continually making war upon and 
enslaving one another.'^ 

My informant was himself a fall-blooded 
African negro, as black as the ace of spades, 
but with an immacukte white turban on 
his head, and the flowing robe and loose 
jacket of the Mahommedan. 

Wednesday^ February 10*A. — Visited by 
l^e King's Dragoman this morning, who 
€»me to pay the respects of the authorities, 
to say he was glad to see us in Johanna. 

s2 
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In the course of conversation, he waa 
pleased to say that our ship was well known 
to him, and that the news of our having 
appeared off the Cape some months ago 
had driven off all the Yankee whalers, 
several of which had been accustomed to 
resort hither. King Abdallah, he said, 
resided on the east side of the island. The 
king himself would come to see us, but was 
very busy- just now putting up a sugar- 
mill, which he had just received from 
the Mauritiu3. 

The island is a beautiful, picturesque 
spot. There is quite a mountain in the 
interior, and the higher parts of Johanna 
are densely wooded. The mountain-sides 
being in some places so steep that the tops 
of some trees touch the trunks and roots of 
others. 

The inhabitants are a mixture of Arabs 
and negroes. They are intelligent and 
sprightly, and had not only heard of the 
American war, but said it bore heavily, on 
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them, as they were now compelled to pay a 
much higher price for their goods, which 
are mostly cotton. We have driven away, 
they say, all their Yankee trade. The 
Sultan is a young inan of twenty- eight, 
with a moderate harem of only five wives. 

Thursday^ Februai^y Wth. — Visited the 
town to get sights for my chronometers — 
which puts the town at 44.26.30 N., just 
30'' less than Captain Owen's determi- 
nation. The town, as viewed from the an- 
chorage, is a picturesque object, with its tall 
minaret, its two forts, one perched on a hill 
commanding the town, and the other on the 
sea-beach, and its stone houses; but the 
illusion is rudely dispelled on landing. You 
land on a beach of rocks and shingle, through 
a considerable surf even in the calmest 
weather. The beach was strewn with the 
washed clothes of the ship, and a set of 
vagabonds of all colour, save only that of 
the Caucasian, were hanging about looking 
curiously on. The town is dilapidated and 



\ 



S62 CRUISE OF THE ALABAMA 

squalid to the last degree — the houses of 
rough stones, cemented and thatched ; the 
streets five feet wide, and rendered, as it 
would seem, purposely crooked. 

It was the second day of the fast of 
Bamadan, and groups of idlers were con- 
gregated in the narrow porticoes reading 
the Koran. The language, which is peculiar 
to the island, is very soft and pleasing to the 
ear. We visited one of the principal houses. 
The walls were filled with a number of small 
niches, receptacles for everything imagin* 
able — coffee-cups, ornaments, &c. A number 
of couches were ranged round the room. 

A crowd of half-clad, dirty children 
gathered round us, but no female made her 
appearance. We took our sights among 
the gaping multitude, all of whom were 
very civU and poUte, and returned on board 
about 5 P.M., having seen all the outside life 
that was to be seen at Auzuan. The inside 
life was, of course, out of our reach. 

Upon coming on deck this" morning I 
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was struck with the soft picturesque beauty 
of the hills, as shone upon by the morning 
sun lighting up their tops and sides, and 
throwing the valleys and ravines into shade. 
At night I am lulled by the roar of the sea 
upon the beach. It is delightful to sniff the 
fragrance of the land as itcomes off to us upon 
the dew-laden wings of the softest of breezes. 
My fellows on shore looked rueful and woe- 
begone — ^nature had no charms for them— 
there was no liquor to be had ! If I were 
to remain here long, I should send them on 
shore as a punishment. 

Friday^ February \2th. — This is the Ma- 
hommedan Sabbath, but they do not keep 
it so grimly as the Puritans. We had a 
number of visitors on board, and among 
others, several princes, cousins-german of 
the Sultan, one of them being the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the army. He gave me 
an account of the affair of the Dale. Some 
years ago two Yankee whalers came in. 
One of them obtained provisions to the 



'^^ 
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amount of two. hundred and fifty dollars^ 
telling tho people he was too poor to pay for 
them in money, but that he would give them 
a bill on the Consul at Zanzibar. .To this 
they assented ; the skipper then ran off 
with his ship in the night, without giving 
the bill. They seized the other Captain and 
took him on shore, to keep him as a hostage 
while his ship should go in pursuit of the run- 
away and get the promised bill. But they 
thought better of it in a few hours, and re- 
leased him. The Dale came the next season 
and demanded twenty-five thousand dollars, 
threatening to burn the town if the money 
were not paid. They could not pay them, 
there being probably not so much money ia 
the island. The Yankees then set fire to one 
end of the town, cannonaded the fort, doing 
some damage, and withdrew. This is about 
the usual origin of Yankee shipmasters' com- 
plaints to their government. I made a 
present of a captured Yankee clock to each 
of the princes, and gave them a package of 
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writing-paper. They seemed anxious to get 
some finery for their wives, but I told them we 
were not in that line, like Yankee whalers. 
Saturday^ February 13?A. — Visited the 
town again to-day. Called at the houses 
of a couple of the princes, in which I found 
everything dirty, with an attempt at taw- 
dry finery. A black houri was set to fan 
me. We were served with rose syrup. 
Walked to the prince's garden — ^a beautifiil 
wilderness of cocoa and betel nuts, sweet 
orange and mango, with heterogeneous 
patches of rice, sweet potatoes and beans, 
and here and there a cotton plant. Two 
or three slave-huts were dotted about, and 
walls of loose stones ran along crooked 
lanes and bye- ways. As we came ofl^, some 
of the inhabitants were at evening prayer, 
and others preparing to take their evening 
meal. People met us everywhere with 
kindly greetings, and the Cadi, a venerable- 
looking old man, wished me a safe return 
to my own country. 
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Sunday^ February lAih. — Visited in force 
again to-day by the princes, and other chief 
men. In the afternoon the high-priest 
visited me. He was a fine-looking man — 
Arab by descent — with a well-developed 
forehead, and easy, gentlemanly bearing. 
He wore a sword, and was evidently looked 
upon with great respect by his attendants. 
He expressed much sympathy with our 
cause, and said he would pray to Allah for 
our success. The Yankee whalers, he said, in- 
variably stole some of their slaves. Said they 
could not do very well without the whalers, 
as they were the only traders to the island, 
and brought them many useful things. 

Monday^ February \^ih. — Received on 
board some bullocks and fruit; paid our 
bills, and were taken leave of affectionately 
by the simple people. At meridian moved 
out of the anchorage under steam, amid 
the cheers, given in real English fashion, by 
the many boatmen that surrounded us. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

■ 

t 

''Man overboard r'— Blowing hard — ^Three Years- 
Wearing out — ^The.Oape again — Seizure of the Tus- 
caloosa— Towards Europe — ^War news — ^What the 
Alabama effected — Case of the Rockingham — ^The 
last capture — ^The Tycoon — Nineteen overhauled-— 
In the Channel— At Cherbourg. 

From the middle to the 28th February 
there was but little excitement on board 
the Alabama. On that day the usual 
routine of life on a man-of-war was broken 
by the cry of "Man overboard." The 
vessel was at once hove to, but before a 
boat could be lowered a gallant fellow, 
Michael Mars, leapt overboard, and swim- 
ming to the rescue of his shipmate, for- 
tunately succeeded in saving the man's 
life. 
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On the 3pd March they saw the first 
Cape Pigeon and Albatross, and on the 4th 
Captain Semmes writes as follows: — 

The gale still continues, though mode- 
rating very fast; sea not so turbulent, 
though the surf is thundering into it now 
and then, and keeping the decks flooded. 
Tis three years to-day since I parted with my 
family in Washington, on the day in which 
Washington's great republic was humiliated 
by the inauguration as President of a 
vulgar democratic politician, in whom even 
the great events in which, by a singular 
destiny, he has been called to take a part, 
have not been able to sink the mounte- 
bank. These three years of . anxiety, 
vigilance, exposure, and excitement^ have 
n^ade me an old man^ and sapped my health, 
rendering repose necessary, if I would pro- 
long my life. My ship is wearing out, too, 
as well as her commander, and will need a 
general overhauling by the time I can get 
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her into dock. If pay poor services be 
deemed of any importance in liarassing and 
weakening the enemy, and thus contribut-' 
ing to the independence of my beloved 
South, I shall be amply rewarded. 

The Alabama still kept on through gales, 
with creaking cordage and jerking tiller 
ropes, until on the' 11th of March the Cape 
was sighted, off which they were knocked 
about until the 20th instant; lying in the 
track 1o{ vessels bounding before the gale 
at the rate of ten or twelve knots an hour, 
and only able to see them when within a 
mile of the ship. > 

Arrived in Table Bay, Captain Semmes 
received intelligence of the seizure of the 
Tuscaloosa, upon which he at once wrote a 
despatch to Admiral Walker.* ' 

The Cape was left on the 25 th of March, 

* For papers relating to the seizure of this vessel, 
see Appendix. 
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the vessers head being laid towards Europe, 
and on the 29th the following entry is 
found in the journal: — 

I have at length had a little leisure to 
read the late papers received at the Cape. 
The Yankee Government and people, and 
with them a great portion of the English 
press and people, seem to have jumped 
suddenly to the conclusion that we are 
beaten, and that the war must soon end by 
our submission! Mr. Lincoln has even 
gone so &r as to prescribe the terms on 
which our States may re-enter the rotten 
" concern" — ^lo wit, by a reorganization of 
the States govemijient by one-tenth of the 
people. Verily, the delusion of these men 
in the matter of this war is unaccountable. 
No power on earth can subjugate the 
Southern States, although some of them 
have been guUty of die pusillaiiimxty of 
making war with the Yankees against their 
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sisters. History will brand them as traitors 
and cowards. As for the tone of the 
English press, I am not surprised at it. 
England is too rich to be generou3. Our 
war for her is a sort of prize-fight, and she 
is looking on in about the same spirit with 
which her " people lately viewed the prize 
fight between King and Heenan. Hurrah 
one; well done the other." 

From March 29th to April 22nd there 
were no events calling for special attention, 
save that on the 16th the intelligence was 
learned from the master of a French ship 
that there were no American vessels at the 
Chincha Islands, though in July, 1863, 
there were between seventy and eighty 
American sail there. This speaks volumes 
of the terror the Alabama had excited. 

The night of the 22nd of April was em- 
ployed in giving chase to a strange sail, 
which was overhauled at daybreak on the 
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foUowing morning; and the United States 
flag having been responded to by a display 
of the same colours, the Alabama boarde^^ 
and took possession of the guano-laden ship, 
Rockingham, which was employed as a 
target, and then set fire to. The cargo 
being claimed as the property of neutrals; 
Captain Semmes examined the ships' papers 
and entered the following in his journal':— 

CASE OF THE ROCKINGHAM. 

" Ship under United States colours and 
register. Is from Callao, bound- to Cork 
for orders, and loaded with guano. This 
guano purports to be shipped by the Guano 
Consignment Company to Great Britain. 
One Joseph A. Danino, who signs for 
Danino and Moscosa, certifies that the 
guano belongs to the Peruvian Govern- 
ment; and Her Britannic Majesty's Acting 
Consul at Lima certifies that the said 
Joseph A. Danino appeared befcare him 
and 'voluntarily declared' 'that the fore- 
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going signature is of his own handwritings 
and also that the cargo above-taentioned is 
truly and verily the property of the Peril- 
vian Government.' 

"As this is the only certificate of the 
neutrality of the cargo among the papers, 
and as nobody sweats to anything in this 
certificate, there is no testimony at all. 
The ship being * enemy's property, and the 
cargo being presumed to be enemy's pro- 
perty also, from being found on board the 
ship, it was incumbent on the neutral 
parties, if there are any such in the case, to 
have documented their property by sworn 
certificates; and this rule of law is sO well- 
l^nown, that the absence of an oath would 
seem to be conclusive as to the fraudulent 
attempt to cover. Ship and cargo coii- 
'demned." 

This capture was followed by that of the 

Tycoon, on the 27th of the same month; 

* 

VOL. 11. T 
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wa as no claim of neutrality of cargo wiks 
made, the ship was burned. This, as it 
afterwards turned out, was the last of the 
Alabama's pris^es. Nineteen other yessels 
were overhauled before she reached Gher^ 
bourg, but not one of them sailed under the 
Stars and Stripes.. When it is remembered 
that no less than sixty^five American ships 
had been taken by the gallant cruiser, it is 
not mueh to be wondered at that the 
Yankee flag was a rara urns on the high 
seas. 

From the 25th of May to the 10th of June 
the Alabama was making her way north^ 
and on the last-nam^ date she wa» abreast 
of the Lizard,, and was boarded by a 
Channel pilot.. "I felt,"" writes Captain 
SemineSj "great relief to have him on 
board, as I was quite knocked up with 
eold and fever, and was too ill-qualifie(i 
physically for exposure to the weather and 
watching through the night. And thus. 
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thanks to an all-wise Providence, we have 
brought the cruise of the Alabama to a suc- 
cessful termination." 

Little could Captain Semmes have ima- 
gined, when he penned these lines, that the 
cruising days of his vessel were so soon to 
end. The vessel entered Cherbourg on the 
morning of the 11th. Two days after news 
was received that the Kearsage would 
shortly arrive there^ intelligence which 
was confirmed next day by the appearance 
of that vessel. 



t2 
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CHATER XVI. 

The Kearsage — Preparations — The iron-clad''^tate 
of the Alabama — Out of the harhour — The 

> Deerhoond— The Captain's address — Armaments of 

, the. combatants — Plan of action — The .engagexnevit 
*-£apid fire-^Badlj wounded — Sinking — The eiid 
of the Alabama — In the water — Gallant conduct— 

^ Surgeon Llewellyn — The Deerhound to the rescue 
—The enemy's boats — Not a wrack — The informing 
spirit 

It was written that the Alabama was 
never to behold the ports of her country ! 

The latest entries in the diary of Captain 
Senunes are of an interest too great to per- 
mit us to exclude them, prior to the nar- 
ration of the memorable duel which closes 
the history of a vessel whose renown, short 
as her career has been, may challenge that 
of any ship that has spread a sail upon the 
waters, and casts a lustre even upon 
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the heroic history of the Confederate 
States. 

On Tuesday, June 14th, Captain Semmes 
writes : — 

" Great excitement on board, the Eear- 
sage having made her appearance off the. 
eastern entrance of the breakwater, at 
about 11 A.M. Sent an order on shore im- 
mediately for coal (one hundred tons), and 
sent down the yards on the mizen-mast, 
and the topgallant yards, and otherwise pre- 
paring the ship for action. 

" Wednesday^ June \hth. — The Admiral 
sent off his aide to say that he considered my 
application for repairs withdrawn upon my 
making application for coal, to which I as- 
sented. We commenced coaling this after- 
noon. The Kearsage is still in the offing ; 
she has not been permitted to receive on 
board the prisoners landed by me, to which 
I had objected in a letter to the Admiral. • 
Muiled a note yesterday afternoon for Flag- 
officer Barrow, informing him of my inten- 
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tion to go out to engage the enemy as soon 
as I could make my preparations, and sent 
a written notice to the U.S. consul, through 
Mr. Bonfils, to the same effect. My crew 
seems to be in Ae right spirit, a quiet spirit 
of determination pervading both officers 
and men. The combat will no doubt be 
contested and obstinate ; but the two ships 
are so equally matched, I do not feel at 
Bberty to deXe it G^i defend fl>e right, 
and have mercy upon the souls of those who 
fall, as many of us must !" 

It has been denied that the cfeptain of the 
Kearsage sent a challenge to the Alabama. 
Captain Semmes, indeed, says nothing of it 
himself. What the Eearsage did— and with 
a particular object, there cannot be a doublr— 
was, as recorded, to enter the breakwater at 
the east end, and ^^at about 11 a.m., on Tues- 
day, she passed through the west end without 
anchoring,''^ These are the words of a French 
naval captain, who speaks of what he saw. 
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Few will deny that among brave men this 
would be considered something equivalent 
to a challenge. It was more than a chal- 
lenge — ^it was a defiance. The officer we 
have quoted adds, that ^ anyone could then 
see her outside protection." It is easy to 
see everything after the event The Kear- 
sage looked bulky in her middle section to 
an inspecting eye ; but she was very low in 
the water, and that she was armed to resist 
shot and shell it was impossible to discern. 
It is distinctly averred by the officers of 
the Alabama that from their vessel the 
armour of the Kearsage could not be distin- 
guished. There were many reports abroad 
that she was protected on her sides in some 
peculiar way ; but all were various and in- 
distinct, and to a practical judgment un- 
trustworthy. Moreover, a year previous to 
this meeting, the Kearsage had laid at 
anchor close under the critical eye of Cap- 
tain Semmes. He had on that occasion seen 
that his enemy was not artificially defended* 
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He believes now that the reports of her^ 
plating and armour were so much harbour- 
gossip, of which during his cruises he had 
experienced enough. 

Now the Kearsage was an old enemy, 
constantly in pursuit, and her appearance 
produced, as Captain Semmes has writ- 
ten, great excitement on board the Ala- 
bama. And let us here call attention to 
what the officers and men of the illus- 
trious Confederate ship had been en- , 
during for the space of two years. 
During all this time they had been home- . 
less, and without a prospect of reaching 
home. They had been constantly crowded 
with prisoners, who devoured their pro- 
vender—of which they never had any but 
a precarious supply. Their stay in any 
neutral harbour was necessarily short as the 
perching of a hawk on a bough. Like the 
hawk's in upper air, the Alabama's safety as 
weU as her business was on the high seas. 
Miserably fed, hunted, eluding, preying^ 
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destroying — ^is this a life that brave men 
would willingly have to be continuous? 
They were fortified by the assurance of a 
mighty service done to their country. They 
knew that they inflicted tremendous damage 
upon their giant foe. They were, perhaps, 
supported by the sense that their captain's 
unrivalled audacity had done more harm to 
the United States than the operations of many 
thousandmen. But their days were wretched ; 
their task was sickening; it demands an 
imagination that can fix its eye upon stern, 
barren duty as a planet never darkened, 
always visible, for such a life as this to be 
carried on uncomplainingly and without a 
passionate longing for the bare exercise of 
hard blows. In addition, they read of the 
reproaches heaped upon them by comfortable 
shore-men. They were called pirates, and 
other gloomy titles. The execrations of 
certain of the French and English, and of 
all the United States press, sounded in their 
ears across the ocean ; but from their own 
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country they heard little. The South was a 
sealed land in comparison with the rest of 
the worid. Opinion spoke loudest in Eu- 
rope, and though they knew that they were 
faithfully, gallantly, and marvellously 
serving their country in her sore need, the 
absence of any immediate comfort, either 
physical or moral, helped to make them 
keenly sensitive to virulent criticism, even 
to that of avowed and clamorous enemies. 
It was this state of mind through the 

whole crew which caused the excitement on 

< 

board the Alabama when the Kearsage 
steamed in and out of the breakwater. Now, 
and at last, our day of action has come I 
was the thought of every man on board. 
The chivalrous give and take of battle was 
glorious to men who had alternately hunted 
and fled for so dreary a term. They trusted 
for victory; but defeat itself was to be a 
vindication of their whole career, and they 
welcomed the chances gladly. 

The application for coal in a neutral port 
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was in itself a renunciation of any further 
hospitality from the harbour, as Captain 
Semmes was aware. The Port-admiral con- 
tented himself with pointing it out to him. 
A duel is not an unpopular thing in France. 
The prospective combat of two apparently 
equally-matched ships of war would have 
been sufficient to have melted any 
scruples entertained by Frenchmen in au- 
thority ; they were only too happy to assist 
towards an engagement between Federals 
and Confederates, the latter being as popular 
in France as in England, to say nothing 
for the sympathy excited for the Alabama. 
French officers agreed with Captain Semmes 
in thinking that there was marked offence 
and defiance in the manoeuvres of the Eear- 
sage, and that he could hardly do less than 
go out and meet her. We have done our 
best to show that the Captain, whether in 
his heart he felt the mere chances to be equal 
or not, was anxious to persuade himself that 
they were so. He knew his opponent to be 
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the heavier in ship, battery, and crew, but 
" I did not know that she was also iron- 
clad," he says. Personally he desired the 
battle; the instigations of an enthusiastic 
crew, unanimous for action, as also of 
friendly foreign officers, are to be taken 
into account. Those who venture, now 
that we are enabled to measure by re- 
sults, to cast blame upon him, should 
first, in justice, throw themselves into his 
position. President Davis may deplore 
the loss of a vessel that did a mighty 
service, but we doubt not that he will 
endorse the honourable words of Mr. 
Mason in his justification of Captain 
Semmes, and rejoice that the man who 
was the ship, is saved for further service 
to the Confederacy. 

On Sunday, in the morning, bemg the 
19th June, the Alabama steamed out of 
Cherbourg harbour by the opening to the 
west, and steered straight to meet the Kear- 
sage, accompanied by the French iron-clad 
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La Couronne. The late foul weather had 
given way to a gentle breeze, and the sub- 
siding swell of the Atlantic wave under a 
clear sky made the day eminently favour- 
able for the work in hand. All Cherbourg 
was on the heights above the town and along 
the bastions and the mole. Never did knightly 
tournament boast a more .eager multitude 
^of spectators. It chanced fortunately that 
an English steam-yacht, the Deerhound, 
with its owner, Mr. John Lancaster, and his 
family, on board, was in harbour at the 
time. The Deerhoimd followed the Ala- 
bama at a respectful distance, and was the 
closest witness of the fight. Some French 
pilot-boats hung as near as they considered 
prudent. At the limit of neutral waters 
the Alabama parted company with her es- 
cort, and the Couronne returned to within 
a league of the shore. 

Left to- herself at last, the Alabama made 
her final preparations for the coming 
struggle* Mustering all his ship's com* 
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pany upon the deck, Captain Semmes ad- 
dressed them as follows : — 

^^ Officers and Seamen of the Alabama, 

" You have, at length, another oppor- 
tunity of meeting the enemy — ^the first that 
has been presented to you since you sank 
the Hatteras ! In the meantime, you have 
been all over the world, and it is not too 
much to say that you have destroyed, and 
driven for protection under neutral flags, 
one-half of the enemy's commerce, which, 
at the beginning of the war, covered every 
sea. This is an achievement of which you 
may well be proud ; and a grateful country 
will not be unmindful of it. The name 
of your ship has become a household word 
wherever civilization extends. Shall that 
niG^ine be tarnished by defeat? The thing is 
impossible I Remember that you are in the 
English Channel, the theatre of so much of 
the naval glory of our race, and that the 
eyes of aU Europe are at this moment upon 



AND THE SUMTKR. 287 

you. The flag which floats over you is that 
of a young republic, which bids defiance to 

« 

her enemy's, whenever and wherever found. 
Show the world that you know how to up- 
hold it. Go to your quarters.**f 

It took three-quarters of an hour for the 
Alabama to come mthin range of the Kear- 
sage. At a distance of one mile, the Alabama 
opened fire with solid shot. The Kearsage 
took time to reply. After ten minutes the 
firing was sharp on both sides. 

According to the statement of the Cap- 
tain of the Kearsage, her battery consisted 
of seven guns — ^to wit, two 11-inch Dahl- 
grens— very powerful pieces of ordnance; 
four 32-pounders, one light rifle 28-pounder. 

* The above is a correct report of Captain Semmes* 
address on this occasion. Various statements have 
appeared as to the way in which it was received. 
Gaptain Senunes states, ** The only replies that were 
made were shouts from the seamen of ' Never 1 never T 
when I spoke of the name of theur ship being tarnished 
hf defeat." 
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She went into action with a creW of 162 
officers and men. 

The armament of the Alabama consisted 
of one 7-inch Blakeley rifled gun, one 8-inch 
smooth-bore pivot-gun, six 82-pounders, 
smooth-bore, in broadside. The Alabamans 
crew numbered not more than 120. On 
this head Captain Winslow speaks erro- 
neously. He sets down the Alabama's crew 
at 150 officers and men. The Alabama 
had a formidable piece in the Blakeley rifled 
gun, but she was destitute of steel shot. 
. It will thus be seen that there was in- 
equality between the antagonists. Captain 
Winslow speaks of the Alabama havitig 
"one gun more" than the Kearsage. His two 
great Dahlgrens gave the balance altogether 
in his favour. But in an estimate of the 
rival capabilities of the two vessels, the de- 
teriorated speed of the Alabama should be 
"considered as her principal weakness. Cher- 
bourg had done little to repair the copper 
of her . bottom, which spread out in broad 
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fans and seriously impeded her cutting of 
the water: and it had been found impos- 
:«ible to do more than patch up the boilers 
for the day's business. ThiBy were not in a 
state to inspire the engineers with confi- 
•dence. The Kearsage, on the other hand, 
was in first-rate oondition and well in hand. 
5he speedily showed that she could over* 
haul the Alabama. In fact, the Alabama 
^entered the lists when she should have been 
lying in dock. She fought with an ex- 
hausted frame. She had the heroism to 
'decide upon the conflict, without thie 
•strength to choose the form of it After 
some Uttle manoeuvring this became pain- 
fully evident to Captain Semmes. The 
Kearsage selected her distance at a raage of 
five hundred yards, and being well pro- 
tected she deliberately took time and fired 
with sure eflect 

Captain Semmes had great confidence in 
the power of his Blakeley rifled gun, and we 

VOL. II. U • 
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believe it is a onifidence not shaken by its 
feiiure to win the day for him* He wished 
to get within easy range of his enemy^ that 
he might try this weapon effectively; but 
any attempt on hb part to eome to eloser 
quarters was constraed by the Kearsase as- 
. d«ign to brfng fte ^^t betteea 
the ships to a hand-to-hand eonflict between 
the men. Having the speedy she chose her 
distance^ and made all thought of boarding 
hopeless* 

It was part ^ the plan of Captain 
Semmea to boards if possible^ at some 
period of the day, supposing that he could 
not qulekly decide the battle with artiUiery. 
It was evidently Captain Winslow's deter- 
mination to avoid the old-fashioned form of 
a naval encounter, and to fight altogether 
in the new style} his superior steam pov^ 
gave him the option. When the Alabama 
took her death-wound she was helpless. 
We must interpret the re^ctful distance 
maintained by the Kearsage up to the very 
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last, and the persistent pljring of her guns 
i^hile the side of the sinking ship was visible, 
as a settled resolution on Captain Winslow's 
part to trust to guns alone, and throughout, 
so that a dangerous proximity might be 
shunned. That much homage was paid by 
him to the . hostile crew, and that his 
manoeuvre was creditably discreet, few will 
deny. 

The crew of the Alabama, seamen and 
officers, were in high spirits throughout 
the engagement, though very early the 
slaughter set in and the decks were covered 
with blood. Their fire was rapid and ad- 
mirablei. It has been said in the House of 
Lords by no less a person than the Duke of 
Somerset, that her firing was positively bad ; 
and that ^he hit the Kearsage only three 
times during the action. By Captain Wins- 
low's own admission the Kearsage was hit 
twenty-eight times by shot and shell — or 
once to every fifth discharge. No seaman 

u 2 
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.knowing anything of an actual engagement 
on the deep will object to the accuracy 
of such an aim. Had the Keamge shown 
the same blank sides as the Alabama, 
another tale might have been told. Cap* 
tain Semmes, however, perceived that 
his shell rebounded after striking her, 
and exploded harmlessly. This led him 
to rely upon solid shot. The Alabama 
not being thus or in any way shielded, was 
pierced with shell, and soon showed vast 
rents in her after-part. Her pivot-gun was 
a distinct mark for the enemy, and a single 
shell exploding near it killed and wounded 
half the number of men by whonci it was 
worked. Each ship fought her starboard 
broadside, and steamed in a circle to keep 
that side to the enemy. So, for an hour, 
this, to a distant spectator, monotonous 
manoeuvre continued, without perceptibly 
narrowing the range. Captain Semmes was 
standing on the quarter-deck when the 
chief engineer sent word to say that the 
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ship was endangered by leakage. The first 
lieutenant, Mr. Kell, was sent below to in- 
spect the damage. He returned with word 
that the ship was sinking. Captain Semmes 
at once ordered the ship to be put about and 
steered towards shore. But the water was 
rising in her: the fires were speedily. extin- 
guished. The Alabama's shot from slacken- 
ing had now ceased. It was evident to all 
on board that she was doomed. To have 
continued firing would have been to in- 
dulge a stupid rancour, and to act in such 
a manner is not in the nature of a seaman 
like Captain Semmes. On the contrary, 
his thoughts were directed towards saving 
the lives of his cre>v. He gave command for 
the Confederate flag to be hauled down. 

Many wild stories are being told of some- 
thing like a mutiny of the crew at this de- 
,secration of the Southern banner; of how 
-they implored the Captain to spare tliem 
the disgrace of it ; and of a certain quarter- 
master drawing his cutlass, daring any hand 
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on board to haul down the flag, and being 
dramatically threatened with, a loaded pistol 
by Mr. Kell, the First-Lieutenant, and so 
brought to his senses. The fact is, that the 
flag came down quietly and decorously. All 
on board perceived that there was no help 
for it, and that it would be a shocking 
breach of humanity to imperil the lives of 
the wounded men. 

The general detestation of the Yankee 
was yet more strongly instanced whpn the 
men were struggling for life in the water.' 
The head of every man was pointed away, 
as if instinctively, from the vessel that stood 
nearest to rescue him. One who was hailed 
from the Ecarsage with the offer of a rescue^ 
declined it civilly, and made his way for the 
neutral flag. The men swam as if they had 
still an enemy behind them, and not one 
that was ready to save. Tardy as were the 
boats of the Kearsage in descending to per* 
form this office, they found many of the 
poor fellows still painfrilly supporting them* 
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selves above the surface. Of these, both 
men and officers, when, after being hauled 
into the boats, they had dashed the blinding 
salt water from their eyes and discovered 
among whom they were, many spraDg over- 
board again, preferring any risk to the 
shelter of the Federals. Hatred to the flag 
of the old Union and love of their Captain 
appear to have been their chief active pas- 
sions. When taken on board the Deerhound, 
the question as to the safety of Captain 
Semmes was foremost in every mouth. 

Captain Semmes asserts that shots were 
fired at the Alabama after the signal of 
surrender. We will not attempt to sub- 
stantiate a charge like this: but French 
officers maintain it td be an undeniable 
&ct that, after the Confederate flag had 
been lowered, the Eearsage fired no less 
than five shots into her. We believe that 
Captain Winslow does not deny the charge ; 
but asserts that he was unaware of the act 
of surrender. In his letter to the Daily 
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News^ he declares the accusation that he 
had been guilty of this act to be "twaddle'^ 
(we quote his own phrase). 

The master's mate of the Alabama, Mr. 
Fullom, was despatched in the dingey to 
the Kearsage with a Request that assistance 
might immediately be given in rescuing 
the lives of the wounded men. It wb» 
promised, but the fulfilment of the promise, 
owing, as we trust it may be proved, to cir- 
cumstances incidental to the fight, waSy 
as we have said, tardy. Captain Winslow 
expressed himself in kindly terms with 
regard to his old shipmate in the days 
when the Union was not a mockery of 
its name; Captain Semmes having served 
with him in the same vessel many years 
back. During Mr. Fullom's absence the 
Alabama had gone down stem foremost. 
All the wounded had been stretched in 
the whale-boat for transmission to the 
Kearsage. The surgeon of the Alabama, 
an Englishman, Mr. David Herbert Llewel- 
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lyn, son of an incumbent of a Wiltshire 
parsonage, and godson of the late Lord 
Herbert of Lea, was offered a place in this 
boat. He refused it, saying that he would 
not peril the wounded men, and he sank with 
the Alabama. The rest of the crew, with 
their captain, were already in the waves. Mr. 
Lancaster meantime had steamed up to the 
Kearsage, requesting permission to assist in 
saving life, and he was soon among them, 
throwing lines from the yacht, and picking 
up many exhausted men in his boats. ^ The 
loss of men by drbwning was nineteen, in- 
cluding an officer (Mr. Llewelljm), car- 
penter, and the assistant-engineer. The 
loss in killed and wounded was twenty- 
eight, of whom seven were killed. Not 
a wrack of the Alabama was secured by 
the victors in this memorable sea-fight. 
The captain and his officers dropped 
their swords into the deep; the men 
drove their oars into the bottoms of the 
boats. One spirit— the spirit of the un- 
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conquerable Confederation of the Southern 
States — animated all. Not a man who was 
able to support himself in the water, ^wam 
towards the Kearsage. 

So sank the Alabama. It would have 
been glorious for her to have won, but it 
was not disgraceful that the day went 
.gatoBt her. She fought .g»to. odds .aeh 
as brave commanders are not in the habit of 
declining; she fought to the water's edge. 
An end like this, and the splendid antece- 
dents she points to, have made her name 
and that of her captain* household words. 
Her flag has been indeed a " meteor flag," 
and that it shall "yet terrific bum" we 
may reckon to be probable, when it is re- 
membered that the informing spirit, of 
which the good vessel was but the gross 
body, is alive, and prepared once more to 
offer himself to the land of his choice for 
service upon the seas. 
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No. L 

CAPTXIRES OF THE SUMTER. 

AbBT BSLADVOBb, 

Sent to i^ew Orleans. Recaptured by enemy. 

Of New York^ fr<yta New York to Puerto Caballa 

Ci^tiired 25th July, 1861, N.E. of Lagaayra, 

Yenezada. 

Albert Adams, 

Senit to Cienfiiegos. Released by CaptOMh-General 

of Cuba. 

Of Ma8saohi28ett& Captured 5th July, 1861, four 

leases off Oienfiiegos. 

Abcade, 
Bvjmed. 
Of Maine^ frmn Portland, Maine, to Qnadaloupe. 
Captured 26th November, 1861, inlat 20'' 27' N., 
long. 57^ 15' W. 

Ben Dunning, 
Sent to denfuegos. Behased by Oaptam-Gmeral 

Of Maine. Captured 5th July, 1861, four leagues off 

Cienfaegos. 
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CtTBA, 

Smt to detifuegaa. Retaken by eneiny. 
Of Maine, frem Trinidad . to English Ports. GapkuxKl 
4th July, 1861, in lat. 21* 29' N., long. 8^ 06' W. 

Daniel Trowbjbidoe, 
Burtied. 
Of Connecticut, from New. York io Demerara. Cap- 
tured 27th October, 1861, in lat. IT** 54' N.; long. 

56'' 30' W. 

Ebenezkb Dodge, 

Burned. 

Q/* Massachusetts, ^rom New Bedford lo South Pacific 

(whaling). Captured 8 th December, 1861, in lat. 

30^ 57' N., long. 5r 49' W. 

CrOLDEK KOCKBT, 

Burned. 
Q/* Bangor, Maine. Captured 3rd July, 1861, in 
lat 21** 29' N., long. 84* 06' W, VAluied at 

$35,000. 

Investigatob, 
BdetMed on ransom bond. 
Of Maine, from Spain to Newport, Wales. Cap- 
tured 18th January, 1862, in Straits of Gibraltar. 
Valued at $15,000. 

Joseph Maxwell, 
Sent to Cieif^fitegoe. BeUc^ed by Govemor-GeiK^er^ 

ofOvha. 
Q/* Pennsylvftnia. Captured 27th July, .1861^ «ev^n 

miles from Puerto Caballo. 
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Joseph Parkes, 
Burned, 
Of MosiachtiBettSj^oMi Pernambuco to Boston. Cap- 
tured 2dth September, 1861, in lat. e^" 20" N., 
long. iV 24' W. 

Louisa ExlhaHi 
Svn^ to Cienfuegoa. Released by Ca/j^inrOeneral 

ofCvha, 
Of Massacliasetts. Captured 6th July, 1861, five 
miles from Cienfuegos. 

Machias, 

Sent to Cienf%Aego8. Rekaeed by Captam-Genaml > 

ofCvba. 
Of Maine, from Trinidad to an English Fort Cap- 
tured 4th July, 1861, in lat 2P 29' N., long. 
84*06',W., 



Montmorency, 
Edeaeed under ransom bond. 
Of Maine, from Newport, Wales, to St Thomaa 
Captured 2£^th November, 1861, in lat IS"" 30' N., 
long. 58** 40' W. Valued at $20,000. 

NaiaDi 

StanJt to Cienfu/egoe. Released by Caftam-ChMral 

ofCvha. 
Of "Sew York. Captured 6th July, 1861, five miles 
from Cienfuegos. 
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Nbafoutak, 
Burned. 
Of Mas8ao]xii8ettEf»yfv>m Mesaina to BostoiL Oaptared 
18th Jaxraaij, 1862, in Straits of Gibmltar. 

YlOILAHSi 

BwTMd, 
Of VBXj^e^ from "New York to Idaiid of Sombrero. 
l^ Captured 3rd December, 1861, in lat. 29<> 10" N., 
long; 57'' 22' W. Yalaed at $40,000. 

West Wind, 
Sent to Cimfuegos, Released by CaptainrCfeneral 

o/Ctiba. 
CfBboAe Island. Captured 6th July, 1861, five miles 

off CienfuegoB. 



CAPTURES OF THE ALABAMA. 

Alert, 
Burned, 
Of New London, from New London lo the Indiaii 
Ocean (whaling). Captured 9th Septesnbw, 1862, 
off Floies. Yalued at $20,000. 

Bu/med, 
Of New Bedford, frwn New Bedford (whaling). 
Captured ISth September, 1863,ln lat; 40^ 34' N., 
long. 35** 24' W. Yalued at $3000. 
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Amauba, 
•Btamed. 
<y United States, ,^*om Manilla to Queenstown. Oap- 
tnred 6th November, 1863, in lat. V W S., long. 
103' 19' E. Yalaed at $104,442. 

AMAzomAir, 
Bumad. 
OfSew YovkfJrom'New York to Monte Yideo. Oa^ 
tared 2nd Jane, 1863, in lat 15'' 09', long. 55* 04^ 
Yalaed at $97,665. 

Anna F. Schiodt, 
Burned, 
OfM.amefJrom Boston {via St Thomas) to Saa Fraa- 
cisoo. Gaptared 2nd Joly, 1863, in lat 2ff* 14', 
long. 37" 5r. Yalued at $350,000. , 

Akibl, 
Rdeaaed on bond. 
(y New Toilc, Jrom New York to AspinwalL Gap* 
tared 7th Dea, 1862, off Cape Maize. Yalaed at 
$261,000. 

Baron nx Castine, 
Bdeasodon bond, 
€^(kB^6,Jrom Bangor to Oardenas. Captored 29th 
October, 1862, in lat about 39'' 18' N., long, about 
69M2'W. Yalued at $6000. 
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Benjamin Tuckeb, 
Burned. 
0/New Bedford, from New Bedford (whaling). Cap- 
tured Uth September, 1862, off Flore& Valued 

at $18,000. 

Bethia Thater, 

Eeleased on bond. 

Of Maine. Captured Ist March, 1863, in lat. SS"" 

50' N., long. 38^ 31' W. Valued at $40,000. 

Bbiluakt, 
Bwmed. 
Of New York, from New York to Liverpool Cap- 
tured 3rd October, 1862, in lat. 39° 58' N., long. 
50° 00' W. Valued at $184,000. 

, , Chables Hili^ 

Burned. 
Of Boston, from Liverpool to Monte Videa Captured 

25th March, 1863, in lat. V* 22', long. 26* 08'. 

Valued at $28,450. 

Chastelain^ 

Burned. 

Of Boston, from Martinique to Cienfuegos. Cap- 

• tured 27th January, 1863, in lat. 17* 19' N., long. 

72° 21' W. Valued at $10,000. 

Contest, 
Burned. 
<y the United States, yhmi Yokohama, Japan, to New- 
York: Captured 11th November, 1863, in lat. 
4° 48' S., long. 106° 49' E. Valued at $122,815. 
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OoUBflBR, 

Of ProTince Town, fnyta Province Town (whaling). 
Captured 16th September, 1862, off Flores. 
Yalued at $7000. 

Crenshaw, 
BwnvtdL 
Of New York, from New York to Glasgow. Cap- 
tured 26th October, 1862, in lai 40^ ir N., long. 
64^32'W. Valued at $33,869. 

DoBCAS Prince, 
BwmAd, 
Of New York, from New York to Shanghai Cap* 
tured 26th April, 1862, in lat. V 36', long. 31* 57'. 
Valued at $44,108. 

Dunkirk, 

Burned, 

Of New York, from New York to Lisbon. Captured 

7th October, 1862, in lat about 41*'0' N.,long. 53^ 

Valued at $25,000. 

Elisha Dunbar, 
BwTMd. 
Q/'New Bedford, yroTTi New Bedford (whaling). Cap- 
tured 18th September, 1862, in lat. 39"* 50' N., long. 
35°25'W. Valued at $25,000. 

Emilt Farnum, 
NetUrcU cargo, Rdeaaed amd made a Cartel. 
Of New York, from New York to liverpooL Cap- 
tured 3rd October, 1862, in lat. 39'' 58' N., long. 
50'' 00' W. 
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liXMA Jane, 
Burned. 
Q/" Maine, yrom Bombay to Amherst (in ballast). Cap- 
tured 14th January, 1864, in lat. T* 57' 8., long. 
76*09'W. Valued at $40,000. 

Express, 
Burned, 
0/CaXiBO,from Callao to Antwerp. Captured 6th July, 
1863, in lat. 2&' 28', long. 30^ 20'. Valued at 
$121,300. 

GiLDERSLIEKE, 

Bu/rned. 

Of Jjondorif from Sunderland to Calcutta. Captured 

25th May, 1863, in lat 12^ 04', long. 35** 10'. 

Valued at $62,783. 

Golden Eagle, 

Burned, 

Of United States, from San Francisco, viA Rowland's 

Island, U> Cork. Captured 21st February, 1863, in 

lat 29^ 28' K, long. 44° 58' W. Valued at 

$61,000. 

Golden Hule, 

» ' Burned, 

Of New York, from New York io Aspinwall. Cap- 
tured 26th January, 1863, off Jamaica. Valued 

at $112,000. 

Hatteras, 

Sfank, 
Q/* United States Navy, gun-boat Sunk 11th Jan- 
uary, 1863, off Galveston. Valued at $160,000. 
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HlGHLAVDSBi 

Burned, 
Of the United States, from Singapore to Ayoaab (in 
ballast). Captured 26th December, 1863. Valued 
at $75,965. 

Jabbz Snow, 

BtMTTiecL 
Of Cardi£^ from Cardiff to Monte Video. Captured 
29th May, 1863, in lat. 12"* 54', long. Zb"" 18'. 
Valued at $72,881. 

John A. Fabks, 

Bwm^. 
OfiAAme^from New York to Monte Video. Captured 
2nd March, 1863, in lat 29^ 25' K, long. 37" 47' W. 
Valued at $66,157. 

JUSTIKA, 

RcmBom/ed. 
Of the TTnited States. Captured 25th May, 1863, in 
lat. 12" 04', long. 35" 10'. ^ Valued at $7000. 

Kate Cobt, 

Burned. 
Of Westport (whaler). Captured 15th April, 1863, 

in lat. 4'' 08', long. 32" 01'. Valued at $10,568. 

KmOFISHEB, * 

Burned. 
Of Massachusetts, from Fair Haven (on whaling ex- 
pedition). Captured 23rd March, 1863, in lat. 
2" 08' N., long. 26" 08' W. Valued at $2400. 

x2 
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liAFATBTTft (1), 

Burned. 
Cf New York, from Ne^ York to Belfast. Captured 
23rd October, 1862, in lat Z^"" 34' N., long. 
63**26'W. Valued at $110,337. 

Lafayette (2), 
BurMd. 
Of New Bedford (whaler). Captured 15th April, 
1863, in lat. 4** 08^ long. 32* OV. Valued at 
$20,90& 

Lamplighter, 
Burned. 
Of Boston, from New York to Gibraltar. Captured 
15th October, 1862, in lat 41"* 32' N., long. 
54« 17' W. Valued at $117,600. 

Lauretta, 
Burned, 
Q^ Boston, from New York to Madeira and Mediter- 
ranean. Captured 28th October, 1862, in lat 
39° 18' N., long. 67* 35' W. Valued at $32,880. 

Levi Stareuck, 
Bwmed. 
Of New Bedford, from New Bedford to the Pacific 
(whaling). Captured 2nd November, 1862, in lat 
36* 13' N., long. 66* 01' W. Valued at $25,000. 
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Louisa Hatch, 
Burned, 
Of Bochland, Jrom Cardiff to Point de Galla Cap- 
tured 4th April, 1863, in lat 3' 12^ long. 26** 09'. 
Valued at $38,315. 

Manchester, 
Burned, 
Of New York, Jrom New York to Liverpool Cap- 
tured 11th October, 1862, in lat iV 08' N., long. 
55° 26' W. Valued at $164,000. 

MoRNiKG Stab, 
Reteaeed on bond. 
Of Boston, from Calcutta to London. Captured 23rd 
March, 1863, in lat. 2*» 08' N., long. 26«» 08' W. 
Valued at $61,750. 

NOBA, 

Bv/med. 

Of Boston, from Boston to Calcutta. Captured 25th 

March, 1863, in lat 1^ 22', long. 26° 08'. Valued 

at $76,636. 

Nye, 

Burned. 

OfSew Bedford^ from New Bedford (whaling barque). 

Captured 24th April, 1863, in lat 5° 45', long. 
3r53'. Valued at $31,127. 

Ocean Hover, 

Burned. 

Of Massachusetts, from Massachusetts (out whaling). 

Captured 8th September, 1862, off ilorea. Valued 

at $70,000. 
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OCMULQEE, 

Burned, 
Of Edgartown. Captured 5th September, 1863, in 
about lat. 37** 20' N., long. 28*^ 08' W. Valued at 
$50,000. 

OuYE Jane, 
Burned. 
Of the United States, from Bordeaux to New Tork. 
Captured 21st February, 1863, in lat 29'' 28' N., 
long. 44* 58' W. Valued at $43,208. 

Palmetto, 
Burned. 
Of New York, from New York to St. John's, Porto 
Kioo. Captured 3rd February, 1863, in lat. 
27° 18' N., long. 6* 16' W. Valued at $18,430. 

Pabker Cook, 
Burned. 
Of Boston, from Boston to Aux Cayes. Captured 30th 
November, 1862, in lat. 18° 59' N., long. 68** 46' W. 
Valued at $10,000. 

PUNJAUB, 

Rdeased on bond, 
Cf Boston, from Calcutta to London. Captured 15th 
March, 1863, in lat. 8* 36' N., long. 3P 43' W. 
Valued at $55,000. 
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ROOKIVOHAK, 

Bvmed. 
Ofibe United States, >om Gallao to Oork. Captured 
23rd April, 1864, in lat 15" 52' S., long. 3r 44'. 
W. Valued at $97,878. 

Sea Labk, 
Burned. 
Of New York, from New York to San Francisoo. 
Captured 3rd May, 1863, in lat. 9''39' S., long. 32*" 
44' W. Valued at 1550,000. 

SONOBA, 

Bumad. 
Of the United States, from Singapore to Ayoaab (in 
ballast). Captured 26tli December, 1863, off Ma- 
lacca. Valued at $46,545 . 

Stablioht, 
Burned. 
Of Boeton^ from Fayal to Boston. Captured 7th Sep- 
tember, 1862, off Flores. Valued at $4000. 

Talisman, 
Burned, 
Of New York^yS-om New York to Shanghai Captured 
5th June, 1863, in lat. 14^ 35', long. 36^ 26'. 
Valued at $139,195. 

Texan Star, 
Burned. 
Of tiie United States, from Maulmein to Singapore. 
Captured 24th December, 1863, off Malacca. 
Valued at $97,628. 
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TOKAWANDA, 

JRdeased on ransom bond, 

Qf Philadelphia, ^om Philadelphia to Liverpool. Cap- 
tured 9th October, 1862, in lat. 40** 03' N., long. 
04«38'W. Valued at $80,000. 

Tycoon, 
' ' Bv/rned* 

Of the United States, from New York to San Fran- 
cisco. Captured 27th April, 1864, in lat. IF 16', 
long. 32*^ 6'. 

Union, 

RdecLsed on bond. 

Of Baltimore, from Baltimore to Jamaica. Captured 
5th December, 1862, off Cape Maise. Valued at 
$1500. 

Union Jack, 

Bv/med, 

Of Boston, from Boston to Shanghai. Captured 3rd 
May, 1863, in lat 9° 39', long. 32° 44'. Valued 
' at $77,000. 

Virginia, 

Bwrned, 

Of New Bedford, .^wn New Bedford (whaling). Cap- 
tured 17th September, 1862, in lat 40*" 03' N., 
long. 32° 46' W, Valued at $25,000. 



APPENDIX, NO. I. 813 

T. B. WALEGf, 
Burned, 
Of Boston, from Calcutta to Boston. Captured 8th 
November, 1862, in lat. 29^ 15' N., long. 57** 57' W. 
Valued at $245,625. 

Washington, 
Bekased on bond. 
Of New York, from Ohinclia Islands to Antwerp. Cap- 
tured 27ih February, 1863, in lat. 30° 19' N., long. 
40^01'W. Valued at $50,000. 

Wave Cbbst, 
JBumed, 
Of New York, /row New York to Cardiff Captured 
7th October, 1862, in lat. about 41** 0' N., long. 
59". Valued at $44,000. 

Weather Guaoe, 

Burned, 

Of' Province Town, from Province Town (whaling). 

Captured 9ih September, 1 862, off Flore& Valued 

at $10,000. 

Winged Eager, 

Burned, 

Of the United States, from Manilla to New York. 

Captured 10th November, 1863, in Strait of Sunda. 

Valued at $150,000. 
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No. II. 

COUBSE OF THE SUMTER 

Frrnn, New Obleans, 30 June, 1861, to Oibbaltas, 

18 Jwtvmry, 1862. 



1861. 






July I 


Lat.26.18N. Long 


;. 87.23 W. 


2 


23.04 


86.13 


3 


21.29 


84.06 


4 


No obBervation. 




5 


Off the Jardinelles. 




6 


At Gienfuegos, Cuba. 




7 


Ditto ditto. 




8 


Off the Caymans. 




9 


Off Jamaica. 




101 






to 


^No observation. 




15 1 






16) 


» 




to 


^At St. Anne's, Curacao. 




24 


1 




25 






to 


• At and off Puerto, Cabnlla. 




27 




■ 


28 


Off Tortuga. 


■ 


291 






to 


' At Port of Spain. 




Aug. 6 






6 


9.14 


59.10 


7 


8.31 


56.12 


8 


7.19 


53.34 


9 


6.10 


50.48 


10 


4.29 


48.25 
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Aug. 



Sept 



Oct. 



11 


Lat 2.38 N. Long. 


, 47.48 W. 


12 


4.10 


49.37 


13 


4.56 


50.55 


14 


4.49 


51.19 


1 /\ \ 

n^ > At Cayenne. 




17^ 


5.56 




18 


Off the mouth of the Soiiiuun. 




19) 






to 


^AtPantmaribo. 




31 J 






.1 


No oheemttion. 




2 


4.50 


50.20 


3 


3.05 


48.44 


4 


00.44 


47.12 


6 
to 


1.03 


44.48 


>At Maranham. 




19 i 


t 




16 


00.17S. 


42.59 


17 


2.19 N. 


41.29 , 


18 


3.38 


40.67 


19 


4.33 


40.41 


20 


4.46 


41.00 


21 


5.12 


41.59 


22 


5.37 


42.12 


23 


5.25 


42.19 


24 


5.35 


42.27 


25 


6.20 


42.27 


27 


6.24 


43.10 


28 


6.10 


44.20 


29 


6.55 


45.08 


30 


7.33 


45.28 


I 


7.39 


45.55 


2 


8.19 


46.23 


3 


8.30 


46.21 


4 


8.55 


46.58 





9.13 


47.21 
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Oct 6 


Lat 8.31 N. 


Long. 47.08 W. 


7 


8.13 


47.13 


8 


8.52 


46.44 


9 


7.21 


46.30 


10 


6.22 


45.48 


11 


6.38 


45.13 


12 


6.56 


44.41 


13 


7.04 


44.47 


U 


8.31 


45.46 


15 


9.36 


48.11 


16 


10.22 


50.05 


17 


11.37 


61.49 


18 


13.01 


63.12 


19 


13.33 


63.46 


20 


13.46 


54.06 


21 


14.00 


64.07 


22 


14.21 


64.16 


23 


14.36 


64.37 


24 


15.20 


64.61 


25 


16.54 


65.30 


26 


18.13 


56.04 


27 


17.54 


66.30 


28 


17.03 


67.07 


29 


16.54 


. 67.33 


30 


16.40 


68.16 


31 


16.54 


67.59 


Nov, 4 


16.52 


67.26 


2 


16.32 


66.66 


3 


16.36 


67.38 


4 


16.43 


67.45 


5 


17.10 


69.06 


6 


16.39 


69.54 


7 
8 
9 


16.00 


60.46 


15.08 


61.64 


10) 






to 


»At Martimque. 





23 j 
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OT. 24 


Lst 16.12 N. 




25 


18.11 


Long. 68.48 W. 


26 


20.07 


67.12 


27 


22.22 


66.27 


28 


24.22 


57.12 


29 


25.51 


67.36 


30 


27.16 


5a29 


Dec 1 


27.38 


58.20 


2 


28.12 


58.09 


3 


29.10 


57.22 


4 


30.03 


65.09 


5 


30.19 


53.02 


6 


29.35 


52.02 


7 


29.27 


61.35 


8 


30.67 


61.49 


9 


31.35 


51.14 


10 


32.39 


49.47 


11 

4 ^% % 


32.48 


49.32 


12 
13 • 
U 


33.28 


47.03 


33.49 


44.47 


IS 


34.00 


42.05 


16 


33.24 


40.43 


17 


33.34 


40.00 


18 


33.53 


38 43 


19 


34.30 


36.40 


20 


34.17 


35.31 


21 


35.17 


3a 05 


22 : 


No obserration. 




23 


36.29 


32.32 


24 


27.31 


81.30 


25 


36.08 


2a42 


26 


35.09 


25.56 


27 


35.00 


22.49 


28 


36.17 


20.53 


29 


35.43 


18.59 


30 


35.39 


17.33 


31 


35.22 


16.27 



318 APPENDIX, NO. II. 

1862. 

Jan. 1 Lat. 35.53 N. Long. 13.14W. 

2 35.52 9.36 

3 35.49 7.00 

On the 4th of January the Sumter reached Cadiz, 
and on the 17th left for Gibraltar. She entered that 
port on the following day, where she was finally put 
out of commission. 



COURSE OF THE ALABAMA. 


1862. 






Aug. 25 


TAt 39.15 N. 


Long. 26.30 W. 


26 


39.39 


26.07 


27 


39.59 


24.34 


28 


39.58 


21.30 


29 


38.56 


19.23 


30 


37.23 


19.06 


31 


Lat by ace. 36.23 


21.54 


Sept. 1 


TAt. 35.33 


22.17 


2 


35.29 


24.22 


3 


36.16 


25M 


4 


37.22 


28.08 


5 

to 


No observation. 




► OflF Flores. 




11 






12 


40.17 


34.05 


13 


40-34 


35.24 


14 


40.12 


33.02 


15 


40.03 


32.46 


16 


Off Flores. 




17 


40.03 


32.46 


18 


39.50 


35.25 


19 


38.32 


35.03 


20 


37.20 


36.26 


21 


36.35 


36.58 
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Sept 22 


Lat 35.21 N. 


Long. 37.26 W. 


23 


34.43 


38.38 


24 


34.52 


48.28 


25 


34.59 


41.10 


26 


35.35 


41.36 


27 


37.12 


43.13 


28 


37.40 


42.00 


29 


37.09 


43.13 


30 


38.37 


45.03 


Oct 1 


40.27 


46.31 


2 


40 to 40.30 


48 to 48.20 


3 


39.58 


60.00 


4 


39.52 


50.41 


5 


40.19 


51.14 


6 


41.02 


53.50 


7 


No obeervatioQ. 




8 


Lat.(D.R)41.00 


Long.(D.B.)55.43 
Long. Chra 54.37 


9 


Lat 40.03 


Long. 54.38 


10 


41.13 


53.45 


11 


41.08 


55.26 


12 


41.42 


56.48 


13 


AflRnmed 40.30 


59.28 


U 


41.21 


69.31 


15 


41.32 


69.17 


16 


(p.B,)42.16 
(D.R.) 42.06 


69.18 


17 


59.46 


18 


Supposed 41.25 


59.10 


19 


40.21 


62.08 


20 


40.28 


62.40 


21 


40.18 


62.40 


22 


By aoct. 40.16 


64.17 


23 


39.34 


63.26 


24 


40.04 


62.05 


25 


39.57 


63.18 


26 


40.11 


64.32 


27 


39.47 


68.06 


28 


39.18 


67.35 
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Oct 29 No obfloryation. 

30 Lat. 39.18 N. Long. 69.12 W. 

81 37.51 67.34 

Not. 1 36.15 65.55 

2 36.13 66.01 

3 35.17 67.11 

4 34.27 63.30 

5 31.34 61.27 

6 29.05 61.22 

7 29.03 59.22 

8 29.15 57.57 

9 27.51 58.24 

10 25.40 57.50 

11 2105 57.36 

12 22.58 57.37 

13 22.08 57.43 

14 21.11 57.49 

15 20.40 58.24 

16 18.00 59.27 

17 15.51 60.20 

18 13.15 63.01 
21 12.10 64.35 
22) 

to > At Island of Blanquilla. 

25 j 

26 13.12 65-30 

28 ' 16.19 66.06 

29 17.45 67.15 

30 18.59 68.45 
Dec. 1 19.40 69.49 

2 20.04 71.50 

3 20.12 72-58 

to > Off Cape Maise, Jamaica, and Cuba. 

12 j 

13 18.47 78.27 

14 18.16 80.43 

15 18.39 83.06 
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Dec 16 


. Lat. 19.16 N. 


Lonff.84J0W. 


17 


19.18 


04.25 


18 


19.47 


85:46 


19 


20.00 


85.31 


20 


21.20 


86.32 


•21 


22.06 


8a40 


22 


21.26 


91.15 


23 


20.18 


91.50 


24) 






to 


^At the Areas. 




31 1 






1863. 






Jan. 1 ) 






to} 
6 


■ At the Areas. 




21.11 


93.13 


7 


22.35 


94.26 


8 


24.36 


94.45 


9 


26.19 


94.11 


10 


27.45 


94.42 


11 


28.51 


94.55 


12 


28.03 


93.08 


13 


27.05 


90.37 


14 


25.58 


88.58 


Iff 


26.16 


88.35 


16 


23.43 


87.35 


17 


21.45 


85.34 


18 


19.50 


82.51 


19 


18.30 


80.34 


20 






to 


•At Port BoyaL 




25 






26 


17.50 


74.52 


27 


17.19 


72.21 


28 


17.56 


70.28 


29. 


At Saq Dosunga 




30 


19.31 


67.38 


VOL. ] 


II. 


T 



^ I, 
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Jan. 31 


Lat. 21.40 K. 


Tiong. 68.06W 


Feb. 1 


24.08 


68.18 


2 


26.17 


68.06 


3 


27.18 


66.10 


4, 


28.00 


64.11 


5 


27.10 


61.30 


6 


25.44 


60.32 


J 


26.36 


60.15 


8 


25.41 


58.48 


9 


24.51 


57.55 


10 


24.32 


56.53 


11 


24.52 


56.34 


12 


25.15 


06.36 


13 


26.08 


05,32 


U 


27.09 


53.17 


IS 


28.29 


00,07 


16 


28.45 


46.57 


17 


28.11 


45.01 


18 


28.15 


44,37 


19 


28.04 


44.29 


20 


28.33 


45.05 


21 


29.28 


44.58 


22 


29.33 


44.57 


28 


30.21 


4355 


24 


30.32 


•42.50 


25 


30.22 


41.03 


26 


30.23 


40.42 


27 


30.19 


40.01 


. 28 


30.07 


39.38 


Much 1 


29.60 


38,31 


2 


29.25 


87.47 


3 


28.42 


• 36.59 


4 


27.02 


35,44 


5 


26.04 


35,23 


6 


24.09 


32,20 


7 


24.30 


35,12 


8 


22.36 


34.32 


9. 


20.22 


33.53 
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S2& 



VatcklO 
II 
12 
13 
U 
IS 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
. 23 
24 
25 
26 

27 No 
28 
29 
30 
31 
April 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10) 
toVAt 
22 I 
23 
24 
25 
26 , 



Lat. 18.26 K 


Long. S3.17W. 


16.18 


32.36 


13.57 


31.47 


11.31 


31.25 


9.24 


3L48 


8.36 


31.43 


7.46 


30.21 


7.53 


30.34 


7.14 


29.26 


5.59 


28.01 


4.32 . 


27.00 


2.47 


26.23 


2.11 


26.24 


2.08 


26.08 


1.41 


26.13 . 


1.22 


26.08 


1.12 


26.32 


obserration. 




00.46 


26.19 


00.18 


26.10 


00.34 & 


25.35 


00.39 


25.19 


I.OO 


25.20 


2.10 


26.02 


2.52 


25.58 


3.12 


26.09 


3.25 


27.04 


3.46 


28.00 


3.57 


30.07 


4.01 


LoDg,(D.B.)31.17 


4.08 


32.01 


Fenumdo de Noronha. 


4.42 


31.49 


5.45 


31.53 


6.22 


31.44 


7.36 


31.67 



y2 



^ 



■ gp iiiwivHiii mm I mm mr^^^m^^mt^fmmmmmm^f^^^w^-'m 



I 

!' 

I 
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April 27 


Lat 8.16 a 


Long. 32.18W. 


28 


8.19 


31,40 


29 


8.22 


31.07 


30 


9.02 


31.39 


May 1 


9.17 


32.17 


2 


9.37 


32.34 


3 


9.39 . 


32.44 


4 


8.48 


32.34 


5 


10.06 


32.46 


6 


10.24 


32.30 


7 


12.08 


33.07 


8 


12.30 . 


33.62 


9 


12.55 


34.49 


10 


13.29 


36.07 


11) 






to ) 


■AtBaliia. 




21 j 






22 


13.04 


37.36 


23 


12.33 


36.39 


24 


11.34 


34.54 


25 


12.04 


35.10 


26 


11.39 


34.47 


27 


12.16 


35.06 . 


28 


12.54 


36.18 


29 


13.31 


36.38 


30 


14.19 . 


36.36 


31 






June 1 


14.44 . 


36.16 


2 


15.01 


34.66 


3 


16.09 


36.04 


4 


14.46 


34.67 


5 


14.35 


36.26 


6 


16.17 


36.26 


7 


16.07 


36.37 


8 


16.56 


35.28 


9 


16.65 


36.36 


10 


16.17 


34.35 


11 


16.32 . 


33.48 
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June 12 


Lat 17.25 S. 


Long. 34.24W, 


13 


19.21 


35.37 


U 


19.54 


35.18 


Iff 


22.38 


36.11 


16 


23.41 


35.36 


17 


23.54 


. 35.63 


18 


24.16 


57.16 


19 


24.57 


39.01 


20 


25.48 


40.18 


21 


25.46 


40.16 


22 


25.55 


40.21 


23 


25.24 


38.40 


24 


25.19 


36.36 


25 


25.56 


33.44 


26 


Lat.p.B.) 26.40 


30.16 


27 


26.01 


28.29 


28 


25.57 


30.31 


29 


26.35 


32.69 


30 


25.56 


36.12 


July 1 


25.38 


36.38 


2 


26.14 


37.61 


3 


26.31 


37.33 


4 


27,27 


34.37 


5 


27.68 


31.43 


6 


28.28 


30.20 


7 


29.45 


27.36 


8 


30.00 


24.20 


9 


29.57 


21,16 


10 


29.29 


17.47 


11 


28.00 


15.12 


12 


26.44 


13.32 


13 


28.13 


13,27 


14 


29.21 


11.31 


Iff 


30.07 


8.06 


16 


Latp.B.) 30.39 


4.06 


17 


30.16 


00.20 


18 


29.54 


3.04 E. 


19 


Lat(D.B.) 29.47 


6.32 
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J«ly20 


Lat 29.57 8. 


Long. 7.23 K 


21 


30.43 




iai9 


23 


31.33 




12.37 


23 


31.59 




14.12 


24 


83.24 




1451 


25 


33.56 




15.34 


26 


33.26 




16.37 


27 


33.46 




17.17 


28 


33.46 




17.31 


30 








to 






Aug. 16 








17 


Lat 34.03 


Long. 17.11 K 


18 


33.24 




16.56 


19 


32.52 




17.09 


20 


32.45 




16.55 


21 


33.14 




15.41 
16.0& 


22- 


32.13 




23 


31.43 




15.30 


24 


31.24 




1434 


25 


31.18 




13.37 


26 


27.57 




1412 


27 


No obaervation. 






28) 








to 

30 1 


• At Angm Peqaeiu 




» 


31 


26.51 




14.40 


Seat. 1 


No olieervstioii. 






2 


28.37 




10.13 


3 


29.43 




&59 


4 


30.04 




&46 


ff 


30.24 




9-28 


6 


30.35 




11.16 


7 


31.17 




11.07 


8 


31.41 




11.16 


9 


32.30 




12.49 


10 


33.16 




15.20 


11 


33.10 


• 


16.37 
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8«pt. 



Oct 



12 


Lat 33.43 & 


Long, 16.03 B. 


IS 


33.51 


17.34 


14 


34.28 


17.4S 


15 


34.26 


17.39 


16) 






to 


•'At £Smon'8 Town. 




24 j 






25 


35.26 


18.15 


26 


37.28 


17.58 


27 


37.52 


19.03 


28 


89.02 


23.07 


29 


39.02 


' 27.20 


30 


39.12 


31.59 


1 


39.15 


35.46 


2 


38.27 


39.02 


3 


38.46 


42.49 


4 


38.43 


46.56 


5 


38.47 


49.20 


6 


38.44 


53.33 


7 


37.51 


57.30 


8 


38.04 


60.23 


9 


38.16 


64.15 


10 


38.26 


68.57 


11 


38.28 


72.40 


12 


38.46 


77.12 


13 


38.15 


80.29 


14 


37.47 


83.42 


15 


35.23 


89.55 


16 


35.23 


89^5 


17 


32.59 


93.28 


18 


30.59 


96.17 


19 


28.26 


98.43 


20 


25.33 


99.42 


21 


22.41 


100.13 


22 


21.13 


100.10 


23 


18.52 


100.10 


24 


16.45 


101.25 



26 Lat (D.B.) 12.26 Long. p.B.) 102.00 
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Oct 



Nov. 



Sea 



26 


Lat 


10.27 8. 


Long. p.R.) 102.13: 


27 




9.55 


Long. 101.50 


28 




9.38 


101.51 


29 




9-20 


101.53 


30 




9.09 


102.14 


31 




8.63 


102.50 


1 




SM 


103.51 


2 




9.30 


103.28 


3 




9.17 


• 103.31 


4 




8.31 


103.06 


£ 




7.22 


103.15 


6 




7.00 


103.19 


7 
to} 




6.59 


103.27 


■Off Flat Point. 




10 j 








11 




4.48 


106.49 


12 




4.19 


108.00 


13 




3.59 


107.25 


14 




3.44 


109.05 


15 




3.03 


109.27 


16 




2.44 


109.16 


171 








to 


>■ Off the Malays. 




23 








24 




3.40 N. 


109.45 


25 


Supposed 3.50 


Supposed 110.30 


26 




4.36 


111.42 


27 




4.51 


111.54 


28 





4.51 


111.54 


29 




5.01 


111.47 


30 




6.14 


110.31 


1 




7.30 


108.42 


2 

^] 

to 




8.30 


107.15 


»At Cindorc 


)• 


X 


14 j 


' 






15 




8.24 


106.48 
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Dec. 16 


Lat 7.18 N. Long. 


107.27 R 


17 


(D.R.) 6.11 


106.12 


18 


4.48 


105.10 


19) 






and > 


• At island of Aor. 




20) 






21] 


1 




to 


>' At and otf Singapore. 




26 j 






27 


4.08 


100.11 


28 


Supposed 4.46 


99.40 


29 


Supposed 5.29 


98.16 


30 


5.39 


96.40 


31 


Off N. end of Sumatra. 




1864. 






Jan. 1 


6.23 


93.35 


2 


5.39 


93.08 


3 


5.29 


92.33 


4 


6.05 Long. (DJt 


.) 91.40 . 


5 


6.29 


90.37 


6 


6.07 


88.40 


7 


5.39 


87.22 


8 


5.22 


84.53 


9 


5.05 


82.09 


10 


5.14 


79.60 


11 


5.49 


78.25 


12 


7.26 


76.02 


13 


7.33 


76.01 


14 


7.57 


76.09 


15 


8.26 


76.08 


16 


At Quilon. 




17 


8.40 


76.32 


18 


8.31 


76.30 


19 


8.05 


75.06 


20 


7.29 


74.28 


21 


No observation. 




22 


7.52 


70.22 


23 


7.04 


67.17 
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Jan. 24 

25 

26 

27 

2S 

29 

30 

31 

Feb. 1 

2 

3 

4 

.5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2Q 

27 

28 

29 

March 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 



4 

16 j 



TAt 7.03 If. 


Long. 64.28 E. 


6.27 


61.49 


5.33 


59.19 


5.01 


56.36 


4.02 


53.46 


2.43 


51.00 


00.50 


4a42 


1.31 & 


47.20 


3.15 


46.13 


4.48 


45.40 


6.47 


44.44 


8.24 


44.26 


10.18 


43.47 


10.42 


44.00 


10.44 


43.50 


10.45 


43.42 


ads of Jobanna and MohiUa. 


13.41 


43.04 


14.15 


42.45 


15.03 


42^4 


16.00 


41.45 


17.02 


41.31 


18.43 


41.20 


19.49 


41.23 


20.29 


41.19 


21.18 


41.44 


23.36 


41.15 


25.31 


40.00 


27.11 


37.51 


29.16 


36.17 


31.32 


34.37 


33.20 


32.22 


35.05 


29.49 


35.11 


23.28 


35.51 


26.43 


39.09 


24.58 
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Much 7 


Lat 35.10 S. 


Long. 24.03 K 


8 


35.49 


21.39 


9 


35.46 


20.29 


10 


35.42 


20.13 


11 


35.08 


18.21 


12 


33.57 


17.06 


13 


33.35 


16.10 


U 


34. 3 


15.20 


15 


33.<8 


15.23 


16 


32.50 


16.31 


17 


33.10 


16.22 


18 


No obaervation. 




19 


32.67 


15.55 


20 


33.51 


17.31 


21) 






to 


■At the Cape. 




24 j 






25 


34.02 


18.10 


26 


33.41 


15.52 


27 


31.50 


12.39 


28 


31.36 


10.09 


29 


30.25 


8.25 


30 


28.53 


6.55 


31 


28.00 


4.50 


April 1 


26.13 


2.40 


2 


24.17 


0.24 


3 


22.35 


1.29 W. 


4 


21.01 


3.13 


5 


19.37 


4.44 


6 


18.41 


4.22 


7 


17.15 


3.44 


8 


17.42 


5.50 


9 


l&OO 


&53 


10 


18.12 


11.47 


11 


18.25 


14.42 


13 


18.47 


17.13 


13 


18.55 


19.43 


U 


18.58 


22.33 
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April 



May 



15 


Lat 19. 9 a 


Long. 25. — W. 


16 


19.17 


26.42 


17 


19.12 


27.33 


18 


19.22 


28.57 


19 


19.13 


29.36 


20 


18.49 


30.01 


21 


18.18 


30.26 


22 


17.23 


80.56 


23 


15.62 


31.44 


24 


15.19 


32. 6 


25 


13.59 


32. 4 


26 


13. 5 


32.22 


27 


11.16 


32. 6 


28 


10. 5 


31.46 


29 


8. 9 


31.29 


30 


5.26 


30.12 


1 


2.25 


30.38 


2 


00.13 


30.41 


3 


1.43 N. 


31.28 


4 


3.30 


32.38 


5 


5. 6 


34.19 


6 


7.15 


36. 7 


7 


9.40 


37.36 


8 


11.54 


38.43 


9 


14.13 


39.43 


10 


16.43 


40.33 


11 


18.37 


41. 9 


12 


20.10 


41.25 


13 


20.33 


41.19 


14 


20.53 


41. 9 


15 


21,12 


40.55 


16 


22.05 


41.16 


17 


22.57 


41.50 


18 


24.33 


41.57 


19 


26.32 


41.50 


20 


28.04 


41.33 


21 


29.24 


40.42 


22 


30.25 


39.54 
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May 23 


Lat. 31.39 N. 


Long. 


38.39W. 


24 


33.13 




36.49 


25 


35.51 




35.41 


26 


37.43 




33.53 


27 


38.42 




32.50 


28 


39.23 




32.31 


29 


39.51 


(D.R.) 


1 32.25 


30 


40.25 


^ # 


30.22 


31 


40.54 




27.15 


June 1 


41.35 




24.15 


2 


42.07 




22.15 


3 


42.18 




20.30 


4 


42.10 




18.04 


B 


41.58 




16.31 


6 


42.31 




15.42 


7 


43.47 


« 


14.12 


8 


45.45 


(d.r; 


112.06 


9 


47.34 




9.07 


10 


49.18 




6.03 



11 On this day the Alabama entered Cherbourg 
harbour. 
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No. III. 

MR LAIRD'S SPEECH ON THE ALABAMA. 

The following is a fall report of Mr. Laird's speech 
in the House of Commona on Friday night : — ^After 
the discussion that has taken place about the .Alabaina^ 
I shall not trouble the house with many remarks. 1 
can only say, firom all I know and all I have heard, 
that from the , day the vessel was laid down to her 
completion everything was open and abovo-board in 
this country. (Cheers.) I also further say that the 
officers of the Government had every flEicility afforded 
them for inspecting the ship during the progress of 
building. When the officers came to the builder they 
were shown the ship, and day after day the customs 
officers were on board, as they were when she finally 
left, and they declared there was nothing wrong. 
(<' Hear/' from Mr. Bright) They only left her when 
the tug left, and they were obliged to declare that she 
left Liverpool a perfectly legitimate transaction. (Hear, 
hear.) One point has been overlooked in this dis- 
cussion. If a ship without guns and without arms is 
a dangerous article, surely rifled guns and anmiunition 
of all sorts are equally-^cheers)— and even more dan« 
gerouB. (Cheers.) I have referred to the bills of entxy 
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in the castom-liooses of Loudon and Liverpool, and I 
find there have been vast shipments of implements of 
"war to the Northern States through the celebrated 
houses of Baring and Go.-— (loud cheers and laughter) 
—Brown, Shipley, and Oa, of Lirerpool, and a varietj 
of other names, which I need not more particularly 
mention, but whose Northern tendencies are well 
known to this house. (Hear, hear.) If the member 
for Boohdale, or the honourable member for Bradford, 
wishes to ascertain the extent to which the Northern 
States of America have had supplies of arms from this 
country, they hare only to go to a gentleman who, I 
am sure, will be ready to afford them eyery informa- 
tion, and much more readily than he would to me or 
to any one else calling upon him-— the American con- 
flul in LiverpooL Before that gentleman the manifest 
of eyery ship is laid, he has to giye an American pass 
to each yessel ; he is consequently able to tell the exact 
number of rifles which have been shipped from this 
country for the United States — information, I doubt 
not, whidi would be very generally desired by this house. 
(Loud cries of " Hear.") I have obtained from the official 
custom-house returns some^ details of the sundries ex- 
ported from theXJnited Elingdom to theNorthem States 
of America from the 1st of May, 1861, to the dlst of 
December, 1862. There were— muskets, 41,500 (hear, 
hear); rifles, 341,000 (cheers); gun-flints, 26,500; 
percussion-caps, 49,982,000 (cheers and laughter) ; 
and swords, 2250. The best information I could ob- 
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tain leads me to believe that from one-third to a half 
may be added to these numbers for items which have 
been shipped to the Northern States as hardware. 
(Hear, hear.) I have very good reason for saying 
that a vessel of 2000 tons was chartered six weeks ago 
for the express purpose of taking out a cargo of " hard'- 
ware** to the United States. (Cheers.) The exporta- 
tion has not ceased yet. From the 1st of January to 
the 17th of March, 1863, the customs bills of entry 
show that 23,870 gun-barrels, 30,802 rifles, and 
3,105,800 percussion-caps were shipped to the United 
States. (Hear, hear.) So that if the Southern States 
have got two ships, unarmed, unfit for any purpose of 
warfare— for they procured their armaments some- 
where else — ^the Northern States have been well sup- 
plied from this country through the agency of some 
most influential persons. (Hear, hear.) Now, it has 
been stated — and by way of comparison treated as 
matter of complaint*— that during the Crimean war 
the Americans behaved so well that the honourable 
member for Bradford and the member for Birmingham 
both lauded their action as compared with that of our 
own Government. Now, I have heard that a vessel 
sailed from the United States* to Petropaulovski. 
(Cries of " Name.") If honourable members will allow 
me L will go on, and first I propose to read an extract 
from the Times, written by their correspondent at 
San Francisco, dated the 29th of January, 1863 : — 
'^ Now, this case of the Alabama illustrates the saying 
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that a certain class should have a good memoiy. During 
the Crimean war, a man-of-war (called the America, if 
I remember) was built in America for the Russian 
Government, and brought out to the Pacific, filled with 
arms and munitions, by an officer in the United States 
navy. This gentleman took her to Petropaulovski, 
where she did service against the allied squadron, and 
she is still in the Russian navy. (Cries of ' No,* and 
' Hear, hear.') We made no such childish fuss about 
this act of ' hostility* by a friendly Power, which we 
could not prevent, as our friends are now making about 
the Alabama, whose departure from England our 
Government could not stop." 

The America was commanded by a Lieutenant Hudson, 
who— if my information be correct, and I have no 
doubt that it is— ^ was then, or had been just previously, 
a lieutenant in the American navy ; he was the son 
of a most distinguished officer in the same service. 
Captain Hudson. I am further informed that some 
doubts having arisen about the character of this ship, 
the American men-of-war in the diffidrent ports she 
called at protected her ; and, on her arrival in Russia, 
the captain who took her out was, I know, very hand- 
somely rewarded for his services. (Hear, hear.) Kow, 
I will go a step further about the Northern States. 
In 1861, just after the war broke out, a friend of mine, 
whom I have known for many years, was over here, 
and came to me with a view of getting vessels built in 
this country for the American Government — ^the 

VOL. II. Z 
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Northern Government. (Hear, hear.) Its agents in 
this country made inquiries; plans and estimates were 
given to my friend, and transmitted to the Secretary 
of the American navy. I will read an abstract from 
this gentleman's letter, dated the 30th of July, 1861. 
It is written from Washington, and states — 

" Since my arrival here I have had frequent inter- 
views with our ' Department of Naval Affairs,' and am 
happy to say that the Minister of the Navy is inclined 
to have an iron-plated ship built out of the country. 
(Hear, hear.) This ship is designed for a specific pur- 
pose, to accomplish a definite object. I send you here- 
with a memorandum handed me last evening from the 
department, with the request that I would send it to 
you by steamet^s msiil of to-morrow, and to ask your 
immediate reply, stating if you will agree to build 
such a ship as desired, how soon, and for how much, 
with such plans and specifications as you may deem it 
best to send me." 

(Loud cheens.) The extract from the memorandum 
states that "the ship is to be finished complete, with 
guns and everything appertaining.'^ (Renewed cheer- 
ing and laughter.) On the 14th of August I received 
another letter from the same gentleman, from which 
the following is an extract : — 

" I have this morning a note from the Assistant- 
Secretary of the Navy, in which he says, ' I hope your 
friends will tender for the t^o iron-plated steamers.' '* 
(Hear, hear.) After this, the firm with which I was 
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lately connected, liaving made contracts to a large ex* 
tent with other persons, stated that they were not in 
a position to undertake any orders to be done in so 
short a. time. This was the reply : — 

^* I sent your last letter, received yesterday, to the 
Secretary of the Nayy, who Vas very desirous to have 
you build the iron-plated or bomb-proof batteries, and 
I trust that he may yet decide to have you build one 
or more of the gunboats.'' 

(Loud cheers.) I think, perhaps, in the present state 
of the law in America, I shall not be asked to give the 
name of my correspondent (hear), but he is a gentleman 
of the highest respectability. If any honourable mem- 
ber wishes, I should have no hesitation in handing the 
whole correspondence, with the original letters, into 
the hands of you, sir, or the First Minister of the Grown, 
in strict confidence, because there are communications 
in these letters respecting the views of the American 
Grovemment which I certainly should not divulge, 
which I have not mentioned or alluded to before. But 
seeing that the American Qovemment are mft^lrJTig go 
much work about other parties, whom they charge with 
violating or evading the law, though in reality they 
have not done so, I think it only fair to state those 
facts. (Cheers.) As I said before, they are £ftots. 
(Hear, hear.) I do not feel at liberty to state those 
points to which I have referred, as being of a confi- 
dential character, but, if any honourable gentleman feels 
a doubt rc^rding the accuracy of what I have stated, 

z2 
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I shall feel liapp^ to place the documents in the hands 
of the Speaker, or of the First Minister of the Crown, 
when he will see that thej substantiate much more 
than I have stated. (Cheers.) I do not wish to occupy 
the house longer ; but I must say this, that to talk of 
freedom in a land like the Northern States of America 
is an absurdity. Almost every detective that can be 
got hold of in this country is employed. (Hear, hear.) 
I believe there are spies in my son's works in Birken- 
head, and in all the great establishments in the country. 
A friend of mine had detectives regularly on his track 
in consequence of some circumstances connected with 
fais vessels. If that be freedom, I think we had better 
remain in the position in which we now are. (Cheers 
and laughter.) In conclusion, I will allude to a remark 
'Which was made elsewhere last night — ^a remark, I 
presume, applying to me or to somebody else, which 
was utterly uncalled for. (Hear.) I have only to 
say that I would rather be handed down to posterity 
as the builder of a dozen Alabamas than as the man 
who applies himself deliberately to set class against 
class (loud cheers), and to cty up the institutions of 
another country, which, when they come to be tested, 
are of no value whatever, and which reduce liberty to 
an utter absurdity. (Cheers.) 
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No. IV. 

THE ENGAGEMENT WITH THE 

HATTERAS. 

From the Journal of an Officer of ilie ALABAMi^. 

Swnday, lliL — Fine moderate breeze from the east- 
ward. Bead Articles of War. Noon : Eighteen miles 
from Gralveston. As I write this some are discussing 
the probability of a fight before morning. 2.25 p.m. : 
Light breeze ; sail discovered by the look-out on the 
bow. Shortly after, three, and at last five, vessels 
were seen ; two of which were reported to be steamers. 
Every one delighted at the prospect of a fight, no 
doubt whatever existing as to their being war-vessels 
— ^blockaders we supposed. The watch below came on 
deck, and of their own accord began preparing the 
guns, &a, for action. Those whose watch it was on 
deck were engaged in getting the propeller ready for 
lowering ; others were bending a cable to a kedge and 
putting it over the bow — the engineers firing up for 
steam, officers looking to their side-arms, &c., and 
discussing the size of their expected adversary or adver- 
saries. At 2.30 shortened sail and tacked to the south- 
ward. 4 p.m. : A steamer reported standing out from 
the fleet towards us. Backed main-topsail and lowered 
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propeller. 4.50 : Everything reported ready for 
action. Chase bearing N.N.R, distant ten miles. 
Twilight set in about 5.45. Took in all sail. At 6.20 
beat up to quarters, manned the starboard battery, and 
loaded with fine second shell ; turned round, stood for 
the steamer, having previously made her out to be a 
two-masted side-wheel, of apparent 1200 tons, though 
at the distance she was before dark we could not form 
any correct estimate of her size, <S^. 

At 6.30 the strange steamer hailed and asked, 
" What steamer ia that 1" We replied (in order to be 
certain who he was), "Her Majesty's ship Petrel! 
What steamer is that 1" Two or three times we asked 
the question, until we heard, "This is the United 

States steamer ," not hearing the name. However, 

United States steamer was sufficient. Aa no doubt 
existed as to her character, we said, at 6.35, that this 
was the '^ Confederate States steamer, Alabama,'* ac- 
companying the last syllable of our name with a shell 
fired over him. The signal being given, the other 
guns took up the refrain, and a tremendous volley from 
our whole broadside given to him, eveiy shell striking 
his side, the shot striking being distinctly heard on 
board our vessel, and thus found that she was iron. 

The enemy replied, and the action became general. 
A most sharp spirited firing was kept up on both sides, 
our fellows peppering away as though the action de- 
pended on each individual. And so it did. Pistols 
and rifies were continually pouring from our quarter- 
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deck messengers most deadly, the distance daring 
the hottest of the fight not being more than forty 
yards ! It was a grand, though fearful sight, to see 
the guns belching forth, in the darkness of the nighty 
sheets of living flame, the deadly missiles striking the 
enemy with a force that we could fed. Then, when 
the shells struck her side, and especially the percussion 
ones, her whole side was lit up, and showing rents of 
five or six feet in length. One shot had just struck 
our smoke-stack, and wounding one man in the cheek, 
when the enemy ceased his firing, and fired a lee gun ; 
then a second, and a third. The order was given to 
''Cease firing." This was at 6.52. A tremendous 
cheering commenced, and it was not till everybody 
had cleared his throat to his own satisfiskction, that si- 
lence could be obtained. We then hailed him, and in 
reply he stated that he had surrendered, was on fire, 
and also that he was in a sinking condition. He then 
sent a boat on board, and surrendered the IT.S. gun- 
boat, Hatteras, nine guns, Lieutenant-Commander 
Blake, 140 men. Boats were immediately lowered 
and sent to his assistance, when an alarm was given 
that another steamer was bearing down for us. The 
boats were recalled and hoisted up, when it was found 
to be a false alarm. The order was given, and the 
boatswain and his mates piped '^ All hands out boats 
to save life ;" and soon the prisoners were transferred 
to our ship — the officers under guard on the quarter- 
deck, and the men in single irons. The boats were 
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then hoisted up, the battery run in and secured, and 
the main brace spliced. All hands piped down, the 
enemy*s vessel sunk, and we steaming quietly away 
by 8.30, all having been done in less than two hours. 
In fact, had it not been for our having the prisoners 
on board, we would have sworn nothing unusual had 
taken place — the watch below quietly sleeping in their 
hammocks. The conduct of our* men was truly com- 
mendable. No flurry, no noise — all calm and deter- 
mined. The coolness displayed by them could not be 
surpassed by any old veterans-— our chief boatswain's 
mate apparently in his glory. " Sponge!** '* Load with 
cartridge r—" Shell-fire seoondsr— " Bun outl"— 
" Well, down compressors P* — " Left, traverse !" — 
•' Well r— " Ready 1"—" Fire l"— '* That's into you !* 
— ** Damn you I that kills your pig !" — " That stops 
your wind !" &c, ^c., was uttered as each shot was 
beard to strike with a crash that nearly deafened yon. 
The other boatswain's mate 'seeming equally to enjoy 
the affidr. As he got his gun to bear upon the enemy, 
he would take aim, and banging away, would plug her, 
exclaiming, as each shot told — '' That's from the scum 
of England T — '' That's a British pill for you to swal- 
low !" the New York papers having once stated that 
our men were the ''scum of England." All other 
guns were served with equal precision. We were 
struck seven times ; only one man being hurt during 
the engagement, and he only receiving a flesh wound 
in the cheek. One shot struck under the counter^ 
penetrating as far as a timber, then glancing off; a 
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•eeond atrack the fannel ; a third going tbrougb the 
side, across the berth-deck, and into the opposite side ; 
another raising the deuce in the lamp-room j the others 
lodging in the ooal-banker& Taking a shell up and 
esiamiuing it, we found it filled with sand instead of 
powder. The enemy's fire was directed chiefly towards 
our Btem> the shots flying pretty quick over the quar- 
ter-deck, near to where our Captain was standing. As 
they came whizzing over him, he, with his usual cool- 
ness, would exclaim — '^ Give it to the rascals T* — ''Aim 
low, men T' — '' Don't be all night sinking that fellow I" 
when, for all or anything we knew, she might have 
been an iron-clad or a ram. 

On Commander Blake surrendering his sword, he 
said that " it was with deep regret he did it." Cap- 
tain Semmes smacked his lips and invited him down 
to his cabin. On Blake giving his rank to Captain 
Semmes, he gave up his state-room for Blake's special 
use, the rest of the officers being accommodated ac- 
cording to their rank in the ward-room and steerages, 
all having previously beei^ paroled, the crew being 
placed on the berth-deck, our men sleeping anywhere, 
so that the prisoners might take their places. Of 
the enemy's loss we could obtain no correct accounts, 
a diflerence of seventeen being in their number of 
killed, the Hatteras having on board men she was going 
to transfer to other ships. Their acknowledged loss was 
only two killed and seven wounded. A boat had been 
lowered just before the action to board us ; as we an- 
ticipated, (and learnt afterwards, it pulled in for the 
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fleet and reached Galyeeton. From conversation with 
her First-Lieutenant, I learnt that as soon as we 
gave our name and our first broadsides, the whole 
after division on board her left the guns, apparently 
paralyzed; it was some time before they recovered 
themselves. The conduct of one of her officers was 
cowardly and disgraceful in the extreme. Some of 
our shells went completely through her before ex- 
ploding, others burst inside her, and set her on fire 
in three places. One went through her engines, 
completely disabling her ; another exploding in her 
steam chest, scalding all within reach* Thus was 
fought, twenty-eight miles from Clalveston, a battle, 
though small, yet the first yard arm action between two 
steamers at sea. She was only inferior in weight of 
metal— her guns being nine in number, viz. four thirty- 
two pounders, two rifled thirty pounders, carrying 
601b. shot (conical), one rifled twenty pounder, and a 
couple of small twelve pounders. On account of the 
conflicting statements made by her officers, we could 
never arrive at a correct estimate of her crew. Our 
prisoners numbered seventeen officers, one hundred and 
one seamen. We further learnt that the Hatteras 
was one of seven vessels sent to recapture Galveston, 
it being (although unknown to us) in ihe possession 
of our troops. We also found that the flag-ship 
Brooklyn, twenty-two guns, and the Oneida, nine gam, 
sailed in search of us. By their account of the course 
they steered they could not ML to have seen u& 
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No. V. 

THE ALABAMA IN TABLE BAT. 

[From the Cape Argvs^l 

August 6th, 1868. 

Yesterday, at almost noon, a steamer from the 
northward was made down from the signal-post, 
Lion's-hUL The Governor had, on the previous day, 
received a letter from Oaptain Semmes, dated Saldanha 
Bay, informing his Exoellenpy that the gallant captain 
had pnt his ship into Baldanha Bay for repairs. This 
letter had been' made public in the morning, and had 
caused no little excitement. Cape Town, that has been 
more than dull, — that has been dismal for months, 
thinking and talking of nothing but bankruptcies — 
bankruptcies fraudulent and bankruptcies unavoid- 
able — ^was now all astir, full of life and motion. The 
stoep of the Commercial Exchange was crowded with 
merchants, knots of citizens were collected at the 
corner of every street ; business was almost, if not 
altogether suspended. All that could be gleaned, in 
addition to the information in Captain Semmes' letter 
to the Governor, a copy of which was sent to the 
United States Consul immediately it was received, 
was that the schooner Atlas had just returned from 
Malagas Island, where she had been with water and 
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vegetables for men collecting guanos there. Captain 
Boyce, the master of the Atlas, reported that he had 
himself actually seen the steamer Alabama; a boat 
from the steamer had boarded his vessel, and he had 
been on board her. His report of Captain Semmes 
corroborated that given by every one else. He said 
the Captain was most courteous and gentlemanly. He 
asked Captain Boyoe to land thirty prisoners for him 
in Table Bay, with which request Captain Boyce 
was unable to comply. Captain Semmes said that the 
Florida was also a short distance off the Cape, and 
that the Alabama, when she had completed her repairs, 
and was cleaned and painted, would pay Table Bay a 
visit. He expected to be there, he said, veiy nearly 
as soon as the Atlas. 

Shortly after the Atlas arrived, a boat brought up 
some of the prisoners from Saldanha Bay, and amongst 
them one of the crew of the Alabama, who said he 
had left the ship. All these waited on the United 
States Consul, but were unable to give much informa* 
tion beyond what we had already received. The news 
that the Alabama was coming into Table Bay, and 
would probably arrive about four o'clock this after- 
noon, added to the excitement. About noon a steamer 
from the north-west was made known by the signal- 
man on the hill. Could this be the Alabama ? or was 
it the Hydaspes, from India, or the Lady Jocelyn, 
from England 1 All three were now hourly expected, 
and the dty was in doubt. Just after one it was made 
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down, ''confederate steameb Alabama, f&o:^ thb 

K.W., AND FEDERAL BARQUE FROM THE S-E.** Here waS 

to be a oapture by the celebrated Confederate crafb, 
close to the entrance of Table Bay. The inhabitants 
rushed off to get a sight. Crowds of people ran up the 
Lion's-hill, and to the Kloof-road. All the cabs were 
chartered — every one of them ; there was no cavilling 
about &re8 ; the cabs were taken, and no questions 
asked, but orders were given to drive as hard as pos- 
sible. The barque coming in from the south-east, and, 
as the signalman made down, five miles off; the 
steamer, coming in from the north-west, eight mUes 
off, led us to think that the Kloof-road was the best 
place for a full view. To that place we directed our 
Jehu to drive furiously. We did the first mile in a 
short time ; but the Kloof-hill for the next two and-a- 
half miles is up-hill work. The horse jibbed, so we 
pushed on on foot as fast as possible, and left the cab 
to come on. When we reached the summit, we could 
only make out a steamer on the horizon, from eigh- 
teen to twenty miles off. This could not be the 
Alabama, unless she was making off to sea again. 
There was no barque. As soon as our cab reached the 
crown of the hill, we set off at a breakneck pace down 
the hill, on past the Roundhouse till we came near 
Brighton, and as we reached the comer, there lay the 
Alabama within fifty yards of the unfortunate Yankee. 
As the Yankee came round from the south-east, and 
about five miles from the bay, the steamer came down 
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upon her. . The Yankee was evidently taken by sur- 
prise. The Alabama fired a gun, and brought her to. 
When first we got sight of the Alabama, it was diffi- 
cult to make out what she was doing ; the barque's head 
had been put about, and the Alabama lay off quite 
immovable, as if she were taking a sight at the ^' var- 
mint !" The weather was beautifallj calm and clear, 
and the sea was as smooth and transparent as a sheet 
of glass. The barque was making her way slowly from 
the steamer, with every bit of her cai^vas spread. The 
Alabama, with her steam off, appeared to be letting 
tl^e barque get clear off What could this mean 1 No 
one understood. It must be the Alabama. ^' There," 
said the spectators, ** is the Oonfederate flag at her 
peak ; it must be a Federal barque, too, for there are 
the Stars and the Stripes of the States flying at her 
^lain• What could the Alabama mean lying there^ 

" As idly as a painted ship 
Upon a painted ocean." 

What it meant was soon seen. Like a cat watching 
and playing with a victimized mouse. Captain Semmes 
permitted his prize to draw off a few yards, and he 
then up steam again, and pounced upon her. She first 
sailed round the Yankee from stem to stem, and stem 
to stem again. The way that fine, saucy, rakish crafb 
was handled was worth riding a hundred miles to see. 
She went round the barque like a toy, making a com- 
plete circle, and leaving an even maipn of water 
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between herself and her prize of not more than twenty 
yard& From the hill it appeared as if there were no 
water at all between the two vessek. This done, she 
sent a boat with the prize crew off, took possession in 
the name of the Confederate States, and sent the 
barque off to sea. The Alabama then made for the 
port. 

We came round the Kloof to visit Captain Semmes 
on board. As we came we found the heights over- 
looking Table Bay covered with people ; the road to 
Green Point lined with cabs. The windows of the 
villas at the bottom of the hill were all thrown up^ 
and ladies waved their handkerchiefs, and one and all 
joined in the general enthusiasm ; over the -quarries, 
along the Malay burying-ground, the QallowsHill, and 
the beach, there were masses of people — nothing but 
a sea of heads as far as the eye could reach. Along 
Strand Street and Adderley Street the roofs of all the 
houses from which Table Bay is overlooked, were made 
available as standing-places for people who could not 
get boats to go off to her. The central, the north, the 
south, and the coaling jetties, were all otowded* At 
the central jetty it was almost impossible to force one's 
way through to get a boat. However, all in good time, 
we 'did get a boat, and went off in the midst of dingies, 
cargo-boats, gigs and wherries, all as full as they could 
hold. Nearly all the city was upon the bay ; the 
rowing clubs in uniform palled off with &yoared mem- 
bers of their respective dubs on board. The crews 



352 APPENDIX, NO. V. 

feathered their oars in doable-quick time, and their 
•pulling, our ^' stroke*' declared,' was ^* a caution, and no 
mistake.'' Just before getting alongside, we passed 
Captain Wilson in the port-boat, who told us that the 
prize taken was the Sea Bride, and that there^was no 
difficulty in hearing from Captain Semmes himself the 
whole story of the capture. We passed the Federal 
barque Urania at ber anchorage, and that ship, disre- 
gardful of the piivateer, sported all her bunting with 
becoming pluck. The Stars and Stripes floated de- 
fiantly from her mizen-peak, and her name from her 
main. On getting alongside the Alabama, we found 
about a dozen boats before us, and we had not been on 
board five minutes before she was surrounded by nearly 
every boat in Table Bay, and as boat after boat arrived, 
three hdarty cheers were given for Captain Semmes 
and his gallant privateer. This, upon the part of a 
neutral people, is, perchance, wrong j but we are not 
arguing a case— we are recording facts. Tliey did 
cheer, and cheer with a will too. It was not^ perhaps, 
taking the view of either side, Federal or Confederate, 
but in admiration of the skill, pludk, and .daring of 
the Alabama, her captain, and her crew, who now 
afford a general theme of admiration for the world all 
over. 

Visitors were received by the officers of the ship 
most courteously, and without distinction, and the 
officers conversed freely and unreservedly of their ex* 
ploits. There was nothing like brag in their manner 
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•of answering questions put to them. They are as fine 
and gentlemanly a set of fellows as ever we saw ; most 
of them young men. The ship has been so frequently 
described, that most people know what she is like, as 
we do who have seen her. We should have known 
her to be the Alabama if we had boarded her in the 
midst of the ocean, with no one to introduce us to 
each other. Her guns alone are worth going off* 
to see, and everything about her speaks highly for the 
seamanship and discipline of the commander and his 
officers. She has a very large crew, fine, lithe-looking 
fellows, the very picture of English men-of-war's 
men. 

The second officer told us that it was the Sea Bride 
they had captured, and pointed out her captain, who 
«tood aft conversing with a number of people who had 
gathered round him. " This, sir," said the officer, ^' is 
our fifty-sixth capture; we have sent her off with 
about ten of our men as a crew, and we left a few of 
her own men on board of her." We asked him how- 
he liked Saldanha Bay, and his answer was, '' It is a 
charming place. Why did you not build Cape Town 
there T Our answer was, ^* Because we never do any- 
thing properly at the Cape." " Ah, sir I" he said ; 
** that is a great mistake to leave so fine a bay without 
harbour conveniences. It is a great deal better than 
Table Bay. We enjoyed ourselves capitally there, 
liad some good shooting ; one of us shot an ostrich, a 
£ne fellow, but he got away. Unfortunately, we lost 
VOL. II. A A 
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one of our officers there— one whom we all respected 
—as fine an officer as ever trod this ship's deck. BE& 
iras in a boat in the baj, shooting wild-fowl ; he drew 
Ids gun towards him, the barrel in his hand ; the 
trigger caught, the charge passed through his long, 
and his only dying words were, ' Oh, me !' and he fell 
back a corpse. But for that circumstance, we should 
always remember Saldanha Bay with pleasure. The 
gun was within an inch of his breast when it went o£" 
After this melancholy recital, we walked across to 
get a little chat with the prisoner so recently captured. 
He is a superior man, and spoke of the loss of his ship< 
in the spirit of a philosopher. He was leaning against 
a|[rail jnwt opposite the cabin. " What dan't be cured 
must be endured," said he. In ansWer to our remark,, 
that an hour more woald hare saved him, he said-^ 
^ Yesy it would ; I had no^ the remotest idea of a cap- 
ture at this end of the world. I never supposed that 
she was in this directiiHi. X was in my cabin washing,^' 
said he, " and my mate came down and said there was a 
steamer in sight. ' Capital T I said ; ' it is the English 
mail-steamer; I shall be just in time for my letters.' 
He went iip again, and shortly returning, said, ' She 
is going to hail us.' ^ Hail us !' I said ; ^ what the 
deuce can she want to hail us for V and I went on 
deck. I looked at that ({)ointing to the Confederate 
£ag), and I soon saw who we were fUling into the 
hands of. I said, ' Good-bye, mate ; we shall not be long 
here.' This, sir," he went on to say, "is the second 
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time I have been captured coming to the Cape. I left 
"Sew York in the M. J. Galcon, and was captui*ed hy 
the Florida in 33"" West and between 28'' and 29'^ 
North. I went home all right, and left New York 
again on the 28th of May, direct for the Cape." This 
gentieman's name is Mr. H. Spaling. 

The next we had an opportanity of conversing with 
was the chief officer. This gentleman who, by the 
way, stands six feet four out of his shoes, showed us 
round his ship with just pride. He pointed out to us 
the peculiar qualities of the magnificent guns. One of 
Blakeley's lifle pieces is a terrible-looking weapon. It 
throws conical shells of a hundredweight ; and he re- 
marked, " When we fought the- Hatteras, these conical 
shells struck one after the other in capital style ; they 
exploded with magnific^it effect, and lit up her whole 
broadside." Many of the captured crew we observed 
in irons. 

We were now introduced to Captain Semmes, who 
np to this time had been engaged in the cabin with 
Mr. W. J. Anderson, of Anderson, Saxon, and Co., 
npon the subject of supplies, which are to be provided 
by the firm. We received a very cordial greeting from 
the gallant gentleman, who remarked that at Bahia, 
and indeed everywhere he had been, both his officers 
and himself had received very great attention from the 
Engb'sh residents. We had always concluded that 
Captain Semmes, of the Powhattan, a fine steamer be- 
longing to the States, to whom we were introduced 
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Bome years since by the late Mr. D. M. Huckins; 
American Consul, was the captain of the Sumter and 
Alabama; but we found we were mistaken, and on 
remarking this to the captain, he said, ** Captain 
Semmes of the Powhattan is of the same family as 
myself — he is indeed my cousin ; but he was bom in 
the North, his interests are all there, and he remains 
in the Federal serrice." Having desired us to take a 
seat, he said he should be happy to give us any infor- 
mation in his power ; he had no secrets, and bade us 
take notes if we wished so to do. He then informed 
us that he had taken fifteen ships since he left Bahia. 
We told him that Captain Bartlett, of the ship For- 
tune, stated that on the 2nd of July he saw a ship on 
fire. Our readers will recollect that the particulars 
were given in a paragraph immediately after the For- 
tuna arrived. It was as follows :—'' On the 2nd of 

I 

July, Captain Bartlett saw some smoke rising up on 
the horizon, which he supposed to be the smoke from 
a steamer. Later in the day, however, a strong reflec-^ 
tion of light was t^een in the sky, and which the cap- 
tain at once believed to be a ship on fire. All hands 
were then called up ' to bout ship,' and they stood to- 
wards the spot from whence the light proceeded. This 
was about six o'clock j and at two o'clock on the 
morning of the 3rd July, and in lat. 25° 57' South,: 
and in long. 38° 20' West, the Fortuna ran up within 
forty yards of a large vessel of 800 or 1000 tons, which 
was enveloped in one mass of fiamefrom stem to stern. 
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Nothing remained of her bat her hull ; the whole of 
her rigging, masts, and decks had already been con- 
sumed. As the Fortuna ran towards the wreck, an- 
i>ther vessel— the Oaks — Abound to Calcutta, joined 
her, and the two vessels spoke one another. From 
what Captain Bartlett could make out, the captain of 
the Oaks told him that in the evening, about half-past 
six, an English man-of-war had passed him, and whilst 
passing she fired two guns, from which it was concluded 
that the crew of the burning vessel had been rescued 
bj the man-of-war/' Captain Semmes said Captaifi 
Bartlett was quite right in supposing that the ship 
had been set on fire by himsel£ She was the Annie 
F. Schmidt, from New York to San Francisco, with a , 
general cargo on board ; but the supposition of the 
man-of-war coming to the rescue of the crew was a 
mistake. ''We set her on fire in the night,*' said 
Captain Semmes, '' and shortly after we had done so^ 
we heard a couple of guns. We thought it was an- 
other Yankee, and we up steam, and fired a gun 
for her to heave-to. On coming alongside her, we found 
she was Her Majesty's frigate Bido. ' We did not take 
her, sir,' said the captain, with a laugh ; ' in fiau^t, we 
never attempt to take any of Her Majesty's frigates.* ^ 
We said we would mention that, and we do, a» 
Captain Semmes's last. " The Dido people," he went 
<m to say, " asked us if we had set the ship on fire, and 
I answered we had, and had got the crew safe on 
board. ' All right !' was the answer, and we parted* 
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She was a Tessel of about 1000 tons.*' We asked 
Captain Semmes if he could give us the names of the 
vessels he had captured. He answered that he could* 
'''For,'* he said, ''you English people wont be neigh- 
bourly enough to let me bring my prizes into your 
ports, and get them condemned, so that I am obliged 
to sit here a court of myself, try every case, and con* 
demn the ships I take. The European powers, I see, 
some of them complain of my burning the ships; 
but what, if they will preserve such strict neutrality 
as to keep me out of their ports, what am I to do 
with these ships when I take them but bum them ?" 
He then fetched his record books, and we took the 
following down from his lips : — '' The ships we have 
captured were — the Ocmulgee, of 400 tons, thirty-two 
men on board ; we burned her. The Alert, a whaler 
of 700 tons ; we burned her. The whaling schooner 
Weathergauge ; we burned her. The whaling brig 
Altamaha ; we burned her. The whaling ship Ben- 
jamin Tucker ; we burned her. The whaling schooner 
Courser ; we burned her. The whaling barque Vir- 
ginia ; we burned her. The barque Elisha Dunbar, a 
whaler ; we burned her. The ship Brilliant, with 
1000 tons of graiu on board ; we burned her. The 
Emily Famum we captured and released as a cartel, 
and having so many prisoners we put some of them on 
board her, and sent them off. The Wave Crest^ with 
a general cargo on board for Europe, we set on fire. 
The Dunkirk brig, with a general cai^o on board, we 
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tmnaed. T]>e ship Tonawanda we captured, with « 
valuable freight on board, and released her, after taking 
Ik bond i<a a thousand dollars. The ship Manchestexv 
with a cargo of grain, we burned. The barqne Lamp- 
lighter, with an assorted oaigo for Europe, we burned. 
The barque La&yette, with an assorted cargo, w« 
burned. The schooner Crenshaw, with an assorted 
cargo for the West Indies, we burned. The barque 
Lauretta, with an assorted cargo on board for Europe, 
we burned. The brig Baron « de Oustiiie we took a 
bond for and released. The whaling ship Levi Star- 
buck we burned. The T. B. Wales, from Calcutta U^ 
Boston, with a valuable cargo on boards we burned. 
The barque Martha, from Calcutta to West Indies, 
with an assorted cargo, we burned. The schooner 
Union we, after boarding, found had some English 
property on boards and we released her on bond. 
The mail steamer Ariel, running betweea New York 
and Aspinwall, we captured. Unfortunately she was 
going, not returning, or we should have had a lot of 
gold. We released her on bond. The United States 
gunboat Hatteras, who came out to fight us, had the 
same number of guns and crew. Our guns were a 
little heavier than hers, but we equalized them by 
permitting her to fight us at 300 yards. We sunk 
her in thirteen minutes by the watch. The barque 
Golden Bule, with an assorted cargo^ we burned. She 
belonged to the same company as the Ariel. The 
brig Chaatelaioe we burned. The schooner Palmetto 
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we burned. The barque Olive Jane we burned. The^ 
Golden Eagle, laden with guano, we burned. The 
Washington, from the Pacific, with guano, we released 
on boL*d. The Bethia Thayer, from East India, with 
a valuable cargo on board, was released on bond. The 
John A. Parker, with flour and lumber, from Boston 
to Buenos Ayres, we burned. The Pnnjaub, from 
East India, we found to have some English cargo on 
board, we released on bond. The ship Morning Star 
we released on bond. The whaling schooner King- 
fisher we burned. The ship Nora, from Liverpool to- 
West Indies, with salt on board, we burned. The- 
barque Lafayette we burned. The whaling brig Kate- 
Cory we burned. The whaling barque Kye we 
burned. The Charles Hall, from Liverpiool, with coal, 
we burned. 

"The ship Louisa Hatch, from Cardiff to West^ 
Indies, we burned. The ship Dorcas Prince, with a 
general cargo, we burned. The ship Sea Lark, with a 
general cargo from the East Indies, we burned. The 
barque Union Jack, from Boston to Shanghai, we 
burned. We captured a Yankee consul on board of 
her j he was on his way to Foochin ; we landed him 
at the Brazils. The ship Gildersliene, from New 
York to the East Indies, we burned. The barque 
Justina we released on bond, to take home prisoners. 
The ship Jabez Snow, from New York to the East 
Indies, we burned. The barque Amazonian, from Bos- 
ton to Buenos Ayres, we burned. The ship Talisman^ 
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from New York to the East Indies, we burned. The 
barque Conrad, fitted up as a Federal cruiser, a tender 
to a man-of-war, we captured and burned. After 
these came the Anna F. Schmidt, mentioned before, 
and the Sea Bride — and the Sea Bride you saw us take 
to-day. The estimated value of these captures is 
4,200,000 dollars." 

The American consul, Mr. Graham, has handed to 
his Excellency the Governor a protest against the 
capture of the Sea Bride, on the ground that the 
vessel was in British waters at the time of her being 
stopped by the Alabama. His Excellency told Mr. 
Graham that the decision of the case remained purely 
on evidence, bat he would see there was no breach of 
neutrality. The Captain of the Sea Bride says he is 
prepared to show by bearings that he was within two 
and a-half miles of Kobben Island. 
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COBRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE 

TUSCALOOSA. 

Bear'Admiral Sir JB, Walker to the SecreUkry to 
the Admiralty. August 19, 1863. 

I b^ 70a will be pl€aaed to aequamt my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty with the followiug 
particulars relative to the proceedings of the Con- 
federate States ships of war Alabama, her reported 
tender Tuscaloosa, and the Creorgia, which have 
recently arrived at the Cape of Good Hope. 

2. On the 28th of July an English schooner arrived 
in Table Bay, and reported that on the previous day 
she had been boarded by the Confederate steamer 
Alabama, fifteen miles north-west of Green Point. 
After some inquiries the Alabama left her, steering 
south-east 

3. Upon the receipt of this intelligence I ordered 
Captain Forsyth, of the Valorous, to hold himsdf in 
readiness to proceed to any of the ports in this Colony 
where the Alabama might anchor, in order to preserve 
the rules of strict neutrality. 

4. By a letter addressed to the Governor of this 
Colony by Captain Semmes, copy of which was tde^ 
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graphed to me on the 4th instant, it appears that the 
Alabama had proceeded to Saldauha Bay for a few 
days, anchoring there on the 29th of July. 

5. On the 5th instant I received a private telegram 
to the effect that the Alabama was off Table Bay, 
when I directed the Valorous immediately to proceed 
to that anchorage ; and shortly afterwards a telegram 
reached me fi'om the Governor stating ''that the 
Alabama had captured a vessel (American), which 
was in sight, and steering for Table Bay.*' The Valo- 
rous reached that Bay at 10.15 p.m., where the' Alabama 
had anchored at 3 o'clock in the afternoon of the same 
day. 

6. Captain Forsyth having informed me that the 
tender to the Alabama had been ordered by Captain 
Semmes to Simon's Bay for provisions, and having 
learnt that this vessel had been captured off the coast 
of BrazD, and not been condemned in any Priie Court, 
I had doubts as to the legality of considering her in 
the light of a tender, being under the impression that 
it was a ruse to dicfguise the real character of the vessel. 
I therefore wrote to the Governor to obtain the opinion 
of the Attomey-Creneral of the Colony upon this sub- 
ject, which correspondence is inclosed. 

7. On the 8th of August the tender Tuscaloosa, a 
sailing-barque, arrived in Simon's Bay, and the board- 
ing officer having reported to me that her original 
cargo of wool was still on board, I felt that there were 
gi'ounds for doubting her real character, and again 
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called the Governor's attention to this circamstanoe. 
My letter and his reply are annexed. And I would 
here beg to submit to their Lordships' notice that this 
power of a captain of a ship of war to constitute every 
prize he may take a '^ tender/' appears to me to be 
likely to lead to abuse and evasion of the laws of strict 
neutrality, by being used as a means fcHr bringing 
prizes into neutral ports for disposal of their cargoes, 
and secret arrangements — which arrangements, it must 
be seen, could afterwards be eerily carried out at 
isolated places. 

8. The Alabama, after lying three days in Table 
Bay, came to this anchorage to caulk and refit. She 
arrived here on the 9th, and sailed again on the l^th 
instant. Captain Semmes was guarded in his conduct, 
and expi^essed himself as most anxious not to violate 
the neutrality of these waters. 

9. I should observe that, from the inclosed copy of a 
letter from Captain Forsyth to the Governor, it would 
appear that the vessel Sea Bride, taken by the Alabama 
off Table Bay, was beyond the jurisdiction of neutral 
territory. 

10. During his passage to this port Captain Semmes 
chased another American vessel, the Martha Wentzel, 
standing in for Table Bay. On my painting out to him 
that he had done to in neutral waters, he assured me 
that it was quite unintentional, and, being at a dktaace 
from the land, he did not observe that he bad got within 
three miles of an imaginary line drawn £rom the Cape 
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of Good Hope to Cape HaDglip, but on discovering it 
be did no^t detain tbe vesseU Tbis explanation I con- 
sidered sufficient. 

11. Tbe tender Tuscaloosa, baviug been detained by 
a strong south-easter, got under way for tbe purpose of 
going to sea on the 14tb instant, but anchored again a 
little distance from the Roman Bock lighthouse in 
consequence of thick fog prevailing. 

12. The Alabama did not take in tgiy co^l, either 
here or at Table Bay, bat after being caulked she pro* 
oeeded to sea on the 15th instant, followed by the Tus-^ 
caloosa. Their destinations are unknown. 

13. On the 16th instant, the Confederate States 
steamer Georgia, Commander Maury, anchored in this 
Bay. She requires, coal, proviision, and caulking. 
This vessel did not meet the Alabama outside. 

14. The Florida, another Confederate States 
steamer, is reported to be off this coast, probably 
cruising to intercept the homeward-bound American 
ships from China; indeed, it is with that object 
these ships are on this part of the Station. 

15. I have learnt, since the departure of the Ala- 
bama, and her so-called tender, that overtures were 
made by some parties in Cape Town to purchase the 
cargo of wool, but, being unsatisfactory, they were 
not accepted. It is reported to be Captain Semmes* 
intention to destroy the Tuscaloosa at sea. ' 

16. The Alabama is a steamer of about 900 tons, with 
8 guns^ and 150 men. The Georgia is an iron steamer 
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» 
of about 700 Umn, with 5 guns, and 110 meD. The 

Tuscaloosa is a sailing-barque of 500 tons, having 2 

small guns and 10 men. 

Captain SemmeSy CJS.^., to Governor Sir P, 
Wodehouae. August I, 1863. 

An opportunity is offered me by the coasting 
schooner Atlas, to communicate with the Cape, of 
which I promptly avail myself 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency that I 
arrived in this bay on Wednesday morning last, for the 
« purpose of effecting some necessary repairs* Ab soon 
as these repairs can be completed I will proceed to sea, 
and in the meantime your Excellency may rest assured 
that I will pay the strictest attention to the neutrality 
of your Gk)vernment. 

Bear'AdmircU Sir B, Walker to Governor Sir P. 
Wodeliouse. August 7, 1863. 

Captain Forsyth having informed me that the Ala- 
bama has a tender outside captured by Captain Semmes 
on the coast of America, and commissioned by one of 
the Alabama's Lieutenants, and as this vessel has been 
ordered into Simon's Bay for provisions, may I request 
your Excellency will be good enough to obtain the 
opinion of thd Law Officers whether this vessel onght 
still to be looked upon in the light of a prize, she never 
having been condemned in a Prize Court ; the instruc- 
tions, copy of which I inclose, strictly forbidding 
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prizes captured by either of the coDtending parties in 
Korth America being admitted into our ports. 

Governor Sir P, Wodehaiue to Rewt^AdmiraL Sir 
B. Walker. August 8, 1863. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Excellency's letter of yesterday's date, and to 
inclose the copy of an opinion given by the Acting 
Attorney-General to the effect that the vessel to which 
you refer ought to bo regarded as a tender and not as 
aprizft 

I shall take care to submit this question to Her 
Majesty's Government by the next mail, but in the 
meantime I conclude that your Excellenqy will be pre- 
pared to act on the opinion of the Attorney-General 
in respect to any vessels which may enter these ports 
in the character of prizes converted into ships of war 
by the officers of the navy of the Confederate States. 

JExtracte from " Wl^eatorCa ElerketUs of International 

Law.'^ 

What constitutes a setting forth a^ a vessel of war 
has been determined by the British Courts of Prize^ in 
cases arising under the clause in the Act of Parliament^ 
which may serve for the interpretation of our own 
law, as the provisions are the same in both. Thus it 
has been settled that where a ship was originally armed 
for the Slave Trade, and after capture an additional 
number of men were put on board, but there was no 
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commisBion of war and no additional arming, it was 
not a setting forth as a vessel of war under the Act. 
But a commission of war is decisive if there be guns 
on board, and where the vessel after the capture has 
been fitted out as a privateer, it is conclusive against 
her, although, when recaptured, she is navigating as a 
mere merchant-ship ; for where the former character 
of a captured vessel had been obliterated by her con- 
version into a ship of war, the Legislature meant to 
look no further, but considered the title of the former 
owner for ever extinguished. Where it appeared that 
the vessel had been engaged in a military service of 
the enemy, under the direction of his Minister of the 
Marine, it was held as a sufficient proof of a setting 
forth as a vessel of war ; so where the vessel is armed, 
and is employed in the public military service of the 
enemy by those who have competent authority so to 
employ it, although it be not regularly commissioned. 
But the mere employment in the enemy's military 
service is not sufficient ; but if there be a fair sem- 
blance of authority, in the person directing the vessel 
to be so employed, and nothing upon the &ce of the 
proceedings to invalidate it, the Court will presume 
that he is duly authorized ; and the commander of a 
single ship may be presumed to be vested with this 
authority as commander of a squadron. 
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EecMr-Admiral Sir B, Walker to Governor Sir P. 
Wodehouae. August 8, 1863. 

I have tbe honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Excellency's letter of this day's date, covering the 
-written opinion of the Acting Attomey-Oeneral of 
this Colony as to the legality of the so-called tender 
to the Confederate States armed ship Alabama, and 
for which I beg to express my thanks. 

The yessel in question, now called the Tuscaloosa, 
arrived here this evening, and the boarding officer 
fcdrn my flag-ship obtained the following informa- 
tion : — 

That she is a barque of 500 tons, with two small 
rifled 12-pounder guns and ten men, and was captured 
by the Alabama on the Slst June last, off the coast 
df Brazil : cargo of wool still on board. 

The admission of this vessel into port will, I fear, 
open the door for numbers of vessels captured under 
similar circumstances being denominated tenders, with 
a view to avoid the prohibition contained in the Queen's 
instructions ; and I would observe that the vessel Sea 
Bride captured by the Alabama off Table Bay a few 
days since, or all other prizes, might be in like ihanner 
styled tenders, making the prohibition entirely null 
and void. 

I apprehend that to bring a captured vessel under the 
denomination of a vessel of war, she must be fitted for 
warlike purposes, and not merely have a few men and 
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two small guns put on board ^er (in &ct nothing but 
a prize crew) in order to disguise ber real character as 
a prize. 

Now this Tessel has her original cargo of wool still 
on board, which cannot be required for warlike pur- 
poses, and her armament and the number of her crew 
are quite insufficient for any services other than those 
of slight defence. 

Viewing all the circumstances of the case, they 
afford room' for the supposition that the vessel is styled 
a " tender" with the object of avoiding the prohibition 
against her entrance as a prize into our ports, where, 
if the captors wished, arrangements could be made for 
the disposal of her valuable cargo, the transhipment of 
which, your Excellency will not Ml to see, might be 
readily effected on any part of the coast beyond the 
limits of this Colony. • 

My sole object in calling your Excellency's attention 
to the case, is to avoid any breach of strict neutrality.^ 

Governor Sir P. Wodehome to Eear-Admiral S^ 
B. Walher. August 10, 1863. 

I have the honoxu* to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Excellency's letter of the 8th instant^ on which 
I have consulted the Acting Attorney-General. 

The information given respecting the actual condi- 
tion of the Tuscaloosa is somewhat defective, but refer- 
ring to the extract from Wheaton transmitted in mf 
last letter, the Attorney-General is of opinion that if 
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tb^ vessel received the two guns from the Alabama or 
other Oonfederate vessel of war, or if the person in 
command of her has a commission of war, or if she be 
commanded by an officer of the Confederate navy, in 
any of these Cases there will be a sufficient setting 
forth as a vessel of war to justify her being held to 
be a ship of war ; if all of these points be decided in 
the negative, she must be held to be only a prize, and 
ordered to leave forthwith. 

Rewr-AdrnwraL Sir B, Walker to Governor Sir P. 
Wodehouse, August 11, 1863. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Excellency's letter dated yesterday respecting the 
Confederate barque Tuscaloosa now in this bay. 

As there are two guns on board, and an officer of 
the Alabama in charge of her^ the vessel appears to 
come within the meaning of the cases cited in your 
above-mentioned communication. 

Governor Sw P. E. Wodehouse to the Dvke of Newcastle, 

August 19, 1863. 
(Extract) 

I beg to take this opportunity of making your 
Grace acquainted with what has occurred here in con- 
nection with the visit of the Confederate States 
steamer Alabama. 

Chi Tuesday, the 4th instant, I received a letter 
from the Commander of that vessel, dated the 1st 
August, at Saldanha Bay, announcing his having 
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entered that bay with a view to effecting certain 
repairs, and stating that he would put to sea as soon 
as thej were completed, and would strictly respect 
our neutrality. 

When this intelligence was received, the United 
States Consul called on me to seize her, or at any rate 
to send her away instantly ; but as the vessel which 
brought the news reported that the Alabama was 
coming immediately to Table Bay, I replied that I 
could not seize her, but would take care to enforce the 
observance of the neutral regulations. 

On the next day, about noon, it was reported from 
the signal station that the Alabama was steering for 
Table Bay from the north, and that a Federal barque 
was coming in from the westward ; and soon after, 
that the latter had been captured and put about. A 
little after 2 f.h. the United States Consul called to 
state that he had seen the capture effected within 
British waters ; when I told him he must make his 
statement in writing, and an investigation should be 
made. I also, by telegram, immediately requested 
the Naval Commander-in-Chief to send a ship of war 
from Simon's Bay. The Alabama, leaving her prize 
outside, anchored in the bay 3.30 p.il, when Captain 
Semmes wrote to me that he wanted supplies and 
repairs, as well as permission to land thirty-three 
prisoners. After communicating with the United 
States Consul, I authorized the latter, and called upon 
him to state the nature and extent of his wants, that 
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I might be enabled to judge of the time he ought to 
remain in the port. The same afternoon he promised 
to send the next morning a list of the stores needed, 
and announced his intention of proceeding with all 
dispatch to Simon's Bay to effect his repairs there. 
The next morning (August 6th) the Paymaster called 
on me with the merchant who was to furnish the 
supplies^ and I granted him leave to stay till noon of 
the 7th. 

On the night of the 5th, Her Majesty's ship 
Valorous had come round from Simon's Bay. During 
the night of the 6th the weather became un£Eiyourable ; 
a vessel was wrecked in the bay, and a heavy sea pre- 
vented the Alabama from receiving her supplies by 
the time arranged. On the morning of the 8th, 
Captain Forsyth, of the Valorous, and the Port Captain, 
by my desire, pressed on Captain Semmea the necessity 
for his leaving the port without any unnecessary 
delay ; when he pleaded the continued heavy sea and 
the absence of his cooking apparatus, which had been 
sent on shore for repairs, and had not been returned 
by the tradesman at the time appointed, and inti- 
mated his own anxiety to get away. Between 6 and 
7 A«K., on Sunday, the 9th, he sailed, and on his way 
round to Simon's Bay captured another vessel ; but oa 
finding that she was in neutral waters, immediately 
released her. 

In the meantime, the United States Consul had, 
on the 5th August, addressed to me a written stat^ 
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nient tliat the Federal barque Sea Bride liad been 
taken *^ about four miles from the nearest land," and 
'^ already in British waters f on which I promised 
immediate inquiry. The next day the Oonsnl repeated 
his protest, supporting it by an affidavit of the master 
of the prize, which he held to show that she had been 
taken about two miles and a half from the land ; and 
the agent for the United States undorwriters, on the 
same day, made a similar protest. On the 7th, the 
Consul represented that the prize had, on the preyious 
day, been brought within one mile and a half of 
the lighthouse, which he considered as much a 
violation of the neutrality as if she had been there 
captured, and asked me to have the prize crew taken 
out and replaced by one from the Yalorous, which I 
declined. 

I had, during this period, been seeking for authentic 
information as to the real circumstances of the capture, 
more particularly with reference to the actual distance 
from the shore, and obtained through the Acting 
Attomey-Cteneral statements from the keeper of the 
Green Point Lighthouse (this was supported by the 
Collector of Customs), from the signalman at the 
station on the Lion's Rump, and from an experienced 
boatman who was passing between the shore and the 
vessels at the time. Captain Forsyth, of the YalorouB^ 
also made inquiries of the captain of the Alabama and 
of the Fort Captain, and made known the result to 
me. And upon all these statemaits I came to the con<» 
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oliitdoQ that the vewek were not less than four miles 
distant from land ; and on the 8th I oommunioated to 
the United States Consul that the capture could not, 
in my opinion, be held to be illegal by reason of the 

« 

place at which it was effected. 

In his reply of the 10th, the Consul endeavoured to 
show how indefensible my decision must be, if, in these 
days of improved artillery, I rested it on the fact of 
the vessels having been only three miles from land. 
This passage is, I think, of considerable importance, as 
involving an indirect admission that they were not 
within three miles at the time of capture. And I 
hope your Grace will concur in my view that it was 
not my duty to go beyond what I found to be the dis- 
.tance clearly established by past decisions under inter- 
national law. 

An important question has arisen in connection 
with the Alabama, on which, it is very desirable that 
I should, as soon as practicable, be made acquainted 
with the views of Her Majesty's Government. Captain 
Semmes had mentioned after his arrival in port, that 
he had left outside one of his prizes previously taken, 
the Tuscaloosa, which he had equipped and fitted as a 
tender, and had ordered to meet him in Simon's Bay, 
as she also stood in need of supplies. When this became 
•known to the Naval Commander-in«chief, he requested 
me to furnish him with a legal opinion ; and whether 
this vessel could be held to be a ship of war before she 
had been formally condemned in a Prize Court ; or 
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whether she must not be held to be still a prize^ and as 
snch prohibited from entering our ports. The Acting 
Attorney-General, founding his opinion on Earl 
Russell's despatch to your Grace, of the 3 1st Jan- 
uary, 1862, and on ^' Wheaton's International Law/' 
states in substance that it was open to Captain 
Semmes to convert this vessel into a ship of war, 
and that she ought to be admitted into our ports on 
that footing. 

On the 8th August the vessel entered Simon's Bay, 
and the Admiral wrote that she had two small rifled 
guns, with a crew of ten men, and that her cargo of 
wool was still on board. He was still doubtful of 
the propriety of admitting her. 

On the 10th August, after further consultation 
with the Acting Attorney-General, I informed Sir 
Baldwin Walker that, if the guns had been put on 
board by the Alabama, or if she had a commission of 
war, or if she were commanded by an officer of the 
Confederate Navy, there must be held to be a sufficient 
setting forth as a vessel of war to justify her admission 
into port in that character. 

The Admiral replied in the affirmative on the first 
and last points, and she was admitted. 

The Tuscaloosa sailed from Simon's Bay on the 
morning of the 14th instant, but was becalmed in tile 
vicinity until the following day, when she sailed about 
Boon. The Alabama lefl before noon on the l^tb. 
instant. Neither of these vessels was allowed to 
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remain in port longer than was really necessary for 
the completion of their repairs. 

On the 16th, at noon, the Georgia, another Con- 
federate war-steamer, arrived at Simon's Bay in need 
of repairs, and is still there. 

Before dosing this despatch I wish particularly to 
request instructions on a point touched on in the letter 
from the United States Consul of the 17th instant, 
viz., the steps which should be taken here in the 
event of the cargo of any vessel captured by one of 
the belligerents being taken out of the prize at sea, 
and brought into one of our ports in a British or other 
neutral vessel. 

Both belligerents are strictly interdicted from bring- 
ing their prizes into British ports by Earl Russell's 
letter to the Lords of the Admiralty of the 1st June, 
1861, and I conceive that a Colonial Qovernment 
would be justified in enfercing compliance with that 
order by any means at its command, and by the 
exercise offeree if it should be required* 

But that letter refers only to " prizes ;" that is, I 
conceive, to ships themselves, and makes no mention 
of the cargoes they may contain. Practically the 
prohibition has been taken to extend to the cargoes ; 
and I gathered, from a conversation with Captain 
Semmes on the subject of our neutrality regulations, 
that he considered himself debarred from disposing of 
them, and was thus driven to the destruction of all 
tibat he took. But I confess that I am unable to dis- 
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cover by what legal means I could prevent the intro- 
duction into our ports of captured property purchased 
at sea, and tendered for entry at the Oustom-house 
in the usual form, from a neutral ship. I have con- 
sulted the Acting Attorney-General on the subject, 
and he is not prepared to state that the Customs 
authorities would be justified in making a seizure under 
such circumstances ; and therefore, as there is great 
probability of clandestine attempts being made to 
introduce cargoes of this description, I shall be glad to 
be favoured with the earliest practicable intimation of 
the views of Her Majesty's Government on the subject. 

Gaptam Seinmes, C.S,N, to Sir P. Wodehouae. 

AtiguH 5, 1863. 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency of my 
arrival in this bay, in the Confederate States steamer 
Alabama, under my command. I have come in for 
supplies and repairs, and in the meantime I respect- 
fully ask leave to land in Cape Town thirty-three 
prisoners, lately captured by me on board two of the 
enemy^s ships destroyed at sea. The United States 
Consul will doubtless be glad to extend such hospi- 
tality and assistance to his distressed countiymen, as 
required of him by law. 

Sir JP. Wodehatiae to Captain Semmea, GJS.N. 

August 5, 1863. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter announcing your arrival in this port, and 
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to stftte that I have no objection to offer to your land- 
ing the priflonerB now detained in your ship. 

I have further to *beg that you will be good enough 
to state the nature and extent of the supplies and 
repairs you require, that I may be enabled to form 
some estimate of the time for which it will be necessary 
for you to remain in this port 

Captmn Semmea, C/.&iT., to Sir F, Wodehouse. 

Atiguat 5, 1863. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of this 
day's date, giving me permission to land my prisoners, 
and requesting me to state the nature of the supplies 
and repairs which I may require. In the way of sup- 
plies I shall need some provisions for my crew, a list 
of which will be handed you to-morrow by the Fay- 
master, and as for repairs my boilers need some iron- 
work to be done, and my bends require caulking, being 
quite open. I propose to take on board the necessary 
materials here, and to proceed with all despatch to 
8imon's Bay for the purpose of make these repairs. 

Mr, Adamson to Captam Semmes, C,S,y, 
August 6, 1863. 

I am directed by the Gk>vemor of this Colony to 
acquaint you that he has received from the Consul for 
the United States at this port a representation, in 
which he sets forth that an American barque was 
yesterday captured by the ship which you command. 
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m British waters, in violatioii of the neutrality of the 
British Gk>yemment, and claims from him redress for 
the alleged outra^ 

His Ezoellenoy will be glad, therefore, to receive 
from you any explanation you may wish to give aa to 
the circumstances in which the capture was effected. 

Captain Semmea, C.S,J}^.f to Mr, Adamson, 
Gape Town, Av^guat 6, 1863. 

I have had the honour to receive your oommunica- 
tiou of this day's date, informing me that the United 
States Consul at this port had presented to his Exod* 
lency the Governor a representation in which he seta 
forth that an American barque was yesterday captured 
by this ship under my command in British waters, in 
violation of the neutrality of the British Government^ 
and requesting me to make to his Excellency such re« 
presentation as I may have to offer on the subject. 

In reply, I have the honour to state that it is not 
true that the barque referred to was captured in British 
waters, and in violation of British neutrality ; she 
having been captured outside all headlands, and a 
distance from the nearest land of between five and six 
miles. As I approached this vessel I called the par* 
ticular attention of my officers to the question of dia* 
tance, and they all agree that the capture was made 
from two to three miles outside of the marine league. 
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V, 8. Consul to Sir P. Wodehouse. August 4, 1863. 

From reliable information received by me, and 
vhich yon are also donbUeas in possession of, a war 
steamer called the Alabama is now in Saldanha 
Bay, being painted, discharging prisoners of war, 
<fec. » 

The vessel in question was built in England to 
prey upon the commerce of the United States of 
America, and escaped therefrom while on her trial 
trip, forfeiting bonds of 20,000/., which the British 
Gkxvemment exacted under the Foreign Enlistment 
Act 

Now, as your govwnment has a treaty of amity 
and oommerce with the United States, and has 
not recognised the persons in revolt against the 
United States as a Government at all, the vessel 
alluded to should be at once seized and sent 
to England, from whence she clandestinely escaped. 
Assuming that the> British Cbvemment was sin* 
cere in exacting the bonds, you have doubtless 
been instructed to send her home to England, 
where she belongs. But if, from some oversight, you 
have not received such instructions, and you decline 
the responsibility of making the seizure, I would most 
respectfully protest against the vessel remaining in any 
port of the colony another day. She has been at 
Saldanha Bay four [six] days already, and a week 
previously on the coast, and has forfeited all right to . 
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remain an hour longer by this breach of neatrality. 
Painting a ship does not come under the head of 
''necessary repairs/' and is no proof that she is nn- 
seaworthy ; and to allow her to visit other ports after 
she has set the Queen's proclamation of neutrality at 
defiance would not be regarded as in accordance with 
the spirit and purpose of that document. 

Mr, Adatnaan to U.S. OonguL August 5, 1863. 

I am directed by the GoVemor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of yesterday's date relative to 
the Alabama. 

His Excellency has no instructions, neither has he 
any authority, to seize or detain that vessel ; and he 
desires me to acquaint you that he has received a letter 
from the Commander, dated the 1st instant, stating 
that repairs were in progress, and as soon as they 
were completed he intended to go to sea. He further 
announces his intention of respecting strictly the neu* 
trality of the British (Sovemment. 

The course which Captain Semmes here proposes to 
take is, in the Governor's opinion, in conformity with 
the instructions he has himself received relative to 
ships of war and privateers belonging to the United 
States and the States calling themselves the Confede- 
rate States of America visiting British ports. 

The reports received from Saldanha Bay induce the 
Governor to believe that the vessel will leave that 
harbour as soon as her repairs are completed ; but he 
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will immediately,^ on receiving intelligence to the con- 
trary, take the neeeasavy steps for enforcing the ob- 
servance of the rules laid down by Her Majesty's 
Government. 

Mr, Oraihmn {U.S. GansuC) to Sir P. WodeJwuae, 

August 5, 1863. 

The Confederate steamer Alabama has just captured 
an American barque off Green Point, or about four 
miles from the nearest land (Eobben Island). I wit- 
nessed the capture with my own eyes, as did hundreds 
of others at the same time. This occurrence at the 
entrance of Table Bay, and clearly in British waters, 
is an insult to England and a grievous injury to a 
friendly Power, the United States. 

Towards the Government of my country and her 
, domestic enemies the Government of England assumes 
a position of neutrality, and if the neutrality can be 
infringed with impunity, in this bold and daring man- 
ner, the Government of the United States will no 
doubt consider the matter as one requiring immqdiate 
explanation. 

Believing that the occurrence was without your 
knowledge or expectation, and hoping you will take 
such steps to redress the outrage as the exigency re- 
quires, I am, &Q, 

Mr, Raw6on to Mr, Oraham* August 6, 1863^ 
I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of yonr letter of yesterday's date respecting the 
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capture of the Sea Bzide by the Alabama, and 

to acquaint you that he will lose no time in obtaining 

accurate information as to the circumstances of the 

captura 

I have, &c.f 

(Signed) RAWSON W. RAWSON, 

Colonial Secretary, 

Mr, Graham to Sir P. Wodehouse. August 6, 1863. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your despatch of this date. 

I beg DOW to enclose for your Excellency's perusal, 
the affidavit of Captain Charles F. White, of the Sea 
Bride, protesting against the capture of the said 
barque in British waters. The bearings taken by him 
at the time of capture conclusiyely show that she was 
in neutral waters, being about two and a half miles 
from Robben Island. This statement is doubtless more 
satisfactory than the testimony of persons who mea- 
sured the distance by the eye. 

I believe that there is no law defining the word 
'^ coast'' other than international law. That law has 
always limited neutiul waters to the fighting distance 
from land, which, upon the invention of gunpowder, 
was extended to a distance of three nautical miles from 
land on a straight coast, and by the same rule, since 
the invention of Armstrong rifled cannon, to at least 
six miles. 

But all waters inclosed by a line drawn between 
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two promontories or hea4ilands are recognised by all 
nations as neutral, and England was . the first 
that adopted the rule, calling such waters the 
''King's chambers." By referring to ''Wheaton's 
Digest,'' page 234, or any other good work on inter- 
national law, you will find the above rules laid down 
•and elucidated. 

The &ct that the prize has not already been burned, 
and that her fitte is still in suspense, is clear proof 
that Captain Semmes had misgivings as to the legality 
•of the capture, ^nd awaits your Excellences assent. If 
you decide that the prize was legally taken, you will 
assume a responsibility which Captain Semmes him- 
self declined to take. 

Affidavit of G. F. WTUte. 

On this 6th day of August, a.d. 1863, personally 
Appeared before me, Walter Graham, Consul of the 
United States at Cape Town, Charles F. White, master 
•of the barque Sea Bride, 6f Boston, from New Tork^ 
and declared on affidavit that on the 3rd day of August 
instant, he sighted Table Mountain and. made for 
Table Bay, but that on the 4th instant, night coming 
<m, lie was compelled to stand oilt. On the 5th instant, 
he again made for the anchorage, and about two p.il 
saw a steamer standing toward the barque^ which he 
supposed was the English mail steamer, but on near- 
ing her, found her to be the Confederate steamer 
Alabama. He, Captain White, was peremptorily^ 
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ordered to heave his vessel to as a prize to the 
Alabama. One gem was first fired, and imme- 
diately after the demand was made another gun wa» 
fired. Two boats were lowered firtHn the Alabama 
and sent on board the barqna The officer in charge 
of these boats demanded the ship's papers, which the 
said master was compelled to take on board the said 
steamer. This happened about a quarter before three 
o'clock. He and his crew were immediately takea 
from his vessel and placed as prisoners on board the 
Alabama, the officers and €»^w being put in irons. 
The position of the barque at the time of capture 
was as follows: — ^Green Point Lighthouse bearing 
south by east ; Bobben Island Lighthouse north-east^ 
The said appearer did further protest against the 
illegal capture of said vessel, as she was in British 
waters at the time of capture, according to bearings. 

Mr, Grdhmn to Sir P. Wodehovse, Atigvst 7, 1863. 

Understanding from your letter of this date, re« 
eeived this mornings* that the case of the Sea 
Bride is still pending, I enclose the affidavits of 
the first officer of that vessel and the cook and ste- 
ward, which I hope will throw additional light oik 
the subject. 

From the affidavit of the first officer, it appears that 
the alleged prize was brought within one and a half 
miles of Green Point Lighthouse yesterday at one 

* A formal acknowledgment omitted here as sapetflaona. 
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o'clock P.M. Now, as the vesael was at that time in 
charge of a prise crew, it was a violation of neu- 
trality as much as if the capture had heen made at the 
same distance from laud. 

Pending your decision of the case I would most re- 
spectfully suggest that the prize crew on board the 
Sea Bride be removed, and that the vessel be put in 
charge of a crew from Her Majesty's ship Valorous. 

AffidonnJt of James RoberUan. 

On the day and date hereof before me, Walter 
Graham, ConJEred for the United States of America at 
Cape Town, personally canie and appeared James 
Bobertson, cook and steward of the barque Sea Bride, 
an American vessel, and made affidavit that he was 
on board said barque on the night of the 5th day of 
August instant, after the said barque had been cap- 
tured as a prize by the Confederate steamer Alabama, 
and a prize crew put on board. That at about &7^ 
minutes before two o'clock A.1L of the 6th instant, the 
prize crew on board the said barque received a signal 
from the Alabama aforesaid to burn the said barque, 
and immediately all hands were called to execute that 
order. That the sails were dewed, a tar barrel taken 
from underneath the top-gallant forecastle and placed 
in the forecastle, and a bucketful of tar, with other 
combustibles and ammunition, ordered on the cabin 
tab}e, but that when these arrangements were com- 
pleted, another signal was received from the said 
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Alabama, countermanding the order to bum tbe said 
prize, and to stand off and on the land until daylight, 
which orders were obeyed. 

Affidavit of John Schojidd, 

On the day and date hereof before me, Walter 
Graham, Consul for the United States of America at 
Gape Town, personally came and appeared John 
Schofield, first officer of the barque Sea Bride, of 
Boston, who made affidavit that he was on board of 
said vessel at one o'clock p.h. yesterday, the 6 th day 
of August instant, while she was in possession of a 
prize crew of the steamer Alabama ; that he took the 
bearings of said barque at that time, which were as 
follows : — Bobben Island Lighthouse bore north- 
east by north one-half north. Green Point Lighthouse 
bore south-west one-half west. 

He alflo deposed that the officer in command of the 
barque came on deck about that time, and stamping 
his foot as if chagrined to find her so near the land, 
ordered her further off, which was done immediately. 

Mr, Adarmon to Mr. Graham, August 7, 1863. 

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of this date, inclosing two affi- 
davits relative to the Sea Bride, and to state that 
his Excellency is not prepared to admit that the &ct 
of that vessel having been brought by the prize crew 
within one and a half miles of the Green Point Light- 
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house " was a violation of the neutrality as much as if 
the capture had taken place at the same distance from 
land,'' although both the belligerents are prohibited 
from bringing their prizes into British ports. 

The Oovemor does not feel warranted in taking 
steps for the removal of the prize crew from the Sea 
Bride. 

Jfr. Baumon to Mr, Ghraham. August 8, 1863. 

With reference to the correspondence that has 
passed relative to the capture by the Confederate 
States steamer Alabama, of the barque Sea Bride, 
I am directed by the Governor to acquaint you that, 
on the best information he has been enabled to pro- 
cure, he has come to the conclusion that the capture 
cannot be held to be illegal, or in violation of the neu- 
trality of the British Government, by reason of the 
distance from land at which it took place. 

His Excellency will, by next mail, make a full report . 
of the case to Her Majesty's Government. 

Mr. Ordkam to Sir P. Wodehouse. August 10, 1863. 

Tour decision in the case of the Sea Bride was duly 
received at four o'clock p.il on 'Saturday. In com^ 
municating that decision you simply announce that the^ 
vessel was, in yonr qpinion, and according to evidence 
before you, a l^gal prize to the Alabama ; but ypu 
omit to state the principle of international law that 
governed your decision, and neglect to furnish me with 
the evidence relied upon by you. 



390 APPENDIX, NO. VI. 

Under these circumstances I can neither have the 
evidence verified or rebutted here, nor am I enabled to 
transmit it as it stands to the American Minister at 
London, nor to the United States Cbvemment at 
Washington. An invitation to be present when the 
ete parte testimony was taken was not extended to me, 
and I am therefore ignorant of the tenor of it, and . 
cannot distinguish the portion thrown out from that 
which was accepted. If your decision is that the 
neatral waters of this Colony only extend a distance 
of three miles from land, the character of that decision 
would have been aptly illustrated to the people of 
Gape Town had an American war-vessel appeared on 
the scene, and engaged the Alabama in battle. In, 
such a contest with cannon carrying a distance of six 
miles (three overland), the crashing buildings in Cape 
Town would have been an excellent commentary on 
your decision. . - 

But the decision has been made, and cannot be re- 
voked here, so that further comment at present is, 
therefore, unnecessary. It can only be reversed by the 
Government you represent, which it probably will be 
when the United States Government shall claim in- 
demnity for the owners of the Sea Bride. 

An armed vessel named the Tuscaloosa, claiming to 
act under the authority of the so-called Confederate 
States, entered Simon's Bay on Saturday the 8th 
instant. That vessel was formerly owned by citizens 
of the United States, and while engaged in lawful 
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commerce was captured as a prize by the Alabama. 
Site was subsequently fitted out with arms by the 
Alabama to prey upon the commerce of the United 
States^ and now, without haying been condemned as a 
prize by any Admiralty Court of any recognised 
€k)Yemment, she is permitted to enter a neutral port 
in violation of the Queen's Proclamation, with her 
original cargo on board. Against this proceeding I 
hereby most emphatically protest, and I claim that 
the vessel ought to be given up to her lawful owners. 
The capture of the Sea Bride in neutral waters, 
together with the case of the Tuscaloosa, also a prize, 
constitute the latest and best illustration of British 
neutrality that has yet been given. 

Mr. Eawson to Mr. Qrahany August 10, 1863. 

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of this date, and to state with 
reference to that part of it which relates to the Tusca* 
loosa^ that his Excellency is still in correspondence 
with the Commander-in-chief respecting the character 
of that vessel, and the privileges to which she is 
entitled. 

Mr, Graham to Sir F, Wodehouse, August 12, 1863. 

'Upon receiving your last communication to me 
dated the 10th inistant, I deemed it simply a report of 
progress on one subject treated of in my last letter to 
jour Excellency, and I have therefore waited anxiously 
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for the receipt of another letter from the Oolonia) 
Secretary communicating the final result in the case. 
Failing to receive it^ and hearing yesterday tm, that 
the Tuscaloosa would proceed to sea from Simon's Bay 
to-day, I appHed for an injunction from the Supreme 
Court to prevent the vessel sailing before I had an op- 
portunity of showing by witnesses that she is owned 
in Philadelphia in the United States ; and her true 
name is Conrad j that she has never been condemned as 
a prize by any legally constituted Admiralty Court ; 
and that I am ea? officio the legal agent of the owners, 
underwriters, and all others concerned. I have not yet 
learned the result of that application, and fearing that- 
delay may allow her to escape, I would respectfully 
urge you to detain her in port until the proper legal 
steps can be taken. 

I am well aware that your Government has conceded 
to the so-called Confederate States the rights of belli- 
gerents, and is thereby bound to respect Captain 
Semmes' commission ; but having refused to recognise 
the " Confederacy" as a nation, and having excluded 
his captures from all the ports of the British Empire, 
the captures necessarily revert to their real owners, 
and are forfeited by Captain Semmes as soon as they 
enter a British port. 

Hoping to receive an answer to this and the pre- 
ceding letter as early as possible, and that you wiUt 
not construe my persistent course throughout*this cor- 
respondence on neutral rights as importunate, or mj 
remarks as inopportune, I have, ko. 
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Mr. RawBon to Mr. Gralumi, August 12, 1863. 

I am directed hj the Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of this date, and to acquaint you 
that it was not until late last evening that his Excel- 
lency received from the Naval Commander-in-chief 
information that the condition of the Tuscaloosa was 
such as, as his ExceUency is advised, to entitle her to 
be regarded as a vessel of war. 

The Grovemor is not aware, nor do you refer him to 
the provisions of international law by which captured 
vessels, as soon as they enter our neutral ports, revert 
to their real owners, and are forfeited by their captors. 
But his Excellency believes that the claims of contend- 
ing parties to vessels captured can only be determined 
in the first instance by the Courts of the captoi^s 
country. 

The Governor desires me to add that he cannot offer 
any objection to the tenor of the correspondence which 
you have addressed to him on this subject, and that he 
is very sensible of the courtesy yon have exhibited 
under such very peculiar circumstances I ! ! He gives 
you credit for acting on a strict sense of duty to your 
country. 

Mr. Graham to Sir P. Wodehouse. August 17, 1863. 

I have delayed acknowledging the receipt of your 
last letter, dated the 12th August, on account of events 
transpiring, but which have not yet culminated so as 
to form the subject of correspondence. 
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Your decision that the Tuscaloosa is a vessel of war, 
and by inference a prize, astonishes me, because I do 
not see the necessary incompatibility. Four guns were 
taken from on board the Talisman (also a prisse), and 
put on board the Conrad (Tuscaloosa), but that transfer 
did not change the character of either vessel as a 
prize, for neither of them could cease to be a prize 
till it had been condemned in an Admiralty Court of 
the captor's country, which it is not pretended has 
been done. The Tuscaloosa, therefore, being a prize, 
was forbidden to enter Simon's Bay by the Queen's 
Proclamation, and should have been ordei-ed off at 
once; but she was not so ordered. Granting that Her 
Majesty's Proclamation affirmed the right of Captain 
Semmes as a belligerent to take and to hold prizes on 
the high seas, it just as emphatically denied his right 
to hold them in British ports. I^ow, if he could not 
hold them in Simon's Bay, who else could hold them 
except those whose right to hold them was antecedent 
to hm — ^that is, the owners ? 

The Tuscaloosa remained in Simon's Bay seven days 
with her original cargo of skins and wool on board. 
This cargo, I am informed by those who claim to know, 
has been purchased by merchants in Cape Town ; and 
if it should be landed here directly from the prize, or 
be transferred to other vessels at some secluded har- 
bour on the coast beyond this Colony, and brought 
fit)m thence h^e, the infringement of neutrality will 
be so palpable and flagrant that Her Majesty's Govern* 
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meat will probably satisfy the olaiins of the ownera 
gracefully and at once, and thus remove all cause of 
complamt. In so doing it will have to disavow and 
repudiate the acts of its Executive Agents here— a 
result I have done all in my power to prevent. 

Greater cause of complaint will exist if the cargo of 
the Sea Bride is disposed of in the same manner, as 
I have reason to apprehend it will be when negotia- 
tions are concluded ; for being originally captured in 
neutral waters, the thin guise of neutrality would be 
utterly torn into shreds by the sale of her cargo here. 

The Georgia, a Confederate war-steamer, arrived at 
Simon's Bay yesterday, and the Florida, another vessel 
of the same class, has arrived, or is expected hourly at 
Saldanha Bay, where she may remain a week without 
your knowledge, as the place is very secluded. The 
Alabama remained here in Table Bay nearly four 
days and at Simon's Bay six days ; and as the Tusca- 
loosa was allowed to remain at Simon's Bay seven days, 
I apprehend that the Georgia and Florida will meet 
with the same or even greater &vours. Under such 
circumstances further protests from me would seem to 
be unavailing, and I only put the facts upon r^sord 
for the benefit of my Government and officials^ pos- 
sessed .of diplomatic Amotions. 

Mr, Bawson to Mr. Graluim, Aiigust 19, IS63. 

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, and to state 
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that he has during the recent transactions endeavoured 
to act in strict conformity with the wishes of Her 
Majesty's Grovemment ; he will in like manner pursue 
the same course in any future cases which may arise. 

I am to add that his Excellency has no reason to 
believe that either the Alabama or the Tuscaloosa 
have been allowed to remain in the ports of the Colony 
for a greater length of time than the state of the 
weather and the execution of the repairs of which they 
actually stood in need rendered indispensable. 

l^temerU of Joseph Hopson. 

Joseph Hopson,, keeper of the Green Point Light- 
house, states : — 

I was on the look-out oa Wednesday afternoon 
when the Alabama and Sea Bride were coming in. 
When I first sa^v them the steamer was coming round 
the north-west of Robben Island, and the barque bore 
from or about five miles west-north-west. The barque 
was coming in under all sail with a good breeze, and 
she took nothing in when the gun was fired. I believe 
two guns were fired, but the gun I mean was the last, 
and the steamer then crossed the stern side of the 
barque, and hauled up to her on the starboard side. 
He steamed ahead gently, and shortly afterwards I 
saw the barque put round with her head to the west- 
ward, and a boat put off from the steamer and boarded 
her. Both vessels were then good five miles off the 
mainland, and quite five, if not six, from the north 
west point of Robben Island. 
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i^atemmt of W. S. Field, OoUeetor qf GuBtovM. 

I was present at the old Lighthouse, Green Pointy 
on last Wednesday afternoon, at 2 p.m., and saw the 
Alabama capture the American barque Sea Bride, and 
I agree with the above statement as fitr as the position 
of the vessels and their distance from shore. 

I maj also remark that I called the attention of 
Colonel Bisset and the lighthouse keeper Hopson to 
the distance of the vessels at the time of the capture, 
as it was probable we should be called] upon to give 
our evidence respecting the affair^ and we took a note 
of the time it occurred. 

Statement of John Roe, 

I was yesterday, the 5th day of August, 1863, re- 
turning from a whale chase in Hunts Bay, when I 
first saw the barque Sea Bride standing from the west- 
ward on to the land. I came on to Table Bay, and 
when off Camps Bay I saw the smoke of the Alabama 
some distance from the westward of Eobben Island. 
When I reached the Green Point Lighthouse the 
steamer was standing up towards the barque, which 
was about five miles and a half to the westward of 
Green Pointy and about four and a half from the 
western point of Eobben Island. This was their posi- 
tion (being near each other at the time) when the gun 
was fired. 



898 APPENDIX, NO. VI. 

SkUenient of Signalman at tlie LiorCa Bump 
Tdegra^ph StaUon. 

On Wednesday last, the 5th day of August, 1863, 
I sighted the barque Sea Bride about seven o*clock in 
the morning, about fifteen or twenty miles off the land, 
standing into Table Bay from the south-west There 
was a light breeze blowing from the north-west, which 
continued until after midday. About midday I sighted 
the Alabama screw steamer standing from due north 
towards Table Bay, intending, as it appeared to me, to 
take the passage between Robben Island and the Blue- 
berg Beach. She was then between fifteen and eigh- 
teen miles off the land. 

After sighting the steamer, I hoisted the demand for 
the barque, when she hoisted the American flag, which 
I reported to the Port office, the barque then being 
about eight miles off the land from Irville Point. No 
sooner had the barque hoisted the American flag than 
the steamer turned sharp round in the direction of 
and towards the barque. The steamer appeared at 
that time to have been about twelve miles off the land 
from Irville Point, and about four or five miles outside 
of Bobben Island, and about seven miles from the 
barque. 

The steamer then came up to and alongside of the 
barque, when the latter was good four miles off the 
land at or near the old Lighthouse, and five miles off 
the Island. The steamer, after firing a gun, stopped 
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the further progress of the barque, several boats were 
sent to her, and after that the barque stood out to sea 
again, a.^d the Alabama steamed into Table Bay. 

Captain Forsyth to Sir P. Wodehouse. 
August 6, 1863. 

In- compliance with the request oonvejed to me by 
your Excellency, I have the honour to report that I 
have obtained from Captain Semmes a statement of 
the positions of the Confederate States steamer Ala* 
bama and the American barque Sea Bride, when the 
latter was captured yesterday afternoon. 

Captain Semmes asserts that at the time of his cap- 
turing the Sea Bride, Green Point Lighthouse bore 
from the Alabama south-east about six or six and a 
half miles. 

This statement is borne out by the evidence of Cap- 
tain Wilson, Port Captain of Table Bay, who has 
assured me that at the time of the Sea Bride being 
captured he was off Green Point in the port boat, and 
that only the top of the Alabama's hull was visible^ 

I am of opinion, if Captain Wilson could only see 
that portion of the hull of the Alabama, she must have 
been about the distance from the shore which is stated 
by Captain Semmes, and I have therefore come to the 
conclusion that the barque Sea Bride was beyond the 
limits assigned when she was captured by the Ala- 
bama. 
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JRear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretari/ 
to the Admiralty. September 17, 1863. 

With reference to my letters dated respectively 
the 19th and 3l8t ultimo, relative to the Confederate 
States ship of war Alabama, and the prizes captured 
by her, I beg to inclose, for their Lordships' informa- 
tion, the copy of a statement forwarded to me by the 
Collector of Customs at Cape Town, wherein it is 
represented that the Tuscaloosa and Sea Bride had 
visited Ichaboe, which is a dependency of this Colony. 

2. Since the recdpt of the above-mentioned docu- 
ment, the Alabama arrived at this anchorage (the 
16th instant), and when Captain Semmes waited upon 
me I acquainted him of the report, requesting he 
would inform me if it was true. I was glad to learn 
from him that it was not so. He frankly explained 
that the prize Sea Bride in the first place had put into 
Saldanha Bay through stress of weather, and on being 
joined there by the Tuscaloosa, both vessels proceeded 
to Angra Pequena, on the West Coast of Africa, 
where he subsequently joined them in the Alabama, 
and there sold the Sea Bride and her cargo to aa 
English subject who resides at Cape Town. The Tus- 
caloosa had landed some wool at Angra Pequena and 
received ballast, but, he states^ is still in commission as 
a tender. It will, therefore, be seen how erroneous 
is the accompanying report. I have no reason to doubt 
Captain Semmes' explanation; he seems to be fully 
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alive to tho instractions of Her Majesty's Goyernment, 
and appears to be most anxious not to commit any 
breach of neutrality. 

3. The Alabama has returned to this port for coal, 
some provisions, and to repair her condensing appa- 
ratus. 

4. From conversation with Captain Semmes, I find 
that he has been off this Cape for the last five d&jB, 
and as the Yanderbilt left this on the night of the 11th 
instant, it is surprising they did not see each other. 

« 

The Duke of NewcwtU to Sir F. Woddwuae. 
Noveimber 4, 1863. 

I have received your despatch of the 19 th August 
last, submitting for my consideration various questions 
arising out of the proceedings at the Cape of Gk>od 
Hope of the Confederate vessels Greorgia, Alabama, 
and her reputed tender the Tuscaloosa. 

I will now proceed to convey to you the views of 
Her Majesty's Government on these questions. 

The capture of the Sea Bride by the Alabama is 
stated to have been effected beyond the distance of 
three miles from the shore, — ^which distance must be 
accepted as ^he limit of territorial jurisdiction, accord- 
ing to the present rule of international law upon that 
subjectb It appeal^, however, that the prize, very 
soon after her capture, was brought within the distance 
of two miles from the shore ; and as this is contrary 
to Her Majesty's orders, it might have afforded just 
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grounds (if the apology of Captain Semmes for this 
improper act, which he ascribed to inadvertence, had 
not been accepted by you) for the interference of the 
Colonial authorities upon the principles which I am 
about to explain. 

With respect to the Alabama herself, it is clear that 
neither you nor any other authority at the Cape could 
exercise any jurisdiction over her; and that, whatever 
may have been her previous history, you were bound 
to treat her as a ship of war belonging to a belligerent 
Power. 

With regard to the vessel called the Tuscaloosa, I 
am advised that this vessel did not lose the character 
of a prize captured by the Alabama, merely because she 
was, at the time of her being brought within British 
waters, armed with two small rifled guns, in charge of 
an otiicer, and manned with a crew of ten men £rom 
the Alabama, and used as a tender to that vessel under 
the autliority of Captain Semraes. 

It would appear that the Tuscaloosa is a barque 
of 500 tons, captured by the Alabama, off the coast of 
Brazil, on the 2l8t of June last, and brought into 
Simon's Bay on or before the 7th of August, with 
her original cargo of wool (itself, as well as the 
vessel, prize) still on board, and with nothing to 
give her a warlike character (so far as is stated in 
the papers before me), except the circumstances already 
noticed. 

Whether, in the case of a vessel duly commissioned 
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as a ship of war, after being made prize by a belligerent 
Oovemment, without being first brought infta prcR- 
sidiaf or condemned by a Court of Prize, the character 
of prize, within the meaning of Her Majesty^s orders, 
would or would not be merged in that of a national 
ship of war, I am not called upon to explain. It is 
enough to say that the citation from Mr. Wheaton's 
book by your Attorney-General does not appear to me 
to have any direct bearing upon the jquestion. 

Connected with this subject is the question as to 
the cargoes of capttlred vessels which is alluded to at 
the end of your despatch. On this point I have to 
instruct you that Her Majesty's orders apply as 
much to prize cai'goes of every kind which may be 
brought by any armed ships or privateers of either 
belligerent into British waters as to the captured 
vessels themselvea They do not, however, apply to 
any articles which may have formed part of any such 
cargoes, if brought within British jurisdiction, not by 
armed ships or privateers of either belligerent, but by 
other persons who may have acquired or may claim 
property in them by reason of any dealings with the 
captors. 

I think it right to observe that the third reason 
alleged by the Attorney-General for his opinion assumes 
(though the fact had not been made the subject of any 
inquiry) that ''no means existed for determining 
whether the ship had or had not been judicially con- 
demned -in a Court of competent jurisdiction/* and the 
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proposition that, ** admitting her to have been captured 
hy a ship of war of tlie Confederate States, she was 
entitled to refer Her Majesty's Government, in case of 
any dispute, to the Court of her States in order to 
satisfy it as to her real character." This assumption, 
however, is not consistent with Her Majesty's undoubted 
right to determine within her own territory whether 
her own orders, made in vindication of her own neu- 
trality, haveibeen violated or not. 

The question remains what course ought to have 
been taken by the authorities of the Gape — 

Ist. In order to ascertain whether this vessel was, 
as alleged by the United States Consul, an uncon- 
demned prize brought within British waters in vio- 
lation of Her Majesty's neutrality ; and 

2ndly. ' What ought to have been done if such had 
appeared to be really the fiact. 

I think that the allegations of the United States 
Consul ought to have been brought to the knowledge 
of Captain Semmes while the Tuscaloosa was stiU 
within British waters, and that he should have been 
requested to state whether he did or did not admit the 
facts to be as alleged. He should also have been 
called xv^TL (unless the &,cts were admitted) to pro- 
duce the Tuscaloosa's papers. If the result of these 
inquiries had been to prove that the vessel was really 
an uncondemned prize, brought into British waters 
in violation of Her Majesty's orders made for the 
purpose of maintaining her neutrality, I consider that 
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the mode of proceeding in such circaniBtances, most 
consistent with Her Majesty's dignity, and most propef 
for the vindication of her territorial rights, would 
have been to prohibit the exerdse of any further con- 
trol over the Tuscaloosa by the captors, and to retain 
that vessel under Her Majesty's control and juris- 
diction until properly reclaimed by her original 
owners. 

Sir F. Wodelumse to the Duke of Newcastle. 
December 19, 1863. 

I have had the honour to receive your Grace's 
despatch of the 4th ultimo, from which I regret to 
learn that the course taken here relative to the Con- 
federate war-steamer Alabama and her prizes has not 
in some respects given satisfaction to Her Majesty's 
Oovernment. 

I must only beg your Grace to believe that no 
pains were spared by the late Acting Attomey- 
Oeneral or by myself to shape our course in what we 
believed to be conformity with the orders of Her 
Majesty's Government and the rules of international 
law, as £bu: as we could ascertain and interpret them. 

Mr. Denyssen has been so constantly engaged with 
professional business since the anival of the mail 
that I have been prevented from discussing with 
him the contents of your despatch ; but I think it 
right, nevertheless, to take advantage of the first op- 
.portunity for representing to your Grace the 
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state of uncertainty in which I am placed by the 
receipt of this communication, and for soliciting 
such further explanations as may prevent my again 
falling into error on these matters. In so doing I 
trust you will be prepared to make allowance for the 
difficulties which must arise out of this peculiar con- 
test, in respect of which both parties stand on a footing 
of equality as belligerents, while only one of them is 
recognised as a nation. 

In the first place, I infer that I have given cause 
for dissatisfaction in not having more actively resented 
the fact that the Sea BridCf on the day after her 
capture, was brought a short distance within British 
waters. 

Your Grace demurs to my having accepted Captain 
Semmes' apology for this improper act, which he 
ascribed to inadvertence. Ton will pardon my noticing 
that the &ct of the act having been done through 
inadvertence was established by the United States 
Consul himself, one of whose witnesses stated, *^ the 
officer in command of the barque came on deck about 
that time, and stamping his foot as if chagrined to 
find her so near the land, ordered her further off, 
which was done immediately." 

I confess that^on such evidence of such a fact I did 
not consider myself warranted in requiring the Com* 
mander of Her Majesty's ship Valorous to take 
possession of the Alabama's prize. 

The questions involved^n the treatment of the 
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Tuscaloosa are far more important and more embarrass* 
ing; and furat let me state, with reference to the 
suggestion t^at Captain Semmes should have been 
required to admit or deny the allegations of the 
United States Consul, that no such proceeding was 
required. There was not the slightest mystery or 
concealment of the circumstances under which the 
Tuscaloosa had come into, and then wa^ in possession 
of the Confederates. The facts were not disputed. 
We were required to dedare what was her actual 
status under those facts. We had recourse to Wheaton, 
the best authority on International Law within our 
reach — an authority of the nation with whom the 
question had arisen — an authority which the British 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs had recently been 
quoting in debates on American questions in the 
House of Lords. 

Tour Grace intimates that the citation from this 
authority by the Acting Attorney-General does not 
appear to have any direct bearing upon the question. 

You will assuredly believe that it is not from any 
want of respect for your opinion, but solely from a desire 
to avoid future error, that I confess my inability to 
understand this intimation, or, in the absence of 
instructions on that head, to see in what direction I 
am to look for the law bearing on the subject. 

The paragraph cited made no distinction between a 
vessel with cargo and a vessel without cargo ; and 
your Grace leaves me in ignorance whether her 
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character would have been changed if Captain Semmes 
had got rid of the cargo before churning for her ad- 
mission as a ship of war. Certainly, acts had been 
done by him which, according to Wheaton, cOnBti- 
tuted a '* setting forth as a vessel of warJ' 

Your Qraoe likewise states, *^ Whether in the case 
of a vessel duly commissioned as a ship of war, after 
being made prize by a belligerent Government without 
being first brought infra prcesidiOf or condemned by a 
Court of Prize, the character of prijse, within the 
meaning of Her Majesty's orders, would or would not 
be merged in a national ship of war, I am not called 
upon to explain." 

I feel myself forced to ask for further advice on 
this point, on which it is quite possible I may be 
called upon to take an active part. I have already^ 
in error, apparently, admitted a Confederate prize as 
a ship of war. The chief authority on International 
Law, in which it is in my power to refer, is Wheaton, 
who apparently draws no distinction between ships of 
war and other ships when found in the position of 
prizes ; and I wish your Grace to be aware that within 
the last few days the commander of a United States 
ship of war observed to me that if it were Ids good 
fortune to capture the Alabama, he should convert 
her into a Federal cruiser. 

I trust your Grace will see how desirable it is that 
I should be fully informed of the views of Her 
Majesty's Government on these points, and that I 
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shall be favoured with a replj to this despatch at 
your earliest conyenience. 

Becvr-Adrnvrol Sir B. Wdtker to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty, January 5, 1864. 

I request you will be pleased to acquaint my 
Lords CommissionttB of the Admiralty that ^e 
barque called the Tuscalodba, under the flag of the 
Confederate States of North America (referred 
to in my letter of the 1 9th of August last), termed 
a tender to the Alabama, returned to this anchorage 
on the 26th ultimo from cruising off "the coast of 
Brazil. 

2. In order to ascertain the real character of this 
vessel, I directed the boarding officer from my flag- 
ship to put the questions, as per inclosure No. 1, to 
the officer in command. Lieutenant Low, of the 
Alabama ; and having satisfied myself from his answers 
that the vessel was s^l an uncondemned prize cap- 
tured by the Alabama under the name of the Conrad, 
of Philadelphia, I communicated the circumstances to 
the Governor of this Colony, who, concurring in 
opinion with me that she ought to be retained under 
Her Majesty's control and jurisdiction until reclaimed 
by her proper owners, for violation of Her 
Majesty's orders for the maintenance of her neutrality, 
I caused the so-called Tuscaloosa to be taken possession 
of; informing Lieutenant Low, at the same time, of 
the reason for doing so. 
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3. Lieutenant Low has entered a written protest 
agaiilst the seizure of the vessel, a copy of which, 

.together with the reply of the Governor, I inclose 
for their Lordshipb' information, as well as a copy 
of all the correspondence which has passed on this 
subject. 

4. Lieutenant Low having informed me that he ex- 
pects the Alabama shortly to arrive at this place, I have 
allowed him and his erew to remain on board the Con- 
rad for the present ; but should the Alabama not make 
her appearance I have acquainted him that I will grant 
him and his officers (probably only one besides himself) 
a passage to England in one of the packets. The crew 
he wishes to discharge if there is no opportunity of 
their rejoining the Alabama. 

5. The vessel in question is at present moored in 
this bay, in charge of an officer and a few men belong- 
ing to Her Majesty's ship Narcissus, where she will 
remain until she can be properly transferred to her 
lawful owners, as requested by the Governor. 

Questions to be put to tlie Officer in Command or Clyirge 
of the barque Tusccdoosa, carrying tlie Flagoftlie so- 
called Confederate States of A merica. 

Ship's name and nation? — ^Tuscaloosa. Confede- 
rate. 

Name and rank of officer in command ? — Lieutenant 
Low, late Alabama. 

Tonnage of the ship 1 — 500. 
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Number of offioero and men on board ? — 4 offi^cers 
and 20 men. 

Namber and description of guns on board ? *- 3 
small brass guns, 2 rifled 12-pounders, and 1 smooth- 
bore -pounder. 

Where is she from 1 — St. Katherine's, Brazils. 

Where is she bound ? — Cruising. 

For what purpose has the ship put into this port ] — 
For repairs and supplies. 

Is it the same ship that was captured by the 
Alabama, and afterwards came to this port on the 9th 
of August last ? — ^Yes. 

What was her original name, on being captured 
by the Alabama 1 — Conrad, of Philadelphia. 

When was she captured by Alabama? — 21st June, 
1863. 

To what nation and to whom did she belong before 
her capture ? — Federal States of America. 

Has she been taken before any legally-constituted 
Admiralty Court of the Confederate States ? — No. 

Has she been duly condemned as a lawful prize by 
such Court to the captors 1 — ^N6. 

What is she now designated ? — Tender to the Ala- 
bama. 

What papers are there on board to constitute her as 
the Confederate barque Tuscaloosa ? — ^The commission 
of the Lieutenant commanding the Tuscaloosa from 
Captain Semmes. The officers also have commissions 
to their ship from him. 
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Are the papers which belonged to her before she 
was seized by the Alabama on board ? — No. 

Is there any cargo on board, and what does it con- 
sbt of 1 — No cargo— only stores for ballast. 
(Signed) JOHN LOW, 

L'leuterumt'Commander, 
Confederate States ha/rque Tuecaloaaa, 

(Signed) FRANCIS L. WOOD, 

LieutenarU and Boarding Officer, Her 
Majesty's ship Narcissus. 

ReoA'-Admiral Sir B. Walker toLieuienani Low, CS.If.^ 

December 27, 1863. 

As it appears that the Tuscaloosa, under your charge 
and command, is a vessel belonging to the Federal 
States of America, having been captured by the Con- 
federate States ship of war, Alabama, and not hav- 
ing been adjudicated before any competent Prize Court, 
is still an uncondemned prize, which you have brought 
into this port .in violation of Her Britannic Majesty's 
orders for the maintenance of her neutrality, I have 
the honour to inform you that, in consequence, I 
am compelled to detain the so-called Tuscaloosa 
(late Conrad) with the view of her being restored 
to her original owners, and I request you will be so 
good as to transfer the chai'ge of the vessel to the 
officer bearing this letter to you. 
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JRear-AdmircU Sir B, WcUk§r to Sir P. Wodelumse^ 

December 28, 1S63. 

I have the hODOur to intbrm your Excellency that, 
acting upon your concurrence in my opinion with re- 
ference to the instructions received from home by the 
last mail, I have detained the barque Tuscaloosa (late 
Cionrad of Philadelphia), because she b an uncon* 
demned prize, taken by the Confederate States* ship 
of war Alabama, And brought into British waters in 
violation of Her Majesty's Orders for maintaining her 
neutrality, and with the view to her being restcn^d to 
her original ownera. 

I shall be ready to hand her over to the Consul of 
the United States at Cape Town, or to any person you 
may app<^t to take charge of her. 

I should add that Lieutenant Low has given up the 
Tuscaloosa (late Conrad) under protest, which he is 
about ^ make in writing, a copy of which shall be 
transmitted to your Excellency as soon as received. 

Lieutenant Low, C.KS., to Sir P, Wodehouse. 
December 28, 1865. 

As the officer in command of the Confederate States 
ship Tuscaloosa, tender to the Confederate States 
steamer Alabama, I have to record my protest against 
the recent extraordinary measures which have been 
adopted towards me and the vessel under my command 
by the British authorities of this Colony. 

In August last the Tuscaloosa arrived in Simon's 
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Baj. She was not only recognised in the character 
which she lawfully claimed and still claims to be, viz., 
a commissioned ship of war belonging to a belligerent 
Power, but was allowed to remain in the harbour for 
the period of seven days, taking in supplies and effect- 
ing repairs with the full knowledge and sanction of 
the authorities. 

No intimation was given that she was regarded in 
the light' of an ordinary prize, or that she was consi- 
dered to be violating the laws of neutrality. Nor, when 
she notoriously left for a cruise on active service, was 
any intimation whatever conveyed that on her return 
to the port of a friendly Power, where she had been re- 
ceived as a man-of-war, she would be regarded as a 
*^ prize,'' as a violater of the Queen's proclamation of 
neutrality, and consequently liable to seizure. Misled 
by the conduct of Her Majesty's Government, I re- 
turned to Simon's Bay on the 26th instant, in very 
urgent want of repairs and supplies ; to my surprise I 
.find the Tuscaloosa is now no longer considered as a 
man-of-war, and she has by your orders, as I learn, 
been seized, for the purpose of being handed over to the 
person who claims her on behalf of her late owners. 

The character of the vessel, viz., that of a lawful 
commissioned man-of-war of the Confederate States of 
America^ has not been altered since' her first arrival in 
Simon's Bay, and she, having been once fully recog- 
nised by the British authorities in command in this 
Colony, and no notice or warning of change of opinion 
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or of friendly feeling having been communicated by 
public notification or otherwise, I was entitled to ex- 
pect to be again permitted to enter Simon's Bay with- 
out molestation. 

In perfect good faith I returned to Simon*s Bay for 
mere necessaries, and in all honour and good faith, in 
return, I should on change of opinion or of policy on 
tlie part of the British authorities, have been desired 
to leave the port again. 

But by the course of proceeflings taken, I have been 
(supposing the view now taken by your Excellency's 
Government to be correct) first misled and next en- 
trapped. 

My position, and character of my ship will most cer- 
tainly be vindicated by my Government. I am power- 
less to resist the afifront offered to the Confederate 
States of America by your Excellency's conduct and 
proceedings, 

I demand, however, the release of my ship ; and 
if this demand be not promptly complied witb, I 
hereby formally protest against her seizure, especially 
under the very peculiar circumstances of the case. 

Mr, Rawaon to Lieutenant LoWy C,S,N. Dec. 29, 1863. 

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of yesterday's date protesting 
against the seizure of the Tuscaloosa, whose character 
you represent to be the same as when, in August last, 
bhe was admitted into the port of Simon's Bay, and I 
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^ am to acquaint you in reply that a full rqK>rt was sub- 

^ mitted to Her Majesty's Goyemment of all that to<^ 

t place on the first visit of the Tuscaloosa, and that 

t the seizure has now been made in conformity with the 

opinion expressed by them on that report. 

Tour protest will of course be transmitted for their 

consideration. 

Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to Sir P, Wodekouse, 

December 29, 1863. 

Lieutenant Low, the officer belonging to the Confe- 
derate States ship-of-war Alabama, late in charge 
of the barque called the Tuscaloosa (properly the 
Conrad of Philadelphia), having sent me a copy of 
the protest which he has ^forwarded to your Excel- 
lency against the detention of that vessel, I think it 
right to enclose for your information the copy of my 
letter to Lieutenant Low* explaining the circam- 
stances under which the so-called Tuscaloosa is 
detained. 

Sir P. Wodehouae to the Duke of Neiuooasde. 
January 11, 1864. 

I very much regret having to acquaint your Grace 
that the Confederate prize vessel the Tuscaloosa has 
again entered Simon's Bay, and that the Naval Com- 
mander-in-chief and myself have come to the conclusion 
that^ in obedience to the orders transmitted to his 
Excellency by the Admiralty, and to me by your 

* Thia letter is not given in the Blue Book. 
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Orace'd despatch of the 4th November last, it was oar 
duty to take possession of the vessel, and to hold her 
until properly daimed by her original owners. The 
Admiral, therefore, sent an officer with a party of men 
from the flag-ship to take charge of her, and to deliver 
to her commander a letter in explanation of the act 
Copies of his protest, addressed to me, and of my 
reply, are inclosed. He not unnaturally complains of 
having been now seized, after he had on the previous 
•ccaaion been recogaised as a ship of war. But this is 
manifestly nothing more than the inevitable result of 
the overruling by Her Majesty's Government of the 
-conclusion arrived at on the previous occasion by its 
fiubordinate officer. 

The Consul for the United States, on being informe4 
^ what had taken place, intimated his inability to 
take charge of the ship on account of the owners, and 
expressed a desire that it should remain in our charge 
until he was put in possession of the requisite autho- 
rity. Accordingly, after taking the opinion of the 
Attorney-General, it was arranged that the vessel 
should remain in the charge of Sir Baldwin Walker. 

I ought to explain that the seizure was made with- 
out previous reference to the Attorney-General. I 
did not consider such a reference necessary. The law 
had been determined by Her Majesty's Government on 
the previous case. The Admiral was of opinion that 
we had only to obey the orders we had received, and 
on his intimating that opinion I assented* 

VOL. II. BE 
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Your Grace will observe that at the req.ue8t of the 
officers of the Tuscaloosa the Admiral has permitted 
them to remain on board, in expectation of the imme- 
diate arrival of the Alabama, to which ship they wish 
to return. I should otherwise have thought it my duty 
to provide them with passages to England at the cost 
of Her Majesty's Government, by whom, I conclude, 
they would be sent to their own country ; and it is 
probable that if the Alabama should not soon make 
her appearance, such an arrangement will become 
necessary. 

I have only to add that I have thought it advisable,. 
After what has now occurred, to iiitimate to the United 
States Consul that we should probably be under the 
necessity of adopting similar measures in the event of 
an uncondemned prize being fitted for cruising, and 
brought into one of our ports by a Federal ship of war. 
I did not speak positively, because I have been left in 
doubt by your Grace's instructions whether some dis- 
tinction should not be drawn in the case of a ship of 
war of one belligerent captured and applied to the 
same use by the other belligerent^ but the Consul was 
evidently prepared for such a step. Copies of all the 
^rrespondence are inclosed. 

Mr, Eawson to Mr. Graham, December 28, 1863. 

I am directed by the Governor to acquaint you that 
the Tuscaloosa having again arrived in Simon's Bay, 
will, under instructions lately received from Her 
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Majesty's Qovernment, be retained under Her Majesty'a 
control and jurisdiction until properly reclumed by 
ber original bolders. 

Mr, GraJuam to Svr P. Wodehouae. 
December 28, 1863. 

I bave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
yesterday's date in reference to tbe Tuscaloosa. 

By virtue of my office as Oonsul for the United Statea 
of America in tbe British possessions of South Africa, 
of which nation the original owners of the Conrad^ 
dUitM Tuscaloosa, are citizeuR, I possess tbe right to act 
for them when both they and their special agents are 
absent I can institute a proceeding in rem where the 
lights of property of fellow-citizens are concerned with- 
out a special procuration from those for whose benefit 
I act, but cannot receive actual restitution of the res in 
controversy without a special authority. (See United 
States Statutes at large, vol. i. p. 254, notes 2 and 3.) 

Under these circumstances, I am content that the 
vessel in question should for the present, or until the 
properly authenticated papers and power of attorney 
shall be received from the owners in America, remain 
in possession and charge of Her Majesty's naval officers* 
But should it hereafter be determined to give the vessel 
up to any party other than the real owners, I desire to 
have sufficient notice of the fact, so that I may take the 
proper steps to protect the interests of my absent fellow- 
citizens. 

£ E 2 
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With jpegard to the property of Ainerican citizens 
seized here at the Custom-hoiiBe, and which was formerly 
part of the Sea Bride's cargo, I would suggest that it 
also be held by the Colonial Government, subject to the 
order of the original owner& An announcement to 
that effect from you would be received with great 
satisfaction by me. 

Lieutenant Low, C.S.2^., to Sir F, Wodehouse. 
January H, 1864. 

, I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
yesterday, in which I am informed that it is your Ex- 
cellency's intention to request the Naval Ck>mmander- 
in-chief to allow the arms and ammunition belonging to 
the Confederate States to be stored in the dockyard at 
Simon's Town. 

. Whilst thanking your Excellency for this intention, 
I beg to state that as these were placed in my charge 
by Captain Semmes, of the Confederate steamnship 
Alabama, I should prefer handing them to his agents 
in this Colony, to be stored by them under the usual 
Customs regulations until instructions can be received 
as to their disposal, and would respectfully solicit your 
Excellency's permission to have them landed, as I pur- 
pose leaving for England by the next mail-steamer. 

I have farther to thank your Excellency on behalf 
of the officers of the Tuscaloosa for your offer of assis- 
tance oDk leaving the Colony, and to state they have 

« 

already made their arrangements. 



"T^*" 
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Mr, Bawson to LieiUenarU Low. Januart/ 18, 1864. 

I am directed bj the Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, and to state 
that on full consideration of the case he thinks it ad- 
visable to adhere to the proposal already made, that 
the guns and other property alleged to belong to the 
Alabama should be placed in the dockyard at Simon's 
Town. They will then be subject to such orders as 
Her Majesty's Government may be pleased to make in 
the matter. 

I am also to transmit to you, for your information, 
copies of a letter which has been received from the 
Consul of the United States, and of the reply given to 
it byhis Excellency's directions. 

Mr, Graham to Sir P, Wodeliovse. 
January 16, 1864. 

The report of J. M. Hoets, Esquire, on the Tusca- 
loosa, countersigned by Lieutenant Kennedy of the 
Narcissus, has been received, and a copy furnished to 
Admiral Walker. Appended to that Eeport is a list 
of articles daimed by Lieutenant Low of the Tusca- 
loosa as belonging to the Confederate steamer Alabama. 
Now, among the articles enumerated vfx. the list, are 
three 12-pounder cannon taken from the American 
ship Talisman, and one smaller brass cannon taken 
from the Sea Bride, as I can prove by the testimony 
of a competent witness. These cannon I request shall 
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be held for their owners in the same manner as the 
vessel. Not being able to identify the other articles 
in this list with perfect certainty, I shall not claim 
them. 

Mr, Bmoson to Mr. Orahmn. Jamiwvry 18, 1864. 

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, and to state 
that the guns to which you refer will be held subject 
to such instructions as Her Majesty's Government 
may think fit to issue respecting them. 

Bea/r-Admiral Si/r B. Walker to the Secretary/ to tJie 
AdmiraUy, January 18, 1864. 

With reference to my letter of the 5th instant, I 
have the honour to submit, for their Lordships* infor- 
mation, a further correspondence between the Governor 
of this Colony and myself relative to the American 
vessel Conrad, of Philadelphia, lately called the Tus- 
caloosa. 

2. Lieutenant Low, belonging to the Confederate 
States ship of war Alabama, lately in charge of the 
Tuscaloosa, having paid off and discharged his crew, 
finally quitted the vessel on the 9th instant ; and I 
have ordered him a passage to England by the mail- 
packet Saxon, together with his first officer, Mr. 
Sinclair. 

3. The Conrad now remains in charge of a warrant 
officer and two ship-keepers, awaiting to be properly 
claimed or disposed of as the Government may direct. 
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Reav'Adiniral Sir B, Walker to Sir F, Wodekouse, 

Januoflry 6^ 1864. 

With reference to year Excellency's communication 
of yesterday's date, I have the honour to inform you 
that I will make arrangements for the safe custody of 
the Conrad, of Philadelphia (late Tuscaloosa), by moor- 
ing her in this bay, and putting ship-keepers in charge 
of her, until she can be properly transferred to her 
lawful owners. 

Lieutenant Low has requested to be allowed to re- 
main on board the vessel, together with his crew, for 
the present, as he expected the Alabama to arrive here 
shortly, to which arrangement I have made no ob- 
jection. 

There areusome guns and other articles on board the 
C/onrad said to belong to the Alabama, a list of which 
I have already forwarded to your Excellency. It is a 
matter for consideration how these things should be 
disposed of. 

I think, as a precautionary measure, it may be 
desirable that some person on the part of the United 
States Consul should visit the Conrad, to observe the 
state she is in, on being taken into British custody, to 
prevent any question thereon hereafter. 

The Duke of Newcastle to Sir P. Wodehouse, 

March 4, 1864. 

I have received your despatches of the 1 1th and 
1 9th January, reporting the circumstances connected 
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with the seizure of the Confederate prize-yessel Tusca- 
loosa, under the joint authority of the Naval Com- 
inander-in-chief and yourself. I have to instruct you 
to restore the Tuscaloosa to the Lieutenant of the 
Confederate States who lately commanded her, or if 
he should have left the Cape, then to retain her until 
she can be handed over to some person who may have 
authority from Captain Semmes, of the Alabama, or 
from the Government of the Confederate States, to 
xeceive her. 

Tou will receive a further communication from me 
on this subject by the next mail 

The Duke of Newcastle to Sir P. WodeJuyuse, 
March 10, 1864. 

In my despatch of the 4th instant, I instructed 
you to restore the Tuscaloosa to the Lieutenant of the 
Confederate States who lately commanded her, or, if he 
should have left the Cape, then to retain her until she 
could be handed over to some person having authority 
from Captain Semmes, of the Alabama, or from the 
Government of the Confederate States, to receive her. 

I have now to explain that this decision was not 
founded on any general principle respecting the treat- 
ment of prizes captured by the cruisers of either belli- 
gerent, but on the peculiar circumstances of the case. 
The Tuscaloosa was allowed to enter the port of Cape 
Town and to depart, the instructions of the 4th of. 
Kovember not having arrived at the Cape before her 
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departure. The Captain of the Alabama was thus 
entitled to assume that he might equally bring her a 
second time into the same harbour, and it becomes 
tinnecessary to discuss whether, on her return to the 
Cape, the Tuscaloosa still retained the character of a 
prize, or whether she had lost that character, and had 
assumed that of an armed tender to the Alabama, 
and whether that new character, if properly established 
and admitted, would have entitled her to the sam^ 
privilege of admission which might be accorded to her 
captor, the Alabama. 

Her Majesty's Government have, therefore, come to 
the opinion, founded on the special circumstances of 
this particular case, that the Tuscaloosa ought to be 
released, withr a warning, however, to the Captain of 
the Alabama, that the ships of war of the belligerents 
are not to be allowed to bring prizes into Britbh ports, 
and that it rests with Her Majesty's Oovemment to 
decide to what vessels that character belongs. 

In conclusion, I desire to assure you that neither in 
this despatch, nor in that of the 4th November, I 
have desired in any degree to censure you for the 
course you have pursued. The questions on which 
you have been called upon to decide, are questions of 
difficulty, on which doubts might properly have been 
entertained, and I am by no means surprised that the 
conclusions to which you were led have not, in all 
instances, been those which have been adopted on 
fuller consideration by 'Her Majesty's Government. 
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Captain Semjnes, C.S.N^,, to Eea/r-Admiral Sir B. Walker, 
dated C.S.S, Alabama; Table Bay, March 22, 1864. 

Sib, — I was sarprifled to learn upon my arrival at 
this port of the detention by your order of the Confe- 
derate States barque Tusoaloosa, a tender to this ship. 
I take it for granted that you detaii^ed her by order 
of'the Home Government, as no other supposition is 
consistent with my knowledge of the candour of your 
character-*— the Tuscaloosa having been formerly re- 
ceived by you as a regularly commissioned tender, and 
no new facts appearing in the case to change your de- 
cision. Under these circumstances I shall not demand 
of you the restoration of that vessel, with which de- 
mand you would not have the power to comply, but 
will content myself with putting this my protest 
against this detention on the record of the case, for 
the future, consideration of our respective Govern- 
ments. 

Earl Hussell, in reaching the decision which he has 
communicated to you, must surely have misapprehended 
the fieusts, otherwise I cannot conceive him callable of 
so misapplying the law. The &ct8 are briefly these : — 
Ist. The Tuscaloosa was formerly the enemy's ship 
Conrad, lawfully captured by me on the high seas, as a 
recognised belligerent ; 2ndly, She was duly oommisr 
sioned by me as a tender to the Confederate States 
steamer Alabama, then as now under my command ; 
and 3rdly, She entered English waters not only without 



APPENDIX, NO. VI. 427 

intention of violating Her Britannic Majesty's orders 
of neutitJity^but was received with hospitality, and no 
' question was raised as to her right to enter under the 
circumstances. These were the fisusts up to the time of 
Earl Bussell's issuing to you his order in the premises. 
Let us consider then a moment^ and see if we can de- 
rive from ihem, or any of them, just ground for the 
extraordinaxy decision to which Earl Basoell has 
come. 

My right to capture and the legality of the capture 
will not be denied. Nor will yon deny, in your expe- 
rience as a naval officer, my right to commission this, 
or any other ship lawfully in my possession, as a ten- 
der to my principal ship. Your Admirals do this 
every day, on distant stations ; and the tender from 
the time of her being put in commission wears a pen- 
nant, and is entitled to the immunities and privileges 
of a ship of war, the right of capture inclusive. 

Numerous decisions are to be found in your own 
prize law to this effect* In other words, this is one of 
the recognised modes of commissioning a ship of war, 
which has grown out of the convenience of the thing, 
and become a sort of naval common law, as indinpu- 
table as the written law itself The only difference 
between the commisrion of such a ship and that of a 
ship commissioned by the sovereign authority at home 
is that the word *^ tender" appears in the former com- 
mission, and not in the latter. The Tuscaloosa having 
then been commissioned by me in accordance with the 
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recognifled pnotioe of all civilized nations that have a 
marine^ can any other Goyemment than my own look 
into her antecedents 1 Clearly not The ouly thing 
which can be looked at upon her entering a foreign 
port is her commission. If this be issued by compe- 
tent authority, you cannot proceed a step farther. 
The ship then becomes a part of the territory oi the 
country to which she belongs, and you can exercise no 
more jurisdiction oyer her than. oyer that territory. 
The self-respect and the independence of nations re- 
quire this ; for it would be a monstrous doctrine to ad- 
mit that one nation may inquire into the title by which 
another nation holds her ships of war. And there can 
be no difference in this respect between traders and 
ships originally commissioned. The flag and the pennant 
fly over them both, and they toe both withdrawn from 
the local jurisdiction by competent commissions. On 
principle, you might as well haye enquired into the 
antecedents of the Alabama, as of the Tuscaloosa. 
Indeed, you had a better reason for inquiring into the 
antecedents of the former than of the latter, it haying 
been alleged that the former escaped from En^and in 
violation of your Foreign Enlistment Act. Mr. 
Adams, the United States Minister, did in fact de- 
mand that the Alabama should be seised, but Earl 
Russell, in flat and most pointed contradiction of his 
late conduct in the case of the Tuscaloosa, gave him 
the proper legal reply, to wit, that the Alabama beiag 
now a ship of war, he was estopped from looking 
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into her anteoedente. One illnstration will suffice to 
show you how untenable jour position is in this 
xnatten If the Tuscaloosa'n commianon be admitted 
to have been issued by competent authority, and in 
due form (and I 'do not understand this to be contested 
except on the ground of her antecedents), she is as 
much a ship oi war as the Narcissus, your flag-ship. 
Suppose you should visit a French porty and the port 
admiral should request you to haul down your flag on 
the ground that you had had no sufficient title to the 
ship before she was commissioned, or that she was a 
contract ship and you had not paid for her, and the 
builder had a lien on her, or that you had captured 
her from the Russians, and had not had her condemned 
by a prize court, what would you think of the proceed- 
ing 1 And how does the case supposed differ from the 
one in hand? In both it is a pretension on the part 
of a foreign Power to look into the antecedents of a 
ship of war^— neither more nor less in the one case 
than in the other. I will even put the case stronger. 
If it be admitted that I had the right to commission a 
tender, and the &ot had been that I had seized a 
French ship and put her in commission, you could not 
inquire into the fact You would have no right to 
know but that I had the orders of my Gkivemment 
for this seizure. ' In short, you would have no right 
to inquire into the matter at all. My ship being re- 
gularly commissioned, I am responsible to my Qovem- 
ment for my acts, and my Government in the case 
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supposed would be responsible to France, and not to 
you. If this reasoning be correct — ^and with all due 
snbpiission to his lordship I think it is sustained by 
the plainest principles of the international code— it 
follows that the condemnation of a prize in a prize 
court is not the only mode of changing the character 
of a captured ship. When the sovereign of the captor 
puts his own commission on board such a ship, this is 
a condemnation in its most solemn form, and is notice 
to an the world. On principle, if a ship thus com- 
missioned were re-captured, the belligerent prize court 
eonld not restore her to her original owner, but must 
condemn her as a prize ship of war of the enemy to 
the captors ; for prize courts ace international courts, 
and cannot go behind the pennant and commission of 
the cruiser. 

Further, as to this question of adjudication, your 
letter to Lieutenant Low, the late commander of the 
Tuscaloosa, assumes that, as the Tuscaloosa was not 
condemned, she was therefore the property of the 
enemy from whom she had been taken. Condemna- 
tion is intended for the benefit of neutrals, and to 
quiet the titles of purchasers, but is never necessary 
as against the enemy. His right is taken away by 
force, and not by any legal process, and the possession 
of his property manu forte is all that is required 
against him. 

Earl Bussell having decided to disregard these plain 
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principles of the laws of nations, and to go behind my 
commission, let us see what he next decides. 

His decision is this, that the Tuscaloosa being a 
prize, and having come into British waters in viola- 
tion of the Queen*s orders of neutrality, she must be 
restored to her original owner. The ship is not seized 
and condemned for the violation of any municipal law, 
such as fraud upon the revenue, iso, — as, indeed, she 
could not be so seized and condemned without the 
intervention of a court of law — ^but by the strong arm 
of executive power he wrests my prize from me, and 
rery coolly hands her over to the enemy. It is admitted 
that all prizes, like other merchant ships, are liable to 
seizure and condemnation fdr a palpable violation of 
the municipal law ; but that is not this case. The 
whole thing is done under the international law. 
Kow, there is no principle better established than that 
neutrals have no right to interfere in any manner 
between the captor and his prize, except in one par- 
ticular instance, and that is where the prize has been 
captm*ed in neutral waters and afterwards comes of 
her own accord within the neutral jurisdiction. In 
that case, and in that case alone, the neutral prize 
court may adjudicate the case, and if they find the 
allegation of infra terminos proved, they may restore 
the property to the original owner. 

If a lawful prize, contrary to prohibition, come 
within neutral waters, the most the neutral can do 
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is to order her to depart without interfering in any 
manner with the captor's possession. 

It is admitted that if she ohstinately refuses to 
depart^ or conducts herself otherwise in an improper 
manner, she may be compelled to depart, or may, 
indeed, be seized and confiscated as a penalty for her 
offeuce. But there is no plea of that kind set up here. 
To show how sacred is the title of mere possessimi on 
the part of a captor, permit me to quote from one of 
your own authoiities. On page 42 of the 1st yoL of 
Phillimore on International Law, jou will find the 
following passage: — ^'^In 1654 a treaty was entered 
into between England and Portugal, by which, amoi^^ 
other things, both countries mutually bound them- 
selTcs not to suffer the ships and goods of the other 
taken by enemies and carried into the ports of the 
other to be conrejed away from the original owners or 
proprietors.*' 

''Now, I have no scrapie in saying (observes Lord 
Stowell in 1798) that this is an article incapable of 
being carried into literal execution according to the 
modem understanding of the law of nations ; for no 
neutral country can intervene to wrest from a belli* 
gerent prizes lawfully taken. This is perhaps the 
strongest instance that could be cited of what civiliaoa 
call the eonsuetudo obrogatoria," 

This being the nature of my title, the reasons should 
be vexy urgent which should justify my being forcibly 
dispossessed of it But there are no such reasons 
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apparent. It is not eoatended that there was any 
misconduct on tke part of the Tuscaloosa, unless her 
«ntrj into a British port as a Confederate cruiser be 
deemed misconduct. Ab stated in the beginning of 
this letter, she had no intention of violating any order 
of the Queen. Her error, therefore, if it were an 
«rror, is entitled to be oonsidered with gentleness and 
not with hardship. Her error was the error, of your- 
«^lf and his Excellency the Governor, as well as 
myself. We all agreed, I believe, that she was a 
lawfully commissioned Fihip, and that her commission 
estopped all farther enquiry. In the meantime, she 
proceeds to sea thus endorsed, as it were, by the 
Colonial authorities; your Home Government over- 
rules your decision ; the Tuscaloosa returns in good 
faith to your port to seek renewed hoq>ita)ity under 
your ordei*s of neutrality. And what happens ? An 
English officer, armed with jour order, proceeds on 
board of her, turns her commander and officers out of 
her, and assumes possession on the ground that she has 
violated the Queen's orders ; and this without any 
warning to depart or any other notice whatever. In 
the name of all open and fair dealing — ^in the name of 
^nkness, candour, and good faith, I most respectfully 
enter my protest against- such an extreme, uncalled-for, 
and apparently unfriendly course. 

But the most extraordinary part of the proceeding 
has yet to be stated. You not only divest me of my 
title to my prize, but you tell me that you are about 
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to hand her over to the enemy ! On what principle 
this can be done I am utterly at a loss to conceive. 
Although it may be competent to a Ooyemment, in an 
extreme case, to confiscate to the ExcJt/equer a prize^ 
there is bnt one possible contingency in which the prize 
can be restored to the opposite belligerent, and ihat is 
the one already mentioned of a capture within neutral 
jurisdiction. And this is done on the ground of the 
nullity of the original capture. The prize is pro- 
nounced not to have been lawfully made, and this being 
the case, and the vessel being within the jurisdiction 
of the neutral whose waters have been violated, there 
is but one course to pursue. The vessel does not be- 
long to the captor, and as she does not belong to the 
neutral, as a matter of course she belongs to the op- 
posite belligerent, and must be delivered up to him. 
But there is no analogy between that case and the one 
we are considering. My capture cannot be declared a 
nullity. My title is as good against the enemy as 
though condemnation had passed. The vessel either 
belongs to me or to the British Government. If she 
belongs to me, justice requires tliat she should be de- 
livered up to ma If she belongs (by way of confisca- 
oation) to the British €k>vemment, why should that 
Govemm ent make a gratuitous present of her to one 
of the belligerents rather than the other H 

My Government cannot fail, I think, to view this 
matter in the light in which I have placed it ; and it 
is deeply to be regretted that a weaker people straggling 
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against a stronger for very existence should have so 
much cause to complain of the unfriendly disposition 
of a Government from which, if it represents truly 
the instincts of Englishmen, it had the right to expect 
at least sympathy and kindness in the place of rigour 
and harshness. 
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No. VII. 

MEASUREMENTS OF THE ALABAMA. 

We are indebted to Messrs. Laird Brothers, of Bir- 
kenhead, for the following measurements of the 
Alabama : — 

Length About 230 feet. 

Length between perpendiculars • ,,213.8 ^, 

Breadth of beam extreme . . . ,, 32.0 

Depth moulded i ,, 19.9 

Draft of water when complete, 
with about 300 tons coal in 
bunkers and stores on board for 
a six month*s cruise .... „ ^^ }i 

Engines. — 300 horse power collective. 

Big. — Three-masted schooner with long lower 
masts and yards on fore and main-masts. 

The hull of the vessel built of wood, the general 
arrangement of scantling and materials being the same 
as in vessels of similar class in Her Majesty's Navy. 

The vessel and machineiy throughout were built by 
Messrs. Laird Brothers at their works at Birkenhead. 
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THE END. 
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1 vol., poet 8vo, 58. 

SUMMER XOUR OF AN INVALID. 

Feap. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 
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TORRENS— THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE 

RIGHT HON. SIR JAMES R. G. GRAHAM, Bart., G.C.B., M.P. 
By TORRENS McCULLAGH TORRENS, late M. P., Author of the 
** Life of Shell," &c. 2 vols., 8vo, price 16s. each. 

TRAVELS IN LADAK, TARTARY, 



AND KASHMIR. By Lieat-Coi. TORRENS. 23rd Royal Welsh 
Fusileers. Second Edition, 1 vol., 8vo, beaatifally Illustrated, 288. 

VERNEY — THE SHANNON'S BRIGADE IN 

INDIA. Being some account of Sir William Peel's Naval Brigade in 
the Indian Campaign of 1857—1858. By EDMUND HOPE VERNEY. 
Lieut., R.N. 1 vol., large 8vo, 78. 6d. 

VOICES OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

1 vol. post 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

WARTER— WISE SAWS AND MODERN In- 
stances. By the Rer. JOHN WOOD WARTER. 5g. 

WATSON— THE LIFE OF GEORGE FOX, the 

Founder of the Quakers. Folly and impartially related on the authority 
of his own Journal and Letters, and the historians of his own sect. By 
the Rev. JOHN SELBY WATSON, M.A., F.R.S.L., Author of the 
" Life of Person." 1 vol. post 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

SIR WILLIAM. WALLACE, THE 

SCOTTISH HERO. A Narrative of his Life and Actions. By the 
Rev. JOHN SELBY WATSON, M.A., F.R.S.L. 1 vol. post 
8vo, lOs. 6d. 

WILLIAMS — THE LITERARY WOMEN OF 

ENGLAND, including a Biographical Epitome of all the most Eminent 
to the Year 1700; and Stretches of the Poetesses to the Year 1850. 
VVith Extracts from their Works, and Critical Remarks. By JANE 
WLLIAMS, Author of a " Memoir of the Rev. Thomas Price,'* &c. 
I vol. 8vo, 188. 

WOLFF— TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES OF 

THB REV. JOSEPH WOLFF, late Missionary to the Jews and 
Mahomedans in Persia, Bokhara, Cashmere, &c. Cheaper Edition. 
1 vol. 8vo, 128. 

WOODGATE— "ESSAYS AND REVIEWS" CON- 
SIDERED in relation to the Current Principles and Fallacies of the 
Day. By H. A. WOO DG ATE, B.D. 1 vol, 8vo. 58. 

SERMONS ON THE SUNDRY 

HISTORICAL LESSONS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Throughout the Year. By H. A. WOODQATE, B.D. 2 vols, 158. 
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FICTION. 
ANSELMO. 

A Tale of Modern Italy. 2 vols, post 8vo, 21s. 

ASHCOMBE CHURCHYARD. 

By EVELVN BENSON. Cheap Edition. 2 vols, post 8vo, 12b. 

BETTER DAYS. 

A Tale. Edited by the Rev. REGINALD N. SHUTTE, 2 vols- 
post 8vo., 218. 

CARELADEN HOUSE; 

A Tale. 1 vol. post Svo, 9s. 6d. 

CASTLE AND THE COTTAGE IN SPAIN. 

From the Spanish of Fernan Caballero. By Lady WALLACE. 
2 vols, post 8vo, 2 Is. 

CHARLEY NUGENT; 

Or, Passages inr the Life of a Sab. 3 vols, post 8vo, 31b. 6d. 

CHRYSAL ; 

Or, a Story with an End. By FRANCIS FREELINQ BRODERIP. 
Illustrated by Thomas Hood. 1 vol. 58. 6d. 

CLINTON MAYNYARD. 

A Tale of the World, the Flesh, and the Devil. 1 vol. post 8vo. lOs. 6d. 

CONSTANCE MORDAUNT ; 

Or, Life in the Western Archipelago. 2 vols, post 8vo, 2ls. 

CORVODA ABBEY ; 

Or, Lights and Shadows of the Pf esent Day. 1 vol. post 8vo, lOs. 6d. 

CROW'S NEST FARM. 

A True Tale. By JULIA ADDISON, the Author of " Effie Vernon." 
1 vol. post 8vo, 10f«. 6d. 

CURATE OF CRANSTON, with other Tales in 

Prose and Vene. By CUTHBERT BEDE. 1 vol. poet 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

DARK CLOUD; 

Or, Priestly Influence in Ireland in the present day. A Tale. By 
LOUIS SEVEY. 1 vol. 58. 

DREAM OF A LIFE. 

By Lady SCOTT. 3 vols, post 8vo, 31s. 6d. 

EDMONDALE ; 

Or, a Family Chronicle. 1 vol. post 8vo, 101. 6d. 

EMIGRANT'S DAUGHTER. 

A Novel, Historical and Moral. From an Episode of the ReicQ of 
Catherine. By M. E. NELSON. 68. 



List of New Books and New Editions. 13 



FIELD OF LIFE j 

Or, Sowing and Reaping. Second Edition. 3 vols, post 8vo, 31s. 6d. 

GARDEN FABLES 5 

Or, Flowers of Speech. By Mrs. MEDHURST. Illustrated by Thomas 
Hood. 7r. 6d. 

GERTRUDE MELTON j 

Or, Nature's Nobleman. 1 vol. post 8vo, 78 6d. 

GOETHE IN STRASBOURG. 

A Dramatic Novellette. By H. NOEL HUMPHREYS, Author of 
*< Stories of an Archaeologist." 7s. 6d. 

GREAT CATCHES; 

Or, Grand Matches. 2 vols, post 8v6, 2 Is. 

GREAT MISTAKE. 

By the Author of ** Palgrave of Sycamora." 1 vol. post 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

HAROLD OVERDON, ASHORE AND AFLOAT. 

By CHARTLEY CASTLE, Author of " John Woodbum." 1 vol. 
post 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

HELEN. 

A Romance of Real Life, by RAYMOND LOCK. 1 vol. post 8vo. 
7s. 6d. 

HISTORY OF THE GRANDEUR AND DOWN- 
FALL OF CESAR BIROTTEAU. By M. de BALZAC. Trans- 
lated by JOHN HAWKINS SIMPSON. 1 vol. 7s» 

LADY OF THE MANOR OF TOPCROFT. 

A Tale of Daily Life. 1 vol, post 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

LEILA MARSTON. 

A Tale. By SYDNEY ELLIS. 1 vol., post 8vo. lOs. 6d. 

LIGHTHOUSE, THE. 

A Naval Novel. By ELIZABETH HARCOURT MITCHELL. 2 vols., 
post 8to, 21s. 

LOSING AND WINNING; 

Or, for Richer and Poorer. A Tale, founded on Fadt. By the Author 
of ** The Lighthouse.** 2 vols., post 8vo, 21s. 

LOVING AND BEING LOVED. 

By ANNETTE MARIE MAILLARD, Author of " Zkigm the Gipsy.** 
2 vols., post 8vo, 21s. 

M.P. (AN) IN SEARCH OF A CREED. 

By the Author of '' Squires and Parsons.** 1 vol., post 8vo, lOs. 6d. 
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MY ELDEST BROTHER. 

A Tale. By the Author of " Oar Farm of Four Acres.*' 2 vols., post 
8vo, 2 It. 

NORTHUMBRIAN ABBOTS. 

A Tale of the Seventh Centary. By R. B. WERBORTOI^. 1 toI., 
fcp. 8vo, 58. 

OUR NEW RECTOR ; 

Or. the Village of Norton. Edited by CUTHBERT BEDE, Author 
of *' Mr. Verdant Oreen.*' 1 vol., post 8vo. 

OLD, OLD STORY— LOVE. 

By BERKELEY AlKIN, Author of '* Anne Sherwood.'* 1 ygI., post 
Sto, lOt. 6d. 

OLD ROMAN WELL. 

A Romance of Dark Streets and Green Lanes. 2 vols., post Svo, 2 Is. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF A COUNTRY CLERGY- 

MAN. 1 vol., post 8vo» 6s. 

RECTOR'S DAUGHTERS. 

I Yol., post 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

RUTH BAYNARD'S STORY. 

1 vol., post 8vo, lOs. 6d. 

SENIOR FELLOW. 

By the Author of ** Sqoires and Parsons." I vol., post 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

SEPHAS; 

Or, Cloady Skies. A Story. By MICHAEL FORD. 2 vols., post 
8vo, 21s. 

SIDE WINDS. 

By MORTON RAE. Post 8vo, cloth, lOs. 6d. 

SKELETON IN THE CUPBOARD. 

By Lady SCOTT. Cheap Edition. Post 8vo, 58. 

SQUIRES AND PARSONS. 

A Story for the Times, 1 vol. post 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

STAR OF LOVELL. 

A Tale of the Poor Clergy. By the Rev. JAMES BANDINEL, MJl. 
3 vols. 

VALLEY OF THE MAUDE ; 

Or. " On Dits." By Mrs. STEWART. Author of " Atheline." 3 vols., 
post 8vo» 31s. 6d. 

VICAR OF LYSSEL. 

A Clergyman's Diary of 1729 — 82. Small 8vo, 4t. 6d. 
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VANITY CHURCH. 

A Novel. 2 vols., post 8va, 21s. 

WAITING FOR THE VERDICT. 

An Autobiography. By BERKELEY AiKIN, Aathor «f **Anne 
Sherwood,*' &c. 1 yoL, post 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

WEIRD OF THE WENTWORTHS. 

A Tale of the Time of George IV. By JOHANNES SCOTUS. 
2 vols., post 8vo, 21s. 

WHISPERING VOICES OF THE YULE. 

« 

Fcp. Svo, 6s. 6d. 

WHY PAUL FERROLL KILLED HIS WIFE. 

By the Author of " Paal Ferroll." Third Edition, 1 vol., post 8to, 5b. 

WILLIE ATHERTON. 

A Tale. By GBOROE HERBEiRT. 1 vol., post 8ro, 10s. 6d. 

WOMAN'S LIFE. 

By Mrs. BRISCOE, Author of " The Young Bride." 2 vols., post 
8to, 2 Is. 



POETRY. 
CASKET. 

C'EST VRAI: 

Aa°-IdyU of the East. 

CRAMBO CLINK: 

Doggreli Verses. 

DAUGHTERS OF KING DAHER, 

, And Other Poems By THOMAS HOOD. 1 vol., fcp. Sk), 3s. 6d. 

EARL GODWIN'S FEAST, 

And other Poems. By STEWART LOCKYER, Author of "St. 
Bartholomew's Day." 48. 

ECHOES FROM THE HARP OF FRANCE. 

ByH.M. CARET. 5s. 

ESTHER, 
And other Sacred Pieces. By the Rev, C. E. OREATREX. Ss. 

FRIENDSHIP, 

And other Poems. By HIBERNICUS. 5s. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

By the Author of " England and Australia." 
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ITALIAN LYRICS, 

And Other Poems. Ss. 

JUDITH, 

And Other Poems. By FRANCIS MILLS, M.R.C.S.L. 5s. 

LAY OF THE POPE. 
MATILDA OF NORMANDY, 

A Poetical Tribute to the Imperial Academy of Caen. By H. M. 
CAREY. 28. 

NUPTIALS OF BARCELONA, 

A Tale of Priestly Frailty and Spanish Tyranny. 

POEMS. 

By the Author of *' Paul Ferroll." Including a New Edition of IX 
Poems by V. 1 vol., fcap. 8vo. 78. 6d. 

PARISH HYMN BOOK. 

Edited by the Rev. H. W. Beadon, the Rev. Greville Phillimore, and 
the Rev. James Russell Woodford. Price 8d. and Is. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE PAST. 3s. 6d. 
SACRED POEMS. 

By the late Right Hon. Sir ROBERT GRANT, a New Edition, with 
a Notice by Lord Glenelg. 6s. 

SATAN RESTORED. 

By W. CYPLES. 68. 

SHADOW OF THE YEW. 

By NORMAN B. YONGE. 

STILL SMALL VOICE. 

A Poem in Four Cantos. By NORMAN B. YONGE. 68. 6d. 

SUMMER SONGS. 

By MORTIMER COLLINS. 38. 6d. 

WILL BARTON O' THE MILL. 5s. 
URBAIN GRANDIER. 

ByM. E. LANDON. FcapSvo., 5s. 
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